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          Texas Association for Symphony Orchestras
    The purpose of this organization shall be, “To promote, develop and support symphony orchestras”

                                             Celebrating 51 Years   Winter 2018 - 2019

Texans for the Arts deeply 
appreciates TASO’s keen 
participation in advocating for 
more public funding for the arts 
in their municipalities and across 
the state.  TASO members – you 
are leaders in your community!  
Never underestimate the power 
of your voice!  You have both the 
opportunity and responsibility to 
influence your decision makers 
to protect and grow the public 
investment in the arts across the 
state.

In the aftermath of the November 
mid-term election and in the 
remaining days before the start 
of the 86th Texas Legislative 
Session, which begins January 
8, 2019, Texans for the Arts 
continues to lay the groundwork 
for a productive Session.

 Our legislative agenda for the 
86th Session includes:

* Protect the Hotel Occupancy Tax 
15% arts provision;
* Protect the base budget for the 
Texas Commission for the Arts;
* Restore the $5 million 
appropriation for the “Cultural 
District” grant program; and
* Support our growing list of 
partners across the disciplines 
on funding and policy issues 
that intersect with the arts in 
tourism, education, preservation, 
healthcare, veterans, film, and 
many more.

In addition, we are currently 
developing an online “Hotel 

Occupancy Tax (HOT) Tool Kit” 
to assist you – our arts leaders – 
along with municipal and tourism 
leaders with how and why to 
maximize the full 15% of the HOT 
for the arts in your community.  We 
will be unveiling that new resource 
later in 2019 and are excited to 
have you put it to work in your 
municipalities!

What are things you can be doing 
now as advocates?

* Make sure you know who 
represents you in the Texas Senate 
and House and the US Congress. 
There are a host of new legislators 
after the election. https://fyi.
capitol.texas.gov/Home.aspx

* Set up a meeting with your 
TASO team and your legislator 
or legislative staff in your own 
community – before they head to 
Austin in January!  You want to 
make certain they know the good 
work you and your symphonies do 
and the collective impact on your 
community.

* Subscribe to our Texans for 
the Arts newsletter at http://
www.texansforthearts.com/
subscribe to be kept up to date 
about Legislative actions and 
opportunities to speak up, testify, 
write to your legislators, and more.

* Sign up for TLO – Texas 
Legislature Online at https://
capitol.texas.gov so you can keep 
your finger on the pulse of the 
continued on page 6

Gearing up for the 86th Texas Legislative Session
WE ARE EXCITED! 

The Annual 
TASO Conference 

pearls of the symphony

will be held in Houston 
at the Hilton Post Oak                                                                                                                                 

April 4, 5, 6, 2019.                    
Registration will remain at $300.00

For our Presidents and 
Emerging Leaders 

(You are all emerging Leaders)

We have three 
outstanding presenters

Cindy Kidwell, Debbie McKinney, 
JoDee Wright

Three Great Topics for Discussion
What you Need to Know 

about Membership

The Importance of your 
Nominating Committee

Learning the Art of Being a 
Good Leader

Bring Your Questions!

Tiffany Ammerman, 
President of the Volunteer Council, 
League of American Orchestras, 

will moderate the panel discussion 
and lead the question and answer 

session.

Plan to attend today!



President’s Letter
Dear TASO Members,
 
As we approach this very special time of the year, I hope that we take time 
to reflect on the accomplishments of this year.  Every League and Guild has 
worked very hard to support their Symphony Orchestra and to promote 
classical music in their communities.  Children have been introduced to 
the beauty of classical music, money has been raised through the hard 
work of our members and generous supporters, we have recognized and 
encouraged our friends in Texas Government, and we hope to improve our 
efforts next year.        

While we enjoy the glow of the season, we need to thank our members who 
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continue to work on TASO projects.  Ellen Jones, our Juanita Miller Concerto Competition Chair is preparing 
an amazing event for talented young Texans to showcase their musical abilities on Sunday January 13, 2019.  
Darlene Morford spends her time updating the TASO Bylaws and Standing Rules, Sandy Secor and Sharon 
Knowles have compiled this superb newsletter, and Kathy Sheldon continues to prepare for the future of 
TASO with the Strategic Planning Committee.  Many thanks to our dedicated members for their guidance and 
hard work.
      
Now it is time to pause and enjoy the Season with our friends and families.  As we decorate our homes and 
businesses, prepare special dishes, and wrap presents, it is wonderful to let the warmth of the Season remind 
us how we are blessed.  I wish you a Holiday Season filled with The Nutcracker, Handel’s Messiah, and 
beautiful carols.

Wishing you all the blessings of the Season.

Anna Marie Speir
Anna Marie Speir, TASO President 2018-2019

Newsletter Deadlines:

March 1, 2019
August 1, 2019

December 1, 2019

TASO Newsletter Co-Editor, Sandy Secor,  jwsecor@sbcglobal.net
TASO Newsletter Co-Editor, Sharon Knowles,  sharonknowles@tx.rr.com
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Amarillo Symphony 
Guild
It’s been a busy fall for the 
Amarillo Symphony Guild!  In 
October, the Belles & Beaux 
were presented to all those in 
attendance at the October 20th 
Amarillo Symphony performance.  
These young men and women are 
all seniors in area high schools 
and are asked to not only serve 
as ushers at Amarillo Symphony 
concerts but also to participate in 
local service projects. The Belles 
& Beaux served at the Eveline 
Rivers Christmas Project to help 
gather and sort toys and coats 
for children in need.

Music is Monumental was held 
on Thursday, November 29th in 
our beautiful Globe-News Center 
for the performing Arts. This 
exciting event raises funds for the 
Guild’s educational programs- 
Class Act, KinderKonzerts, 
String Family, Symphony Kids 
and Young Artist Project. These 
programs serve over 20,000 
students across the Texas 
Panhandle.

Supporters of these programs 
agreed to be hostesses for their 
table and invited supporters, 
both old and new, to attend the 
luncheon and learn a little bit 
more about what these programs 
accomplish each year. After 
an inspiring video the guests 
were asked to move into the 
main auditorium and listen to 
one of the performances of 
the Guild’s highly entertaining 
KinderKonzerts being performed 
for thousands of school children.
Maintaining and supporting music 
and all art forms is vital to our 
communities and very important 

to today’s youth. Music as a form 
of expression plays an integral 
part in how all children grow and 
learn.   Music is Monumental 
is “instrumental” in educating 
our supporters on where their 
donations go and how important 
they are to the development of 
the next generation of musicians.
The Ball Committee has been 
hard at work preparing for the 
Guild’s largest fundraiser, The 
Amarillo Symphony Ball: A 
Southern Affair.  In February 
of 2019, the ballroom of the 
Embassy Suites is sure to 

transform guests with lavish 
décor, delicious food and 
beverages all topped off with the 
introduction of the 2018-2019 
Belles and Beaux. More to come 
regarding this spectacular event 
in the next TASO newsletter!
We wish everyone a Happy 
Holiday Season from The 
Amarillo Symphony Guild!

Margaret Brown
TASO Rep
Kathy Sheldon
Contributor & photos

 

KinderKonzerts being performed for thousands of school children

Eveline Rivers Service Project
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Amarillo Symphony Guild- Music 
is Monumental
Music is Monumental was held 
on Thursday, November 29th in 
our beautiful Globe News Center 
for the performing Arts. This 
exciting event raises funds for the 
Guild’s six educational programs-  
Class Act, KinderKonzerts, 
String Family, Symphony Kids 
and Young Artist Project. These 
programs serve over 20,000 
students across the Texas 
Panhandle.

Supporters of these programs 
agreed to be hostesses for their 
table and invited supporters, 
both old and new, to attend the 
luncheon and learn a little bit 
more about what these programs 

accomplish each year. After an 
inspiring video the guests were 
asked to move into the main 
auditorium and listen to one of 
the performances of the Guild’s 
highly entertaining KinderKonzerts 
being performed for thousands of 
school children.

Maintaining and supporting music 
and all art forms is vital to our 
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Page 4 - Left: Amarillo Belles & Beaux. Top Right: Amarillo 
Program supporters at the luncheon. Bottom Left: Austin’s 
Jane Sibley, Honorary Jewel Ball Chair. Right: Austin’s 
Sarajane Dailey Bay with Tim Gunn. 

Page 5 - Top: Austin Jewel Ball Royal Court. Right: Visiting 
Jewels. Bottom left: King Brio LIII, Andrew R. Heller. 
Right: The Diamond Queen, Ms. Corrine Renée Moffett.

Like us on Facebook!

communities and very important 
to today’s youth. Music as a form 
of expression plays an integral 
part in how all children grow and 
learn.   Music is Monumental 
is “instrumental” in educating 
our supporters on where their 
donations go and how important 
they are to the development of the 
next generation of musicians.
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The Women’s Symphony 
League of Austin’s 64th 
Annual Jewel Ball
“An Austin Tradition”
The Women’s Symphony League 
of Austin kicked off Austin’s social 
season with the 64th annual 
Jewel Ball, “An Austin Tradition”. 
On Saturday, September 22nd, 
over 1000 supporters gathered to 
enjoy a night of pageantry, dinner 
and dancing.

The evening began with a tribute 
to legendary arts philanthropist 
and Honorary Jewel Ball Chair 
Jane Sibley. King Brio LIII, 
Andrew R. Heller, welcomed the 
Diamond Queen, Ms. Corrine 
Renée Moffett. Escorted by Mr. 
John Gray Bryant, they led the 
Royal Court procession followed 
by Princesses and Escorts from 
Austin, and generations of Junior 
Royalty. The Visiting Jewel Court 
then followed the procession, 
which represented symphony 
supporters from around the State 
of Texas.

Visiting Jewels included Emily 
Marie Bruckner of Amarillo, 
Sarah Elizabeth Ellis of 
Beaumont, Haley Elizabeth 
Bush of Dallas, Mary Margaret 
D’Alise of Lubbock, Avery Ann 
Steen of Odessa, Mary Margaret 
White of San Angelo, and Lauren 
Michelle Sanders of Waco. The 

Jewel Ball weekend began with a 
sold-out Fall Fashion Luncheon. 
Over 500 guests were treated 
to a Fall Fashion Preview by 
Neiman Marcus and an intimate 
conversation between Mela 
Sarajane Dailey Bay and fashion 
icon Tim Gunn. The Women’s 

Symphony League is the largest 
annual financial supporter of the 
Austin Symphony Orchestra with 
focus on its educational programs 
for children. Over 65,000 children 
benefit from the innovative annual
educational programs of the ASO. 
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The Big Spring Symphony 
Guild 
The Big Spring Symphony Guild 
has several fundraising projects 
going on throughout the concert 
season each year.  The Guild 
sells water and has a Tips for 
Scholarships Jar at each concert 
to benefit the Phyllis Graumann 
Memorial Scholarship fund, which 
provides money for extra music 
training to outstanding Howard 
County High School and Junior 
High music students. 

The Guild also obtains local 
business sponsors to donate 
prizes given throughout the year at 
the various events and also to pay 
for the receptions hosted by The 
Guild after the concerts.  The Guild 
also sells concert program ads 
in the summer and does “Tour of 
Homes” during the Holidays.  

The biggest fundraising event each 
Spring is the Guild’s Luncheon 
and Style Show, which will be 
held on March 23, 2019 for this 
season.  At that event, money 
is raised by ticket sales and by 
a silent Auction.  Pictures from 
last season’s event are attached.  
On September 11th, The Guild 
presented the Symphony Board 
of Directors with a $10,000 check 
from the fundraising efforts of last 
season.  

The Big Spring Symphony Guild 
and the Big Spring Symphony 
Orchestra are very blessed to live 
in such a generous community 
that gives, not only monetarily, but 
helps with advertising, securing 
venues and attending our concerts 
and events!  

6

https://www.tasovolunteers.com

86th Legislature
continued frompage 1
Session. This is a dynamic way 
to follow the legislature and your 
decision makers.  

Join us on Tuesday, February 
5, 2019 in Austin for Texas Arts 
Advocacy Day 2019 to raise our 
collective voices in support of the 
arts. We will provide issue briefs, 
advocacy trainings and set up 
legislative meetings for you to 
meet with legislators/staff here 
in Austin! Registration is open at: 
http://www.texansforthearts.com

Join us March 4-5, 2019 in 
Washington, D. C. for the National 
Arts Action Summit and National 
Arts Advocacy Day!  Texans for 
the Arts is the “State Captain” 
and works with peers across 
the U.S. to increase funding for 
the National Endowment for the 
Arts, the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, and support 
policies that grow the federal 
investment in the arts – from 
education to health care to 
business development to taxes to 
veterans. It’s a long and important 
list!  Registration for National 
Arts Advocacy Day will go live 
in December at https://www.
americansforthearts.org/events/
the-national-arts-action-summit

If you haven’t renewed your 
membership or become a 
member of Texans for the Arts, 
please invest in our advocacy 
work at https://texansforthearts.
nationbuilder.com/membership. 
We work WITH you and FOR you. 

Unique Strengths of 
AMSOV 
The Association of Major 
Symphony Orchestra Volunteers 
is comprised of the highest 
ranking volunteer leaders 
in the largest orchestras in 
North America. You are to be 
congratulated on being selected 
to represent your orchestra in this 
organization.
 
Diversity, Development and 
Donation$ in Big D! 
This is the theme of our next 
AMSOV Conference in Dallas, 
Texas on April 25-28, 2019. 
Several notable speakers will be 
addressing these challenging 
topics. You will want to see their 
bios on the conference website  
www.amsovconf.org.
 
As you know, registration at 
AMSOV Conferences also 
includes delicious meals, visits to 
highlights of the area, a concert 
by the host city’s orchestra, and 
all transportation. Quite a value, 
actually. Think of yourself as a 
guest, to be treated royally by 
these Artists of Hospitality!
 
Probably the greatest conference 
benefit of all is the opportunity to 
interact with other Presidents and 
Volunteer Leaders like you, in a 
close-knit environment. You can 
easily discuss common concerns 
and solutions, and most of all, 
Best Practices. Enthusiasm for 
your volunteer role is guaranteed 
to be notched up to a “10”!  Vice 
President and Conference Chair 
is Marena Gault, past president 
of Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
League. Conference@amsov.org
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TASO Facebook
An Opportunity to Share!
What was the last exciting news 
you shared about your Symphony 
Volunteer Organization, Symphony 
or TASO? Was it at a dinner 
party? Coffee? Over a text? Why 
not share it on TASO’s Facebook 
page? Sharing your organization’s 
events, fundraisers, successful 
programs and community 
collaborations with the Arts helps 
all members of TASO get ideas to 
support their Symphonies more 
effectively.  Facebook is one of the 
best and most enjoyable ways to 
share this information and anyone 
can do it! 

Just submit on the TASO 
Facebook page as you would 
post on any friend’s page and 
one of our TASO administrators 
will review and post your news 
for all to enjoy. Pictures are highly 
encouraged! TASO’s Facebook 
page is YOUR page! Take 
advantage of the opportunity to 
brag about your Symphony or 
Organization; offer a Shout-out or 
Congratulations to Volunteers or 
Patrons; announce important Arts 
Advocacy information; or even 
share a fun music video!  

You can also support the TASO 
Facebook page by asking others 
to “Like” our page so our posts 
reach those whom you want to 
support your organization and 
symphony.  The TASO Facebook 
page is a great opportunity to tell 
the TASO story of how supporting 

our Texas Orchestras enriches 
our communities and quality of 
life! Support your fellow TASO 
members now and go to TASO’s 
Facebook page and post!

San Angelo  Symphony 
Guild
Our year entitled “ The San Angelo 
Symphony Guild and all that 
Jazz” opened Septenber 9th with 
a general membership meeting 
which was deemed “Daisy’s tea” 
to kick off our Great Gatsby year 
which will culminate in a gala of 
the same  theme in May. Beautiful 
silver services and roses graced 
the tables and it was a step 
back into the time of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s wonderful book.  The 
afternoon was enhanced by a jazz 
pianist and large screens in the 
venue showing the Great Gatsby 
movie .

A lovely November general 
membership luncheon meeting 
continued this beautiful theme 
at the home of member Chris 
Brinenstool. Three  fabulous 
symphony concerts  have 
happened with our wonderful 
Beaux , Belles and ambassadors 
there to grace the evenings. The 
Beaux and Belles had a monster 
bowl October social and are 
having a hayride on December 16 
through the Christmas lights . 

The visibility of the Beaux and 
Belle program has been enlarged 
this year by their presence to 
hand out programs not only at our 
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Symphony concerts but at a local 
school orchestra concerts as well.

Our ambassadors, which are our 
high school students 
have taken on a new role this year 
as helpers for the luncheons the 
guild provides for our musicians 
on concert days  as well as 
performing their normal duties of 
concert assistance and  assisting 
at symphony fundraising parties.

Next up is “Winter Wine and 
Whirl” on January 19 which will 
include a wine pull and ballroom 
dancing lessons to prepare all for 
the May Gatsby Gala.

We are in a time of transition 
and implementation of new 
ideas with our new strategic 
plan inspired by the TASO 
conference. We have created a 
member Spotlight where  a guild 
member from each sponsor level 
is introduced monthly.We are also 
sending a monthly composer 
spotlight out to guild members 
prior to each concert to better 
acquaint  members with the 
repertoire the symphony will be 
presenting.

A lovely commercial featuring 
guild members in cocktail attire 
was filmed  last week at the 
beautiful Cactus Hotel and will be 
aired on local TV to advertise  the 
upcoming January event.
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Women’s Symphony 
League of Tyler
The Women’s Symphony League 
of Tyler gathered in the home 
of WSL Active Michelle Heines 
for the first General Meeting of 
the year in September.  Music 
Director Richard Lee shared 
details about the East Texas 
Symphony Orchestra’s concert 
season, featuring a Cliburn Silver 
Medalist, Kennedy Broberg, 
in September, followed by a 
November concert billed as 
“ETSO Deconstructed” with 
soloists from the orchestras ranks.

FALL FUNDRAISING
Fall, FRESH, and Friends—an 
evening of music, convivial 
conversation, wine and cheese—
was held on the terrace of Fresh 
by Brookshire’s in October.  
Chaired by WSL Actives Brittany 
Poster and Leigh Ann Bugg, 
the event raised funds in support 
of the East Texas Symphony 
Orchestra and music scholarships 
for East Texans.

JUNIOR SYMPHONY LEAGUE
High school juniors and seniors 
whose mothers are members of 
WSL have had a busy fall, over 
seen by Women’s Symphony 
League JSL Vice Presidents 
Amy Lively and Susie Lofquist.  
JSL members have ushered for 
two ETSO concerts and have 
held their very own successful 
fundraising event—Monster Bowl, 
chaired by WSL active Chalease 
Denison.  Funds from the event 
are earmarked for a contribution 

& Holiday Cheer” gathering for 
all Actives and Sustainers in the 
home of WSL Active Stephanie 
Nichel on December 13.  
Members enjoyed a social time 
together and received updates 
on activities of the WSL Ball and 
other committees.
SUSTAINERS
Sustainer Chairman Laura Hyde 
coordinated a Fall gathering of 
Sustainers to thank them for their 
support of Women’s Symphony 
League.  Sustainer Mary Lauren 
Faulkner opened her lovely home 
in Tyler’s Azalea District for the 
event in early October.  WSL 
President Shannon Glenney 
provided an overview of Women’s 
Symphony League plans for 
the year, and Ball Chairman 
Jennifer Gaston shared details 
with Sustainers about the “Four 
Seasons” gala.

to the East Texas Youth Orchestra 
and for scholarships administered 
by WSL.

WSL HOSTS ORCHESTRA
Members of the Women’s 
Symphony League contribute 
much more than just funding 
for ETSO.   WSL members who 
serve on the “Harmony Inns” 
Committee continue to provide 
requesting musicians with a 
“bed and breakfast” experience 
in their homes on Friday night 
prior to the ETSO concerts. 
“Symphony Hosts” committee 
members provide meals for all 
ETSO musicians at their rehearsals 
on concert weekends, including 
Friday night supper and Saturday 
lunch.

CHRISTMAS GATHERING
WSL President Shannon Glenney  
planned a “Christmas Cookies 
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the plan into action! Since our 
last update the bylaws have been 
reviewed and there will be many 
updates in order for the bylaws 
and standing rules to reflect each 
other and to include the goals of 
this plan.

Developing a mentoring program 
has also been one of our focuses 
in the last two months. You might 
ask “Why have a mentoring 
program?” The structure of 
TASO is such that there are 
many new representatives from 
our member leagues each year. 
TASO wants every member to 
feel welcome and we encourage 
them to participate in the various 
programs. Pairing a current 
board member with a new 
representative would help that 
new representative by introducing 
her to other board members and 
league representatives, answering 
questions the new member 
may have about our programs 
and purpose, and give them 
information on the different ways 
they can become more involved 
with TASO. TASO wants to 
engage all of our member leagues 
by informing them of board 
opportunities and developing 
productive board members.
The Strategic Planning Committee 
looks forward to developing and 
implementing an exciting new 
mentoring program soon.
If you have any comments or 
suggestions for the committee 
please contact Kathy Sheldon, 
kathysheldon2@gmail.com.

WSL BALL
WSL Active Jennifer Gaston 
chairs this year’s annual gala, set 
for Saturday, March 2, at Harvey 
Convention Center.  Vivaldi’s “Four 
Seasons”—one of music’s best 
known Baroque works—is the 
inspiration for the theme, carried 
out in logo design and ambiance 
for the evening.  Legendary 
composer Antonio Vivaldi wrote 
about a year filled with hope, 
flowering growth, flourishing 
abundance, and the quiet 
gathering of energy for tomorrow.  
The Women’s Symphony League 
of Tyler invites you to “Enjoy the 
Beauty of the Four Seasons”.

Junior Symphony League high 
school seniors will be presented 
at the ball, and for the first time 
Junior Symphony League high 
school juniors will be not only be 
introduced on stage but will enjoy 
the entire evening of dinner and 
dancing with their parents and a 
guest.
 
This formal evening begins at 
seven o’clock; with presentation 
of the Junior Symphony League 
at eight o’clock; followed by a 
seated dinner catered by Willow 
Brook Country Club; music by 
The Pictures Band and Live 5; and 
more!
 
Submitted by Cindy Kidwell

Strategic Planning 
Committee 
The Strategic Planning Committee 
has been hard at work putting 
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Happy New Year!
Kathy Sheldon

23nd Annual Juanita 
Miller Concerto 
Competition
In 1997, TASO initiated a new 
statewide concerto competition 
for outstanding high school 
musicians. The initial underwriting 
and subsequent funding for 
the competition was made 
possible by Juanita and Henry S. 
Miller. Their dedication, vision, 
generosity, and devotion to 
music led to the establishment 
of the competition, which bears 
Mrs. Miller’s name. The winners 
receive a cash award, and the 
grand prize winner receives the 
opportunity to perform his or her 
winning concerto with a symphony 
orchestra.   
The 23nd Annual Juanita Miller 
Concerto Competition will be held 
on January 13, 2019 at the Owens 
Art Center, Southern Methodist 
University. The divisions are  Piano, 
Strings, Winds and Brass. The 
Grand Prize Winner will have a 
performance opportunity with the 
Marshall Symphony Orchestra. 
The prizes awarded are: First Prize 
$750, Second Prize $400 and
Third Prize $200. The Judges
are Winds and Brass,Timothy 
Roberts, Shenandoah 
Conservatory; Strings, Renee 
Jolles, Eastman School of Music;
Piano,  Kathryn Brown, Cleveland 
Institute of Music.
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South Texas Symphonic 
Orchestra 
‘Twas the Monday before 
Thanksgiving and a local High 
School orchestra rehearsal hall 
is full of the twinkling sounds of 
Tchaikovsky’s Christmas favorite, 
The Nutcracker. 
 
A harpist strums through the 
dramatic Cadenza from the Waltz 
of the Flowers, violins pluck 
through their playful pizzicato 
in the Dance of the Sugar Plum 
Fairy, and conductor Dr. Ronnie 
Sanders greets musicians as they 
walk through the door.
 
“The Nutcracker is a classic,” said 
violist Amanda Slagle. “... Every 
musician should get to play it once 
in their life, and I’m honored to 
get to play it for the first time in 
its entirety.” Slagle and her stand 
partner share a love for the Grand 
Pas de Deux part of the ballet. 
“It’s unapologetically dramatic 
and beautiful,” Slagle said as Dr. 
Sanders stands to begin practice, 
coincidentally, at this exact part of 
the ballet. 
 
The South Texas Symphonic 
Orchestra musicians practice with 
an increased level of seriousness. 
For the first time, their music will 
serve as an accompaniment to a 
live performance in partnership 
with the San Antonio Youth Ballet. 
 Trumpet player Joshua Cavazos 
shares the same favorite song as 
many who have heard the ballet’s 
score, the upbeat Trepak also 
known as the Russian Dance. 
To him The Nutcracker music is 
synonymous with “Christmas in a 
nutshell,” he said pun intended. 
 The electrical engineer said 
he joined the orchestra for the 

challenge, “I love meeting new 
people and playing new music,” 
he said. “I felt this orchestra 
would provide that for me.”
 
The all-volunteer orchestra 
is in the middle of its second 
performance season, and this 
partnership is an example of how 
the amateur group has grown 

to be a significant part of the 
San Antonio Fine Arts scene. Dr. 
Sanders began the South Texas 
Symphonic Orchestra in 2017 with 
an open audition for musicians 
across south Texas. What he 
gathered was a group with varying 
skill levels, some professionals 
who perform in other groups, 
but also those who gave up on 

Top: Violist Amanda Slagle; Bottom: Trumpet player Joshua Cavazos.
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performing years before and who 
missed the thrill of playing as a 
whole.
 
The orchestra enjoyed a 
successful first season that 
included concerts like; “Night in 
Ol’ Vienna!” featuring pieces by 
Mozart, Schubert, and Beethoven; 
a salute to America featuring the 
music of Aaron Copland; and 
“Broadway Comes to Texas.” 
They began to gain attention and 
were asked by the City of San 
Antonio to perform at the city’s 
official Fourth of July celebration 
at Woodlawn Lake. The musicians 
played patriotic favorites and 
ended with another Tchaikovsky 
classic The 1812 Overture to an 
audience of veterans and civilians 
that included San Antonio Mayor 
Ron Nirenberg. 
 
After the summer off, STXSO 
members returned to practice this 
August. Familiar faces greeted 
each other and welcomed recruits 
to the growing group. A Spanish 
concert featuring Georges Bizet’s 
famous Carmen opera kicked-off 
the new season, and work began 
shortly after on The Nutcracker. 
The orchestra will play two 
performances of the ballet at 
the Carver Community Cultural 
Center December 14 and 16. The 
practice this evening concludes 
with another of the ballet’s most 
recognizable pieces and the 
last in the Nutcracker Suite, the 
swirling Waltz of the Flowers. As 
the musicians finish and pack their 
instruments away a string player 
absent-mindedly begins humming 
a portion they just played when 
another leans across the section 
to reassure them, “I’ll have it stuck 
in my head all night too.”
By Jocelyn Durand

Conroe
Our Season Opening Night 
Symphony was fabulous! Our 
guest artist, David Kim, violin 
made the evening special. He 
has appeared as soloist with 
The Philadelphia Orchestra each 
season. His instruments are a 
J.B. Guadagnini from Milan, 
Italy ca. 1757 on loan from The 
Philadelphia Orchestra and a 
Michael Angelo Bergonzi from 
Cremona ca 1754. 

The Gala Reception honoring our 
guest artist, Mr. Kim, was held at 
the lovely home of the Rineys. 
He was so personable to each 
individual patron and gave a 
special mini concert accompanied 
with information about each piece 
and his extraordinary violin.

On October 13th, an Enchanted 
Garden Evening Fundraiser was 
held at the new Hodge Podge 
Lodge glass garden event hall. 
We started with pictures beside a 
classic Tiffiny auto at the restored 
1850 home with wine and 
hors d’oeuvres with music and 
entertainment of a magician and 
juggler. We then went to the glass 
garden room for dinner, dancing 
and the raffle drawing. Our four 
raffle items included an onyx 
and diamond gold necklace, an 
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exquisite humidor filled with exotic 
cigars, and an evening lodging at 
our venue with gourmet breakfast 
and four days at a beach house on 
Bolivar Peninsula.   

Our Holiday Celebration concert 
will be on December 8th and 
Dr. Don Hutson will make 
this a memorable event as his 
last concert to be our resident 
conductor.

CSO Opening Night Gala Sept 7, 2018 
with Gayle Laminack and Lyn Howard.

Happy Holidays!



TASO News
Lela Rose Recipient of 
Inaugural Fashion Notes 
Designer Award 
at DSOL Fashion 
Presentation and 
Luncheon
The Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
League’s Fashion Notes Luncheon 
and Style Show honoring Fashion 
Designer Lela Rose was a SOLD 
OUT affair. Many of Lela Rose’s 
friends and admirers were there 
to see the Dallas raised, New York 
City-based designer receive the 
Inaugural Fashion Notes Designer 
Award. The event raised a record 
amount. 

Fashion Notes was held on 
Monday, October 29, 2018 in the 
Venetian Room at The Fairmont 
Dallas. The Presenting Sponsor 
was Veritex Community Bank/
Darlene Ellison for the fifth 
year and the luncheon was 
underwritten by The Fairmont 
Dallas. Dianne Etheredge and 
her daughter Meagan Etheredge 
Sells were the Honorary Chairs 
and Amy Turner was Chairman of 
the fundraiser. 

The morning began with a 
reception and silent auction 
followed by a fashion show and 
live auction topped off with a 
delicious lunch. Fashions were 
provided by Stanley Korshak, 
Hip Hip Hooray and St. Bernard 
Sports. The clothing was modeled 
by Dallas Symphony supporters 
including staff and musicians, 
DSOL Members and former 
debutantes. Others in attendance 
included Caren Prothro, Nita 
Clark, Roxanne Phillips, Julie 
Turner, Doris Jacobs and 
daughters Kim Jacobs Calloway 
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and Teffy Jacobs, Stephanie 
Bray, and Allie Beth Allman. 
Proceeds from the event will 
benefit the Dallas Symphony 
Association and its education and 
community outreach programs. 
Some of the quality outreach 
programs the League supports 
are: DSO on the Go, Community 
Concerts and Performances, 

Cecil and Ida Green Youth 
Concerts, Symphony Yes!, DSO 
Kids and Young Strings. 

DSOL’s A Noteworthy Night
The Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
League’s A Noteworthy Night 
on November 15 was a special 
evening in the hill top home of 
Mary McDermott Cook with 

Top: Honorary Chair Dianne Etheredge, Event Chair Amy Turner, Lela Rose, DSOL 
President Lisa Loy Laughlin, Honorary Chair Meagan Etheredge Sells. Bottom: Lisa 
Loy Laughlin, John and Kristina Hallam, and DSO President, Kim Noltemy.
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libations, cuisine and an intimate 
musical performance by DSO 
musicians. Featured were Eunice 
Keem, Mariana Cottier-Bucco, 
Lydia Umlauf and Grace An. The 
quartet played the 3rd movement 
from Borodin’s 2nd string 
quartet and the 4th movement of 
Dvorak’s American string quartet.
 
Honorary Chairs were Fanchon 
and Howard Hallam and 
was chaired by Kim Jacobs 
Calloway. Lisa Loy Laughlin is 
the DSOL President. 
 
Presenting Sponsor was Fanchon 
and Howard Hallam and Ben 
E. Keith Company Foundation. 
Season Sponsor is Sidley Austin 
LLP.
 
The proceeds from event will 
benefit the Dallas Symphony 
Association and its education and 
community outreach programs. 
Some of the quality outreach 
programs the League supports 
are: DSO on the Go, Community 
Concerts and Performances, 
Cecil and Ida Green Youth 
Concerts, Symphony Yes!, 
DSO Kids and Young Strings. A 
Sponsorship of the Red Violin 
Program provides a financial gift 
to the Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
Young Strings through the 
Innovators of the DSOL. Children 
are provided with the sponsored 
instrument and receive lessons 
and performance instruction.

Top: DSO Musicians Eunice Keem, 
Mariana Cottier-Bucco, Grace An and 
Lydia Umlauf. Middle left: Dick and 
Carole Ann Brown. Middle right: Kim 
Jacobs Calloway, Mary McDermott 
Cook. Bottom left: Deborah Brown and 
Sandy Secor. Bottom right: Phyllis Coit, 
Roxanne Phillips, Tandy Mitchell.
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The Plano Symphony 
Orchestra 
The Plano Symphony 
Orchestra (PSO) Guild Kickoff 
meeting was held on Sunday, 
September 15, 2018 at Steinway 
Hall.  Guild members were 
encouraged to sign up for one 
or more committee including:  
Collin County Young Artist 
Competition, Communications, 
Concert Services, Education, 
General Fundraising, Guest 
Artist Hospitality, Hospitality, 
Membership (Guild), Office 
Support (Symphony) and On Call 
Volunteers.

The PSO Guild selected a 
chairperson for each committee.  
The chair people work with a 
staff Liaison and volunteers to 
get the activities completed.  At 
this meeting, the chair people 
stand in front of their posters to 
encourage volunteers to sign up 
for their committee.

The hospitality committee 
provided delicious food for this 
event that included meatballs, 
shrimp wrapped in bacon, fruits, 
vegetables, crackers and wine.

Robert Reed, Executive Director 
of the PSO spoke briefly and 
introduced, Erin Murray Stewart, 
Board President, and Darlene 
Morford, the Guild President.  
Morford introduced the newly 
elected guild officers and the 
first committee chair.  Each 
committee chair introduced the 
next committee chairperson in 
round robin format.  One of the 
highlights of the meeting was 
a brief speech from Joi Smith, 
District TASO Representative.  
She spoke about the benefits of 

TASO as well as the introduction 
of districts with appointed staff 
that was new this year.  Her most 
interesting factoid was that the 
PSO guild was the only one in 
district that had men that served 
as volunteers.  

The HARP quartet made up 
of four young girls played two 

symphonic pieces.  I learned 
that the pedal harp is like a 
piano.  The 47 strings on the harp 
represent the white keys on the 
piano.  The seven-foot pedals on 
the bottom of the harp are used 
like the black keys of the piano to 
make sharps and flats.

Darlene Morford

Top: The HARP quartet. Bottom left: Ellie Barash and Daisy Guzman. 
Bottom right:  Anna Hale, Joi Smith, Janie Orr.
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TASO CONFERENCE - APRIL 4,5,6, 2019

You are cordially invited to participate in the Texas Association for Symphony Orchestras  (TASO) Conference 
hosted by our Houston Symphony League. The dates are April 4th ,5th, and 6th, 2019, at the Hilton Post Oak. 
We are confident that the Post Oak Boulevard will be completed and beautiful by this time!
Please save these dates. The registration form will be available soon. We ask you to join us in this learning 
experience.

Why should you to participate? What is the value?
• We will network with peers from all Texas orchestras. Learn from others with common interests.
• Discover how TASO connects with our organization
• Learn how the League of American Orchestras (LAO) supports our orchestras at the national level. 

How do we keep the symphonic art form vibrant and growing?
• Honor the recipients of the “Awards of Excellence” Patron/Philanthropist, Volunteer and Business
• Watch the outstanding power point presentations of the project awards
• Marvel as you listen to the talent of the three winners of the Juanita Miller Competition
• Enjoy a fabulous concert with our amazing orchestra
• HAVE FUN and delight in learning the importance of the symphonic art form for our community

Here is a brief overview of the agenda but more surprises to come:
• A panel of three Texas leaders, Cindy Kidwell, Debbie McKinney and JoDee Wright will explore
 membership, nominating and leadership. Tiffany Ammerman will moderate the panel.
• A highlight of the conference will be a candid conversation with Jesse Rosen, CEO League of 
 American Orchestras and John Mangum, CEO Houston Symphony
• Giving is contagious and rewarding. Delores Barzune is a genius on this topic.
• How can you be an effective advocate for your orchestra? Heather Noonan is the answer. She lobbies
 for all our orchestras at the national level. Her topic is “”Playing your Part: An Orchestra Guide to 

Public Policy Advocacy.” This will be fascinating.
• The presentation of the projects. You will have an opportunity to ask questions.
• Alecia Lawyer, Artistic Director, River Oaks Chamber Orchestra, will advise us on how commissioning
 or co-commissioning can connect our organization to the full national arts community and you 
 co-commission. Could your league do this?

Stay tuned ! We have an amazing array of events on Saturday. You won’t want to miss the Juanita Miller 
winners perform at the Houston Country Club or our Houston Symphony in concert.
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The Houston Symphony 
League 
The 2018 Magical Musical 
Morning, “Parisian Holiday” 
hosted by the Houston 
Symphony League and the 
Houston Symphony Society, 
was held on Sunday, December 
2, 2018 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. at River Oaks Country 
Club.  Magical Musical Morning 
has been a family tradition that 
families look forward to attending 
with their children for twenty 
years.   This year was  a sell-out 
with nearly 350 people.

Guests enjoyed this holiday party 
filled with music designed to lift 
the spirits and put a smile on the 
faces of the youngest members 
of the Houston Symphony 
family. In addition to a delectable 
brunch, this fun-filled morning 
offered  plenty of fun activities 
for young guests, including a 
visit and photo with Santa, the 
Instrument Petting Zoo, crafts, 
a photo booth and a caricature 
artist. 

Through Education and 
Community performances and 
events, the Symphony annually 
impacts the lives of more than 
330,000 Houston-area residents. 
This includes more than 137,000 
children and more than 188,000 
residents who attend free and 
low-cost performances. A 
wide array of activities enables 
the Symphony to engage 
Houstonians of all ages and 
backgrounds and make music a 
relevant, accessible and integral 
part of their lives.  

Family Concert Series
2018-2019 Family Concert 
Series: 
The Houston Symphony 
League (HSL) Family Concert 
Activities Chairs - Ann Tornyos 
and Kristin Turnak - continue 
their commitment to make 
the volunteer work associated 
with the crafts for the 2018-
2019 Family Concert Series 
an engaging and rewarding 
experience.
 
The first “Night of Crafts” Craft 
Party for the 2018-2019 year 
was held on September 25th 
at the home of Ann Tornyos. 
More than 10 HSL Members and 
their friends helped prepare the 
“interactive” lanyards the children 
received at the “Peter and The 
Wolf” Houston Symphony Family 
Concert in October. 

For the “Peter and The Wolf” 
Concert, the children were 
encouraged to visit several 
instrument stations - each 
one representing a different 
instrument (“character”) in the 
Peter and the Wolf symphonic 
fairy tale. Ann and Kristin have 
been very pleased with the 
ever-increasing interest and 
participation shown by our 
HSL Members for the “Night of 
Crafts” craft parties. The parties 
continue to be open to both HSL 
members and their invited friends 
and guests who enjoy working 
on crafts or would like to learn 
more about joining the Houston 
Symphony League.    

Houston Symphony League 
Book Club
The first meeting of the League’s 

Book Club was held November 
1, 2018 at the home of Diane 
Gendel.  The book being reviewed 
was “George Gershwin, An 
Intimate Portrait” by Walter 
Rimler.  Our moderator, Ginny 
Garrett, asked for members 
favorite Gershwin tunes and 
the three most popular were 
Summertime, Someone To Watch 
Over Me and I Got Rhythm.  
The second meeting will be in 
February 2019 and the book to 
be discussed will be “Sounds & 
Sweet Airs” by Anna Beer.  The 
subtitle is The Forgotten Women 
of Classical Music.  All new 
League members are welcome to 
join the group.  What a great way 
to meet more members.

“Celebrate in Style” Luncheon
Over 65 Houston style setters 
dressed in their finest fall couture 
attended the annual Houston 
Symphony League “Celebrate in 
Style” Luncheon. Saula Valente 
chaired the fashionable event 
benefiting Houston Symphony 
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League projects.

An exclusive Neiman Marcus 
fashion show organized by 
Neiman Marcus P. R. Manager, 
Stacey Swift, put together some 
of the season’s best looks from 
Oscar de la Renta, Carolina 
Herrera, Tom Ford, Chanel, Gucci, 
Emilio Pucci, and Alexander 
McQueen as well as other trendy 
designers. While enjoying the 
beautiful clothes, attendees 
enjoyed lunch from Mariposa, 
the store’s in-house restaurant. 
Houston Symphony woodwind 
quartet of Judy Dines on flute, 
Anne Leek on oboe, Sasha 
Potiomkin on clarinet, and Rian 
Craypo on bassoon entertained 
guests with a vibrant piece by 
Jean Françaix. 

Top left: Lilly, Susan, Vickie, and Mary. 
Right: Ginny Garrett. Center: Book Club 
members. Bottom left: Diane Gendel, 
hostess. Bottom center: Helen Schaffer 
and Jacquie. Bottom right: Betty Tutor, 
Saula Valente and Maureen. Page 16 
Parisian Holiday Invitation.
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