
    

    T A S O  N E W S
          Texas Association for Symphony Orchestras
    The purpose of this organization shall be, “To promote, develop and support symphony orchestras”

                                             Celebrating 51 Years    March 2018

As we’ve said before, “The stars 
at night are big and bright…way 
out in far West Texas!”

Are you ready for some fun? The 
guilds of Abilene, Big Spring and 
San Angelo sure hope to see each 
of you at the 2018 TASO 51st 
Annual Spring Conference, April 
19-21, in San Angelo, Texas. 

We have some big news! This 
year we’re privileged to have Elta 
Joyce McAfee from San Angelo 
serve as Honorary Conference 
Chairman. She’s a very generous 
supporter of the arts and a past 
president of the San Angelo 
Symphony Guild.

Conference chairmen have 
many surprises up their sleeves 
so prepare to be entertained 
and go back home full of new 
friends, new programs and many 
new project ideas. Registration 
forms have been mailed and are 
also available on the website. 
The hotel has recently changed 
management from the Clarion to 
the Red Lion but it’s still saving us 
rooms. Be sure to get yours today. 
Deadline to make your hotel 
reservations is March 29 (325-
658-2828). Early bird registration 
for conference attendees ends 
March 15. You’ll pay an extra $75 
after that so please think ahead to 
save yourself some money.

Remember sponsorships from 
guilds and individuals and Board 
Members are still welcomed and 
very much appreciated. Please 

check with your league to see 
if they’ve participated yet and 
consider sending a check yourself 
if you’d like to be an individual 
sponsor. 

You can refer to the conference 
schedule that was included in the 
registration mailout for the rest of 
the details. You’ll look forward to 
hearing motivational speaker Jan 
McInnis, Michael Steele from 
MobileCause, Elizabeth Regner 
from the Lubbock Cultural Arts 
District and be entertained by 
legendary Tumbleweed Smith 
and the winners’ recital performed 
by the very talented Juanita Miller 

GET YOUR BOOTS ON AND JOIN TASO FOR WAY OUT WEST TASO IN SAN ANGELO 

Concerto Competition winners 
and the San Angelo Symphony on 
Saturday night.

Don’t forget to bring dressy 
clothes for the Thursday dinner in 
homes and cute western duds for 
the Awards of Excellence dinner 
on Friday. See y’all real soon!

Conference Co-Chairs are Jan 
Woodward, Abilene Philharmonic 
Guild, Suzanne Markwell, Big 
Spring Symphony Guild and 
Candis Hicks, San Angelo 
Symphony Guild. Registration 
forms are available to download at 
www.tasovolunteers.com.



President’s Letter
Dear TASO Members,

One of the many rewards of serving as the TASO president is the pleasure 
of working with the all the great leadership of the symphony leagues and 
guilds from across the state. These volunteers have incredible knowledge 
and amazing talents, which are instrumental in bringing the necessary 
changes technology demands, while still staying committed to TASO’S goals, 
objectives, and fifty years of tradition. Together we have accomplished a huge 
agenda and I am grateful for each and every board member’s contributions. 
They have been significant!  

As we prepare to attend the annual state conference in San Angelo from April 
19-21, 2018, let me encourage each league and guild to come ready to discuss 
and share their best ideas and projects. We all need new ideas from time 
to time, and there is no better place to discover one than during the annual 

conference! 

The Conference is also a time to see old friends and make a few new ones, to hear great music from the San 
Angelo Symphony, and to have some fun.  Yes, I mean fun! Because after all,  “If it’s not fun, we are not doing 
it!” 

See you in San Angelo,
 

Joi Smith
Joi Smith
TASO President
2017-2018
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Calendar

April 19-21, 2018 
51st TASO Conference in San Angelo, TX 

GIRLS OF THE GOLDEN WEST
  

TASO Newsletter Co-Editor, Sandy Secor, 
jwsecor@sbcglobal.net

TASO Newsletter Co-Editor, Sharon Knowles, 
sharonknowles@tx.rr.com

https://www.tasovolunteers.com
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The 22nd Annual Juanita Miller 
Concerto Competition was 
held January 13th in Dallas.  
There were 38 students who 
competed.  As usual, the 
talent of these students flowed 
through the day.  My thanks 
to the TASO volunteers for 
their help staffing the event, 
the staff of SMU and the 
judges, Aubrey Murphy, Amy 
Dorfman, and Doug Prosser, 
for their time.  

Following is a list of this year’s 
winners:

Grand Prize Winner
Vatsal Vemuri of Dallas

Piano Division
1st Place - Vatsal Vemuri, 9th 
grader from Dallas
2nd Place - Shaun Orth, 9th 
grader from Dallas
3rd Place - Nathaniel Zhang, 
12th grader from McKinney
Hon Mention - Claire Chiang, 
9th grader from Dallas
Hon Mention - Jinzi Amy 
Danjul, 9th grader of Frisco

String Division
1st Place – Nikki Naghavi, 
11th grader from Frisco
2nd Place – Kevin Chan, 11th 
grader from Houston
3rd Place – Yong Ha Sung, 
12th grader from Flower 
Mound
Hon Mention – Karah Cruse, 
11th grader from Roanoke
Hon Mention – Claire Druffner, 
9th grader from Dallas
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Wind/Brass Division
1st Place – Smirithi 
Upadhyayala, 10th grader 
from Coppell
2nd Place – Subee Kim, 10th 
grader from Plano

3rd Place – LeAnn Lee, 11th 
grader from Plano
Hon Mention – Michelle Zhu, 
9th grader from Plano

LaDonna Tunnell
JMCC Chairman

The 22nd Annual Juanita Miller Concerto Competition in Dallas

Winners of the Junaita Miller Concerto Competition, Vatsal Vemuri, Nikki Naghavi, 
Smirithi Upadhyayala with Patsy Donosky, daughter of the late Juanita Miller.

Juanita Miller Concerto Competition volunteers, Heather Moore - Chair, Betty Tutor, 
Sarah Frazee, UNKNOWN, Anne Blomeyer and Venise Stuart.



TASO News
AMARILLO SYMPHONY GUILD
Spring time in the Texas 
Panhandle has arrived and the 
Amarillo Symphony Guild is 
busy winding down a successful 
season of projects.  In March the 
Guild will host the final luncheon in 
the Lunch & Listening series.  This 
luncheon series not only allows 
all attendees the opportunity to 
hear about upcoming concerts 
but also enjoy a delicious catered 
lunch.  Amarillo Symphony Music 
Director and Conductor, Jacomo 
Bairos shares the history and 
background of the composers 
as well as provide insight to the 
works performed at the upcoming 
concerts.

May brings the annual Spring 
Membership Meeting where the 
new 2018-2019 Guild Board will 
be announced and the 2017-
2018 Board recognized for a job 
well done. This meeting is hosted 
in the home of a Guild member 
where friends have the chance to 
visit and also invite prospective 
members to join the Guild. A 
wrap up of the 2017-2018 season 
will be presented with a financial 
recap of funds raised in order to 
continue supporting the Amarillo 
Symphony and their educational 
programs.

Applications are currently being 
submitted for the new group 
of Symphony Belles & Beaux.  
These young men and women will 
serve as ushers at each concert, 
participate in community projects 
and be presented in February 
2019 at the Symphony Ball—the 
highlight of the season!
The Amarillo Symphony Guild 
has successfully completed 
or assisted in several other 
projects the past several months:  

Kinderkonzerts, Symphony Kids, 
Young Artist Project, Music Is 
Monumental Luncheon and 
other worthwhile projects in the 
community.  
Margaret Brown
Amarillo Symphony Guild President

How to Give a Rock Star 
Presentation  
Gregory Tall is a well-known  
speaker, blogger, coach and 
storyteller. He inspired all who 
were in attendance at the January 
TASO Board Meeting with his 
presentation on communication.   
 
In summary, have you ever 
given a presentation and felt 
like your slide deck was well…
underwhelming? It doesn’t have to 
be that way! Today’s technology 
allows you show your audience 
striking images, engaging videos 
and create immersive experiences 
for them during your presentation. 
It takes some practice, but you 
can transform your mundane, 
bullet-pointed slides into a 
multimedia canvas for visual 
storytelling. Here are four tips to 
get you started.

1. Keep it simple.
The trick to effective slides is to 
avoid overwhelming your audience 
with too much information on a 
single slide. Remember, you want 
them listening to you, not reading 
your slides. So, focus on sharing 
just one idea per slide and having 
no more than ten words per slide. 
This will be the hardest habit for 
you to change, but once you do, 
the possibilities are endless.

2.  Say it with pictures.
So, what the heck goes on your 
slides if you can only use ten 
words? Pictures, of course! 

I recommend high-quality, 
attention-grabbing images. We’ve 
all heard that “a picture says a 
thousand words.” Use images 
in your slide decks to capture 
your audience’s attention and 
leave them with something they’ll 
actually remember. Think about, 
do you remember any bulleted list 
you’ve ever seen?

3.  Go big…then, BIGGER.
One of the missed opportunities 
with presentations is taking 
advantage of a canvas that 
measures anywhere from 60 
inches to over 100 inches. 
That’s a lot of visual real estate! 
Take advantage of it. Instead 
of cropping images into little 
squares (as most presentation 
templates force you to do), pick 
the plain white slide layout and 
let your images serve as the 
background for the entire slide. 
Also use large fonts that are just 
as easy to read from the back row 
as they are from the front row.

4.  Animate.
There’s a reason why TV and 
movies are so popular: we 
love the moving pictures. Keep 
your audience engaged by 
keeping things moving in your 
presentation. If you do use a 
bulleted list, bring each bullet on 
the screen as you discuss it. And 
keep those slides moving too. I 
personally shoot for not leaving 
any single slide on the screen for 
more than 90 seconds. If you’re 
not ready to move to the next 
slide, go to a black screen until 
you are.

Greg granted us access to the 
link through early April so you can 
take advantage of them, too! 
http://www.gregorytall.com/taso
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CONDUCTOR SPOTLIGHT: 
MAESTRO RICHARD LEE

EAST TEXAS SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA

Maestro Lee wasn’t supposed 
to be a Maestro at all. Ask his 
parents in Toronto, they wanted 
Richard to be a doctor. Thanks 
to his mother’s love of music he 
had found his calling at the piano, 
and then at 11, the violin. But, 
he dutifully pursued the science 
classes until one day as a college 
physics major he could no longer 
ignore his first love. He switched 
to music, and never looked back.  

Maestro Lee’s decision, did 
though, take some unexpected 
turns. He entered college as 
a violinist and left as a violist, 
studying with Lorand Fenyves, 
Rennie Regehr and Ken Perkins. 
Then, there was his first job as 
a middle school music teacher. 
The memory still makes Maestro 
Lee cringe. While recognizing 
the importance of the role, Lee 
emphatically admits he didn’t 
have the stamina for middle 
school. Meanwhile, his church 
choir had turned to him after 
their conductor left and said, 
“You are a musician, YOU be our 
conductor!”  Maestro Lee says he 
faked it until he made it, decided 
he had a knack for it, and returned 
to the University of Toronto as the 
Victor Feldbrill Fellow in orchestral 
conducting to earn a Master’s 
degree under Raffi Armenian.

Maestro Lee did not enter the 
field of conducting, unawares.  
As a musician he had already 
noticed the conductors were the 
ones making the decisions. Since 
calling the shots had always 
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been in Lee’s nature he took to 
conducting quickly as the resident 
or assistant conductor with the 
symphony orchestras of Winnipeg, 
Quebec and Thunder Bay, as well 
as Music Director of the Korean 
Canadian Symphony Orchestra.

The question becomes, how 
does a Canadian Conductor OWt 
and abOWt in Toronto end up in 
Tyler, Texas?  Joi Smith, TASO 
President and 2012 member of the 
East Texas Symphony Orchestra’s 
Conductor search committee 
says luck, “We were intrigued 
by Richard’s ideas and what he 
wanted to do with ETSO.”

Since taking the reins of ETSO 
Maestro Lee says his goal has 
been to raise the bar, not only 
for the music and musicians but 
also for the music goers, “I want 
patrons to know they can expect 
a high level of musical experience 
every time they come, and I’m 
proud that is now true.” Maestro 
Lee says this success has come 
from a multifaceted approach. 

Top: Joi Smith, TASO President in 
conversation with Maestro Richard 
Lee of the East Texas Symphony 
Orchestra. 

First, the programming, which 
tends to be a magnet for many 
opinions, “As a conductor I must 
balance the artistic desires of 
the musicians, the financially 
popular requests of the marketing 
department and then, my goal
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of providing varied programs 
to educate and stimulate the 
audience.  We have to do more 
than just Beethoven and it is my 
job to balance it all.”

One of Maestro Lee’s most notable 
successes in his programming has 
been the renowned guest artists 
he has attracted to play in Tyler, “I 
want artists with chops, not just 
artists who are famous, but artists 
who are exceptional musicians.” 
All agree he fit that bill with guest, 
Yo-Yo Ma recently wowing the 
ETSO audience and musicians 
with Dvorak’s Cello Concerto 
in B Minor. “It will be a memory 
I will never forget,” says Lee.  
“Of course, Yo-Yo Ma is a great 
musician. He has a way of playing 
that is genuinely passionate, he is 
a rock star.  But, he is also a nice 
guy - funny, collaborative, learned 
the names of our musicians and 
complimented them. Usually 
someone of his stature doesn’t do 
that.” Lee says Yo-Yo Ma’s praise 
of ETSO’s caliber was summed 
up in five words, “Where have you 
been hiding?!” Definitely music to 
the ears of a conductor.

Besides bringing world-class 
artists like Yo-Yo Ma, and 
percussionist, Dame Evelyn 
Glennie to Tyler, Maestro Lee 
is attracting new audiences by 
melding music genres, “I get it, 
not everyone listens to classical 
music all the time, but symphonies 
can make it something their 
communities listen to some of the 
time. You don’t eat barbecue all 
the time, you need variety, same 
in music.” Speaking of barbecue, 
since Tyler’s famous Stanley’s 
Barbecue is known for its brisket 
AND also for its popular rock 
musicians drawing crowds each 

week, Lee paired the musicians 
with the ETSO for a concert, 
“This had to be one of my favorite 
concerts. What patrons realize 
is when rock musicians play a 
G major chord, it is the same 
G major chord the classical 
musicians play. And, they will go 
to a D because we have gone to 
a D. Our music is based on the 
same ideas, melodies, harmonies 
and structure.” The innovative 
concert was a hit and a template 
for more to come.

When asked about the future of 
Classical music and Symphony 
Orchestras, Maestro Lee is 
optimistic, “Classical music is 
not a dying art. Colleges are 
producing more musicians at a 
high caliber than ever before, it 
is insane.” Lee admits financial 
stability and success for 
symphonies can be perilous, but 
addressed, “Symphonies’ biggest 
challenge is not the product, but 
explaining the product, marketing 
the product.”  Lee remembers 
negative letters about Bruckner 
symphonies, complaining the 
concerts were too long or too 
boring before he conducted 
them with ETSO, “You can’t say 
here is a symphony, take it or 
leave it. You have to prep the 
audience through education and 
marketing. AND, these works 
have to be performed at the 
highest level. The ETSO’s last 
Bruckner performance was as 
good as you will hear anywhere 
- big city, America or Worldwide. 
Quality entertains all and draws 
audiences in.”

You would think drawing a 
Canadian to an East Texas town 
would be a challenge, but Lee 
insists Tyler has all the amenities 
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a big city guy would want. He has 
gotten used to the Texas culture- 
the once amusing accents, 
different pace and the biggest 
challenge, the weather! Trips back 
to Toronto are infrequent these 
days and marked, he laments, 
with former countrymen telling 
him he has lost his accent. 
While some may argue the 
loss of accent, Lee has made it 
clear Tyler is now home thanks 
to meeting his wife, Dr. Julie 
Philley and settling down. Again, 
marrying a hometown girl was 
not in his plan, but as Maestro 
Lee has discovered, who sticks 
to plans when life’s unexpected 
turns, turn out so well?

San Angelo Symphony 
Guild
The San Angelo Symphony 
guild had  a successful start 
to the year with the Symphony 
gala entitled Rendez-vous a 
Paris. The beautiful Cactus was 
transformed into Paris and ninth 
grade Beaux and Belles were 
presented and honored . Joyce 
Mcafee, the TASO conference 
honorary chair, is pictured below 
with San Angelo’s Jewel Belle 
Maggie White who represented 
San Angelo at Austin WSL’s jewel 
ball last Fall. We are currently 
in our spring recruitment and 
membership drive and looking 
forward to hosting the April 
conference .
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Honor Guards for Plano 
Symphony Debutante 
Ball 

Eleven Honor Guard escorted 
eleven Plano Symphony 
Debutantes at the Debutante Ball 
on Saturday, November 25th, 
at the Renaisssance Hotel in 
Plano, TX.  The first dance of the 
evening was with the Debutantes 
dancing with their fathers and the 
Honor Guard dancing with the 
Debutante’s mother after which 
the Debutante and Honor enjoy 
the rest of the evening dancing 
and having fun together.  

Ellie Barash has chaired the 
Honor Guard program since 
2014 and loves every minute 
of interacting with these young 
men teaching them proper dining 
etiquette and proper behavior as 
they go on to college and on into 
the working world.  Elllie is always 
very proud of her Honor Guard 
classes knowing she had a part 
in teaching the young men proper 
etiquette.

FASO
The annual Children’s Concerts 
were held on January 29, 
1918.  These concerts are an 
integral part of FASO’s outreach 
educational mission.  This role 
of FASO is helping young people 
throughout the Brazos Valley 
to learn about and experience 
the beauty of symphonic music.  
This year there were over 3,000 
fourth and fifth grade students 
plus several home-schooled 
students attending the concerts.  
Twenty FASO members and 
community volunteers assisted in 
the seating and exiting of these 
students after each concert from 

Rudder  Auditorium on the Texas 
A&M University campus. Both 
performances (9:30 and 11:00) 
featured a student conducting the 
orchestra.  The student is selected 
at random from names entered by 
those interested.  The designated 
winner with Maestro Bussiki’s 
assistance enjoyed the  thrilling 
experience of directing the Brazos 
Valley Symphony.  This year’s 
program featured “Peter and the 
Wolf” by Sergei Prokofiev and the 
dancers of Ballet Brazos.

  The Symphony Belle program 
is a two-year service-oriented 
organization designed to enrich 
the lives of junior and senior 
high school women.  This year 
68 young women representing 
high schools across the Brazos 
Valley.  Seminars and etiquette 
luncheons are presented through 
the season.  Belles provide 
service to the Brazos Valley 
Symphony Orchestra by ushering 
at concerts, assisting with special 
events, providing hospitality to 
musicians during rehearsals.  
Senior Belles are eligible to 
compete for three scholarships-  
the Connie Wortham Scholarship 
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($1,000), the Rose VanArsdel 
Music Appreciation Scholarship 
( $1,000) and the Edith Redfield 
Memorial Scholarship ($500).  
Recipients are selected based on 
service to the orchestra and to 
the community as well as concert 
attendance.  In addition, Belles 
performing more then 40 hours 
of service in their two years are 
eligible for a Belle of Distinction 
Award.

   Donna Beto, FASO President, 
presented a check for $12,000 to 
Jennifer Fredricks, President of 
Brazos Valley Symphony Society.  
This money was raised by FASO 
through a golf cart raffle to benefit 
the Symphony.
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Women’s Symphony 
League of Austin 
On Saturday, September 22, 2018, 
the WSL of Austin will showcase 
the 2018 Jewel Ball – An Austin 
Tradition.  With a history spanning 
over six decades, the Jewel Ball is 
truly the essential Austin Tradition, 
with families celebrating several 
generations of participation in this 
exquisite event.  For Austin, the 
Jewel Ball represents the zenith 
of the social season, an evening 
of unmatched entertainment and 
elegance.

The Jewel Ball annually honors 
local families for their support of 
the Austin Symphony Orchestra 
with a Royal Court presentation.  
Fellow members of TASO are 
invited to honor symphony 
patrons from their communities 
as members of the Visiting Jewel 
Court.  The Jewel Ball is also 
the primary fundraising event for 
the Austin Symphony Orchestra, 
the oldest symphony in Texas 
- performing for more than 100 
years.

Members of the WSL of Austin 
are already hard at work to create 
the most beautiful and memorable 
event to date for 2018.  Please 
join us on September 22, 2018 
and be a part of this one of a kind 
Austin Tradition.

The Jewel Ball Diamond, 
Princesses, and Visiting Jewels 
will be announced at the Jewel 
Tea on May 18th.
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for children, guests both young 
and young-at-heart enjoyed our 
Valentine Marketplace which 
featured “objects de desire” from 
Austin’s favorite boutiques.
The always popular “Pick-a-Prize” 
and “Hugs and Kisses” games 
were enjoyed by all!  With all 
proceeds benefiting the Austin 
Symphony Orchestra, Red Haute 
is the perfect opportunity to show 
our love for our fabulous Austin 
Symphony Orchestra musicians!

Austin’s Red Haute Valentine 
Party & Children’s Style Show 
The WSL of Austin’s Red Haute 
Valentine Party & Children’s Style 
Show held on Sunday, February 
11th was an enormous success!
Austin’s premier Valentine event 
featured the children’s fashion 
show introducing the latest 
style trends for toddlers through 
teens.  Beyond the Style Show, 
Luncheon, and a dazzling array 
of fun Valentine-themed activities 

Youth Leadership Council
The mission of the Austin 
Symphony Youth Leadership 
Council is to engage Austin-
area high school students in the 
development of leadership skills, 
to provide service opportunities 
to high school students seeking 
to make a positive impact on their 
community, to provide crucial 
financial support for the Austin 
Symphony Orchestra’s youth 
education programs, and to 
encourage a lifelong commitment 
to support the performing arts.
Each year, YLC members enjoy 
the opportunity to attend four one-
hour meetings, featuring speakers 
drawn from a variety of fields.  
These local luminaries discuss 
their paths for success as leaders 
and their personal inspirations.
YLC members welcomed Beau 
Armstrong and Ed Clements for 
their third Speaker’s Series of the 
season.  

Beau Armstrong is Chairman, 
President, and CEO of Stratus 
Properties, a successful real 
estate development company.  Ed 
Clements is a radio personality, 
Austin’s Morning News talk show 
host, and television actor with 
appearances in Friday Night 
Lights.  

The fourth Speakers Series on 
February 24th featured Andrew 
Heller, renowned performer and 
independent recording artist.
YLC members will conclude their 
year with an Awards Reception 
on April 13th where a $500 
college book scholarship will be 
awarded to an outstanding YLC 
member.  YLC members and their 
families will then attend the Austin 
Symphony Orchestra Concert that 
evening.
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Women’s Symphony 
League Of Tyler

The Women’s Symphony League 
of Tyler kicked off March Madness 
with a fabulous masquerade ball 
honoring the forty-five seniors of 
the Junior Symphony League’s 
Class of 2018.

The event, themed “A Walk Down 
Bourbon Street”, featured a wine 
and spirit pull, benefit drawing 
for a Louis Vuitton Keepall 55 or 
13” MacBook Pro, jewel boxes, 
Jackson Square honor board, 
casino, candy bar, and photo 
booth. Dinner was provided by 
Willow Brook Country Club, and 
everyone enjoyed dancing to the 
energetic tunes of Limelight. The 
evening ended perfectly with a 
delicious coffee and beignet bar.

Left to right: Joni Farmer, Annette Findley, Laura Hyde, Sheri Leal, Joi Smith

Please join us as we “Spring 
into Style” April 26th from 5:00 
p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Swann Plaza, 
featuring an evening of fashion 

and fun by Spinout and Mary V’s. 
For reservations and event details, 
please visit www.wsltyler.org

TASO President Joi Smith with the ladies from 
Victoria.
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Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra League
Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
League Introduces
33 Debutantes at the 32nd Annual 
Presentation Ball
 
Gowns and courtsies were all the 
rage as 33 Symphony Debutantes 
took their bows at the 32nd Annual 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
League Presentation Ball on 
Saturday, February 17 at the 
Morton H. Meyerson Symphony 
Center. The spotlight was on the 
debs, their families, and members 
of the Honor Guard with over 1100 
in attendance. 
 
The Honorary Chairs were Lisa 
and Kenny Troutt who were also 
there with their Honor Guard son 
Grant.  
 
Lori Routh served as Ball Chair 
and Mari Epperson is President 
of the Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
League. Committee Chairs were 
Melissa Lewis, Kay Weeks, 
Sandy Secor, Eleanor Bond, 
Rene’ Edwards, Nancy Labadie, 
and Kim Brannon. 
 
The debutante season started 
with an announcement party in 
June and ended with the Ball on 
February 17. It was a whirlwind 
season of numerous parties and 
events and rehearsals for the 
famous Texas Dip. This year’s 
Ball featured three generations 
of involvement. Nancy Duncan 
was a proud debutante mom to 
daughter Denise Duncan Beutel 
in 1991, and then together they 
co-chaired the Presentation Ball 
in 1996. This year granddaughter 
Caroline Beutel made her debut. 
Also in attendance were Jerry and 

Top: 2018 Debutante and Honor Guard members. Middle left:Arden Cheatham does the 
Texas Dip to perfection; Bottom right: Kennedy Boscamp and Shy Anderson, Jr. 

Gene Jones with their daughter 
and son in law, Charlotte and Shy 
Anderson, to see their grandson, 
Shy, Jr., an officer in the Honor 
Guard.
 
The 2018 debutantes are: 
Caroline Allday, Meika Bass, 
Caroline Beutel, Natalie 
Blazejewski, Kennedy Boscamp, 
Alexis Bray, Helena Burns, 
Megan Casey, Catherine 
Champlin, Arden Cheatham, 
Bronwyn Cordiak, Eliza Davis, 

Claire Fletcher, Grace Gunnin, 
Hope Hyde, Emma Jenevein, 
Olivia Jennings, Anna Marie 
Jordanou, Riley King, Katie 
Kupp, Catherine Leffert, Lane 
McCormick, Annabel McGill, 
Megan Meinecke, Kay Merritt, 
Caroline Morway, Theiline 
Pigott, Jacqueline Reagor, Avery 
Roossien, Madison Stuart, 
Julianna Szuwalski, Madeline 
Toole and Morgan Weaver.  $13 
million has been raised in support 
of the DSA.    Deborah Brown
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Houston Symphony 
League
ORCHESTRA/STAFF 
LUNCHEON

The Orchestra and Staff received 
a special Champagne surprise 
in celebration of their recently 
awarded Grammy Award. The 
Luncheon held on February 1st 
was a great success, thanks to our 
many members who contributed 
cash donations and/or brought 
their delicious dishes and helped 
us decorate with a “We love YOU!” 
Valentine theme. The darling 
champagne bottles given to each 
attendee were compliments of 
our very creative President, Beth 
Wolff. Thank you to everyone 
who helped make it a fun and 
memorable occasion.

B# BRUNCH
Carlos Botero, the musical 
ambassador and assistant 
conductor of The Houston 
Symphony, will be our guest 
speaker at the last B# Brunch of 
this season on Tuesday April 10. 
We will meet from 11 AM to 1 PM 
at The Houston Country Club.  If 
you are not a B# Brunch member 
and are interested in joining us, 
please let us know, and if a spot 
becomes available, we will contact 
you.  The cost is $50.  We look 
forward to seeing you there!

Contact Carol Vartian: 
gloriamaris@comcast.net
Elba Villarreal: elba_lilia@
sbcglobal.net for information.

FAMILY CONCERTS CRAFTS 
TEAM
On a cold February evening, the 
Family Crafts Team enjoyed a 
welcome Texas Chili Supper with 
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spirits  while preparing crafts for 
the upcoming March 3 Family 
Concert titled Beauty and the 
Beast.   Family Craft Nights have 
been a great venue for members 
and prospective members to 
enjoy crafting fun and fellowship. 
New HSL members, Paula Gay 
and Rona Lesser joined the 
Craft Team.  Houston HSL has 
recruited several new members 
recently by inviting non-members 
for Craft Night fun.   The event 
was hosted by Ann Tornyos and 
Kristin Turnak, Family Craft Co-
chairs.



TASO News
Fort Worth Symphony 
Orchestra 
We are fortunate to have 
wonderful music provided by the 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra. 
We as League Members, have 
many opportunities to volunteer 
and support our orchestra. The   
Kinder concerts and Link Up 
concerts are just two of the Sixty 
concerts and Link-Up concerts 
by the orchestra within the Fort 
Worth Symphony Adventures in 
Music Series. The Education and 
Community Programs offered are 
more than any other orchestra in 
the country

Recapping our Support:   The 
Symphony League participated at 
the Donor level for the 2018 Gala 
fund raiser on February 10th.  
The Symphony League is a proud 
sponsor of the Shift, a Festival of 
American Orchestras. The Fort 
Worth Symphony Orchestra will 
perform at the Kennedy Center in 
April 2018.  This performance will 
showcase the talent and artistry 
that we are fortunate to have in 
Fort Worth.  

The Symphony League is playing 
a part in 3 steps to 3 Million 
dollars. Our second installment of 
this commitment will be made in 
May. This Amon Carter initiative 
surpassed its goal and we are 
proud to be a part of this initiative 
to support our world-class 
orchestra.

Marking our calendars: Our next 
general business meeting will be 
Thursday, March 22, 2018. The 
slate of officers for 2018-19 will 
be presented for election to the 
General Membership.

April 6 - 10th – Fifteen League 
Members are excited about our 
trip to Washington DC to support 
the FWSO as it participates 
in Shift. This is a Festival of 
American Orchestras. The FWSO 
is one of the three Orchestras 
throughout the United States 
selected to participate. The 
Orchestra will play at Kennedy 
Center on Tuesday, April 10, 
2018. The League is planning a 
special event to celebrate the 
Shift on April 26th. Our May 
22 meeting will be a wonderful 
evening at the City Club. Our May 
22nd. Officers will be installed

The second annual Festival of 
Orchestras (non professional, 
will be held on May 19th. This 
is an opportunity to perform at 

Bass Performance Hall. These 
Concerts are open and free to 
the public. League members 
are asked to serve as docents. 
You will recall that our theme 
this year is “SENSATIONAL AT 
SIXTY.” Our goal is to provide 
sixty more years of volunteerism 
along with contributions and fun 
as we support the FWSO and 
staff. We are always working 
to increase our membership.  
We are passionate about our 
desires to support the Fort Worth 
Symphony Orchestra and wish to 
share this with others.  If a person 
is looking for a way to support 
and promote the FWSO, there 
is no better organization in the 
community to do this than being 
a member of the Symphony 
League of Fort Worth.  
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Candis (Rodgers) Hicks 
of San Angelo has been 
named  the Distinguished 
Alumna of Howard Payne 
University for  2017 . She  
was honored during HPU’s 
2017 Homecoming festivities, 
October 20-21. 

 
Hicks  was recognized during the Alumni & Sports Hall of Fame 
Banquet on Friday, October 20, and featured in the Homecoming 
Parade on Saturday, October 21, beginning at 10 a.m. Hicks, 
a San Angelo native is a 1974 graduate of Central High School 
and grew up in Park Heights Baptist Church. She  completed a 
Bachelor of Music Education degree from HPU in 1978.  She has 
completed 31 years in public education, including time spent as 
a choral music teacher, principal and private studio voice and 
piano teacher. She has also serves as a wedding coordinator and 
is a  San Angelo Symphony board member and past San Angelo 
Symphony Guild president. Other activities include involvement 
include founder of Somebody’s Rusty ministry for the homeless . 
She sings in the church choir and is  active in Bible study at her 
church. She relates that her greatest gift and accomplishment is 
her  son, Hunter Rodgers Hicks.



Texans for the Arts - The Official Arts Advocacy Organization for Texas
  

TASO members!  You are vitally important advocates for the arts - talented, committed, and engaged 
members of your respective communities giving of your time, your philanthropy, your talents, and your 
leadership to advance arts and culture across Texas. Your civic and cultural leadership gives your voices 
credence, value and authority! 
 
Texans for the Arts invites and challenges you to use your voices to ensure each and every one of your 
communities maximize the public investment in the arts!  Many of your symphony/orchestras receive public 
funding through your municipal general fund or Hotel Occupancy Tax or the Texas Commission on the Arts or 
the National Endowment for the Arts.  If so, we want to work with you to protect and grow those resources. If 
not, we want to work with you to secure those resources for the first time!  Securing, protecting and growing 
public investment in the arts across Texas through empowering advocates like TASO is our mission!
 
Where do we begin?
* Make sure you know your elected officials (Congress, Texas Legislature, County, City Council/Mayor, School 
Board) and make sure they know YOU and the good work TASO and your symphony/orchestras are doing in 
your community.  If you aren’t sure whom they are go to:  http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx)
 
* Include your elected officials on your mailing lists and invite them to your performances, educational events, 
social events, and more.  (Consider giving those who have notably supported your work an award!)  Follow 
them on social media (Facebook, Twitter) and invite them to follow you.  Ask them about their background in 
the arts! If you find interesting articles about the power of music and the arts across other civic sectors (e.g. 
health and healing, military/veterans, justice and incarceration, etc.) share them.  Make an appointment and 
bring a group of TASO representatives to meet with your elected officials!
 
* VOTE!  Make sure you, your members, your patrons, your family, friends and neighbors, are all registered to 
vote! This is the fundamental right, obligation, and privilege we have in our democracy.  Exercise it! To find out 
if you are already registered or for instructions on how to register to vote go to: https://www.sos.state.tx.us/
elections/pamphlets/largepamp.shtml  This year we have four critical elections: March 6th Primary, May 5th 
Local, May 22nd Primary Runoff, and November 6th General Election.
 
*  Keep your eyes out for Texans for the Arts inaugural District Arts Advocacy Week - April 2018 as a way 
to develop and galvanize grassroots advocacy during the “Interim” and before the November election.  TFA 
will develop an advocacy tool kit that artists, arts groups, and civic advocates can use to engage with their 
legislators including candidates running in the 2018 election.
 
Texans for the Arts is working statewide: 
While you are engaging locally and regionally, Texans for the Arts is working statewide to plan our legislative 
agenda for the 86th Session that begins in January 2019. 
 
We are:
* Working with our new Government Relations Strategist to identify legislative champions, build and 
strengthen our organizational partners, and strengthen our growing grassroots base of arts advocates across 
the state (like all of you and TASO!), with keen attention to the strategic work required to achieve success.
 
*Working to secure the base appropriation for the Texas Commission on the Arts AND to restore the $5 million 

Texas Legislative News
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Richard Lee, Music Director
EAST TEXAS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
ETSO

MAR 24 
7:30 PM
ut tyler 

cowan center
Visit ETSO.org • Call 903-566-7424

TIME FOR 
THREE

Sponsored in part by Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Davis, Laura and H. T. Hyde, Mrs. Myrtis Smith, 
and by Betty Bower - in honor of Nick Kendall • This concert is a Braithwaite Performing Arts Program

photo: LeAnn Mueller

ranaan meyer, double bass
nick kendall, violin

charles yang, violin

2017/2018 
Season

TCA Cultural & Fine Arts District appropriation which Texans for the Arts secured in the 84th and which was 
cut in the 85th.
 
* Protecting the Municipal Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) “arts provision” and engaging in the Senate Natural 
Resources & Economic Development Committee’s discussion around the HOT with an eye to the impact of 
SB1221, the “Hot Transparency Bill” that was initiated by Texans for the Arts, passed and signed into law 
by the Governor in the 85th Session.  The municipal data compiled through this Bill will help us strategically 
address where to focus our attention on growing and maximizing HOT use for the arts across Texas.
 
And federally?
Texans for the Arts keeps its membership apprised of federal policy and funding issues and supports 
Americans for the Arts’ national advocacy efforts around:
*Working to ensure that the National Endowment for the Arts (and the NEH and CPB and more cultural 

resources) are fully funded in the 2019 
Federal Budget.
* Continuing to advocate for the 
Universal Charitable Tax Deduction that 
was not approved in the new Tax Cut & 
Jobs Act of 2018
 
Texas is currently ranked 49th (!!) 
in the nation for state arts agency 
appropriations at 24cents per capita*!  
Let’s work together to make sure our 
elected officials know that Texas can do 
better than that!
 
Ann S. Graham, Executive Director, Texans 
for the Arts, 2/24/18 

SAVE THE DATE

TASO 
CONFERENCE

THURSDAY, APRIL 4 
THROUGH 

SATURDAY APRIL 6 2019

HOUSTON TEXAS
Read your TASO 
newsletters for 

future 
announcements!
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TASO Strategic Plan

After months of work by the 
Strategic Planning Committee 
and with the guidance of Laura 
Street, TASO has a new strategic 
plan. The plan was presented to 
the TASO Board of Directors by 
Laura Street at the January board 
meeting and was unanimously 
adopted.  

The plan includes a new mission 
statement, a vision statement and 
a values statement.  
Mission Statement:  The Texas 
Association for Symphony 
Orchestras provides for the 
exchange of ideas through 
leadership, networking, 
education, and advocacy for 
orchestras throughout Texas.
Vision Statement:  Orchestras 
will flourish, prosper, and 
benefit with support from 
the Texas Association for 
Symphony Orchestras’ volunteer 
organizations.
Values:  TASO. . . .
• Is a mission driven 
organization
• Aspires for excellence
• Creates community within 
volunteer organizations
• Supports the development 
of leadership
• Uses open 
communication in all forms

Within TASO, the strategic plan 
identifies areas of strength and 
weakness and outlines strategies 
to set and meet goals. The 
core strategies set goals and 
objectives for Governance and 
Administration, Marketing and 
Communication, Education, and 
Development.  

Strategies to improve 
Governance and Administration 
include Board training, an 
advisory committee, updated 
orientation materials, mentoring, 
district representatives, and a 
review of bylaws and forms.  The 
goal to develop Communication 
includes the use of social media 
and our website to connect 
member organizations in a 
meaningful way.  Education 
goals include the creation of a 
speaker’s directory, advocacy 
for the Arts, annual conference 
relevancy, and development 
of curriculums for leadership, 
networking, education, 
and advocacy.  Goals for 
Development will explore grant 
opportunities, advertising space 
on the website, strengthening 
the Juanita Miller Concerto 
Competition, and evaluating the 
economic impact of TASO.  

The TASO Board of Directors is 
in the process of implementing 
our Strategic Plan.  The most 

visible change will be four District 
Representatives. Each will be 
a liaison between TASO and its 
member organizations within 
one of four geographic areas 
of Texas: West, North-East, 
Central, and South.  The District 
Representatives will provide 
personal contact between the 
member organizations and TASO.  
They will furnish information, 
encouragement, and assistance.  
Other immediate changes include 
updating orientation materials 
and job descriptions, studying 
ways to improve the Juanita 
Miller Concerto Competition, and 
making education opportunities 
for our Board of Directors a 
priority.  

This strategic plan is a guide for 
the future and will be evaluated 
as we implement each goal.  It 
is exciting to see the changes 
taking place in TASO as we 
work together to create a more 
relevant and vital organization. 

Symphony of the City
Art and Architecture of 
Waco

The Waco Symphony Council 
proudly presented its newest 
fundraiser on February 10, 
2018…SYMPHONY OF THE 
CITY “Art and Architecture of 
Waco”.  It was a celebration of 
the union of art, architecture and 
music in the world of fine arts.  
The event was a progressive 
cocktail party touring three 
beautiful homes with each home 
uniquely themed.   Fine wines 
and appetizers were served 
while guests enjoyed music and 
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experienced works of art and 
enjoyed each home’s interior 
design and architecture.  
All of the guests initially arrived 
at the home of Shana and 
Blake Mattson where they 
were divided into three smaller 
group of approximately 45 
persons.  Each small group 
was then transported by bus 
to a different home for touring.    
The first group stayed at the 
Mattson’s where Italian food, 
wines, and music were enjoyed.  
We were so pleased to have a 
local tenor perform, and local 
artist, Lee James, auctioned 
several of his paintings.  Another 
group of guests traveled to the 
nearby home of Margaret and 
Weldon Ratliff which featured 
Mediterranean architecture 
and guests enjoyed tapas and 
classical Spanish guitar.  In 
addition, guests were offered a 
red carnation (the national flower 
of Spain) and another local artist, 
Julie Milstead, auctioned several 
of her paintings.  

Last, but definitely not least our 
Americana home featured the 
incredible art collection of Edana 
and Phil Croyle.  Their home 
featured a Mardi Gras theme 
with a rag time band, Louisiana 
styled foods, California wines 
and “Yellow Rose” bourbon 
donated by a local distillery.  
Local artist, Trisha Brindley 
provided another acrylic painting 
with added hot wax medium 
to be raffled.  The event began 
at 6:30pm and guests enjoyed 
each home for 45 minutes before 
heading to their next destination.  
At approximately 9:30pm all of 
the guests were reunited at the 
Mattson home to enjoy another 
live aria and complete the art 

auction and raffle while enjoy 
sparkling wine and desserts. 
We had approximately 125 
guests attend at various patron 
levels.  We have not generated 
the final numbers as of yet, but 
we do expect to achieve our 
goal.  The art auction and raffle 
definitely added to the total.  
We have received a wonderful 
response and we plan to make 
it an annual event.  We plan to 
present this fundraiser to TASO 
next year.  

Melissa Boss Waco TASO 
Representative


