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Fouad Fakhouri was named 
conductor of the Wichita Falls 
Symphony Orchestra, and 
took the podium for the first 
concert on October 14. As 
guest conductor of the WFSO 
in February, “Maestro Fakhouri 
demonstrated skill, musicianship 
and understanding of the art of 
conducting” according to Kristen 
Van Cleve, orchestra concert 
master. She added that Fakhouri 
has also established a warm 
personal connection with the 
musicians.

 The new conductor brings to the Wichita Falls Symphony Orchestra 
a wide background in music 
both in the U.S. and abroad. He 
was born in Beirut, Lebanon, 
to a family with musical roots 
going back generations. At age 
3 Fakhouri began studying the 
violin. When he was 15 his family 
moved to Amman, Jordan, where 
his father became the director of 
the National Music Conservatory 
founded by Jordan’s Queen 
Noor. He attended the Amman 
Baptist School in Amman. 
In college, he forged ties to 
Texas,when he studied music 
at West Texas A & M, with a 
scholarship. There he earned 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Musical 
Composition. Fakhouri went 
on to earn a master’s degree at 
Pennsylvania State University and 
his Doctorate in Musical Arts in 
Composition from the University 
of North Texas.

He has served as music 
director and conductor of the 

Renowned Conductor Fakhouri Takes up the Baton of the Wichita Falls Symphony

2017 Awards of 
Excellence Winners
 
Business Award
First Financial Bank
Abilene Philharmonic
Submitted by Jan Woodward
 
Patron Award
Rose P. VanArsdel
FASO-Brazo Valley Symphony 
Orchestra
Submitted by Jeanie Miller
 
Volunteer Award
Betty Wall
Lubbock Symphony Guild
Submitted by Terri Byrne
 
Legislators
Senator Kirk Watson
Representative Gina Hinojosa
Women’s Symphony League of 
Austin

Submitted by Mary Padgett

Fayetteville Symphony Orchestra 
in North Carolina, the Saginaw 
Bay Symphony Orchestra in 
Michigan, music director and 
conductor of the Greensboro 
Youth Symphony Orchestra. 
In December 2014, Methodist 
University in Fayetteville, North 
Carolina, conferred upon him 
an Honorary Doctorate in 
Humane Letters.  In March 2016 
Fakhouri was inducted into the 
Fayetteville, North Carolina Music 
Hall of Fame. In April of 2016, he 
completed a highly successful 
11th season with the FSO.
 
Fakhouri has returned to 
Lebanon to conduct the Beirut 
Symphony Orchestra and has 
been guest conductor for the 
Lebanese Philharmonic Orchestra, 
the Rochester Philharmonic 
Orchestra, the Cairo Symphony 
Orchestra and the Bulgarian 
Symphony Orchestra, the National 
Symphony Orchestra of Romania. 
 
Despite his preference for 
conducting, Fakhouri has never 
stopped composing. He is an 
active composer of a wide range 
of symphonic, chamber, choral 
and solo music.  Fakhouri sees 
much musical potential in Wichita 
Falls, which he credits with 
extensive community support. 
One of his goals as conductor 
is to promote music among the 
youth,  including the  Wichita Falls 
schools. Mr. Fakhouri resides in 
New York City with his wife and 
daughter.
Katie Hein



President’s Letter
Dear TASO Members,
 
A favorite holiday song of mine is George Wyle and Edward Pola’s It’s the 
Most Wonderful Time of the Year, sung by Andy Williams in 1963 for his first 
Christmas album. Many other artists have gone on to record this beloved 
holiday tune, but my favorite recording is still by Andy Williams. Such a voice 
and such a crooner!
 
During this holiday season, I hope you will take time to do some “jingle belling”, 
both with  your children, and all of the children in your life. I hope you wish 
good cheer to many, and do what you can to bring good cheer to those you 
love and to those in need.  Let us be generous in our giving to our orchestras, 
lest we be like the scary ghost story of long ago. (reference to Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol). 

Please don’t forget the “parties for hosting, marshmallows for toasting, and caroling out in the snow.” And 
especially don’t forget a little “mistletoeing”, to keep your  “heart a-glowing” when loved ones are near!
 
I hope you all have a wonderful holiday season!
 
See you in the New Year,
 

Joi Smith
Joi Smith
TASO President
2017-2018
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It’s the most wonderful time of the year
With the kids jingle belling
And everyone telling you be of good cheer
It’s the most wonderful time of the year
 
It’s the hap-happiest season of all
With those holiday greetings and gay happy 
meetings
When friends come to call
It’s the hap-happiest season of all
 
There’ll be parties for hosting
Marshmallows for toasting
And caroling out in the snow
There’ll be scary ghost stories
And tales of the glories of the
Christmases long, long ago
 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year
There’ll be much misteltoeing

And hearts will be glowing
When love ones are near
It’s the most wonderful time of the year
 
There’ll be parties for hosting
Marshmallows for toasting
And caroling out in the snow
There’ll be scary ghost stories
And tales of the glories of the
Christmases long, long ago
 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year
There’ll be much misteltoeing
And hearts will be glowing
When love ones are near
It’s the most wonderful time
Yes the most wonderful time
Oh the most wonderful time
Of the year

by George Wyle and Edward Pola
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THE AUSTIN SYMPHONY 
2017 Christmas in the Community
The Austin Symphony is once 
again bringing free music to all 
Austinites this holiday season.  
“Christmas in the Community” 
is a series of concerts held 
throughout the city of Austin 
featuring different ensembles
of the orchestra playing
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Calendar
Jan. 11, Thursday  

Committee Meetings and Dutch Treat Dinner
  

Jan. 12, Friday   
3RD TASO Board of Directors Meeting

Jan. 13, Saturday   
Juanita Miller Concerto Competition, Dallas, TX

  
March 1

Newsletter Deadline

April 19-21, 2018 
51st TASO Conference in San Angelo, TX 

GIRLS OF THE GOLDEN WEST
  

TASO Newsletter Co-Editor, Sandy Secor, 
jwsecor@sbcglobal.net

TASO Newsletter Co-Editor, Sharon Knowles, 
sharonknowles@tx.rr.com

JOIN US AT THE 
7TH ANNUAL RED HAUTE 

VALENTINE PARTY
 & CHILDREN’S STYLE SHOW

Sunday, February 11, 2018
Omni Barton Creek Resort

 Do you want to see a Paris 
Fashion Runway Show, Enjoy Games 
& Prizes, and Shop Austin’s Premiere 

Boutiques?
Don’t miss your chance!  

The Event is selling out!

 familiar holiday music.  The 
program kicks off on December 
2nd and concludes on 
December 23rd. 

Membership Enrichment
The Fall Membership 
Enrichment Outing to San 
Antonio was a big success.  
The group began at Hotel 

Emma, shopped and had lunch 
in the Pearl District, enjoyed 
a docent tour at the McNay 
Museum, and sipped wine on 
our bus ride back to Austin.

Photo left: Membership enrichment 
outing to San Antonio. Right: Christmas in 
Community.

continued on page 4
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THE AUSTIN SYMPHONY 
First Lady of Texas Cecilia 
Abbott, Guest Speaker at 
Youth Leadership Council
Our October program was a 
huge success with the First 
Lady of Texas Cecilia Abbott 
as the guest speaker.  Everyone 
enjoyed listening to her speak 
about her passion for the 
recent launch of “Texanthropy 
Initiative” to promote 
volunteerism and service to 
others as her primary focus as 
the First Lady of Texas.  

Cory Redding, NFL and UT 
Longhorn Football Player
First Speaker for 2017 – 2018 
Program
This year’s program kicked 
off on September 18th with 
the first speaker, former NFL 
and UT Longhorn football 
player, Cory Redding.  Mr. 
Redding spoke on the topic of 
Leadership.

The Youth Leadership Council 
is an award-winning program 
for all high school teens.

Halloween Children’s Concerts
October 29th. Frightfully Fun 
Music for the Entire Family!

The WSL transformed the AISD 
Performing Arts Center into a 
“Spooktacular” place for our 
young ghosts and goblins.  
Families from around the Austin 
area enjoyed the “Boo-tiful” 
music of the Austin Symphony 
Orchestra.              

Susan Douglas
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Top photo: Cory Redding with the Youth Leadership Council. Bottom left: First Lady of 
Texas Cecilia Abbott with YLC. Right: Children’s Halloween Concert.
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The San Angelo 
Symphony Guild 
The San Angelo Symphony Guild 
is having a very productive year 
and preparing with excitement 
and anticipation for the “Girls 
of the Golden West” TASO 
conference in April. A well 
attended opening meeting for the 
“Girls of the Golden Guild” was 
held September 17th as well as 
“ Hot helpins for the Hands”  a 
November 10th luncheon meeting 
in the home of Christy Ross 
pictured here. 
 
The Beaux and Belle program has 
had great community visibility 
with projects such as their float 
in the December 2, Christmas 
parade of lights as well as their 
beautiful presence assisting at 
each concert as pictured. 

They are excited as in the entire 
guild about the upcoming 
Paris gala January 20 where 
the 9th grade Belle/Beaux will 
be presented. They are also 
engaged in concert etiquette 
, dining etiquette, formal 
correspondence  as well as other 
social education. A consultant 
from the Atlanta school of 
protocol will be one of their 
featured educators this year. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year from the San Angelo 
Symphony guild. 
Candis Hicks
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Join Texans For The Arts
Texans for the Arts is currently conducting its annual membership 

campaign for 2018.  If your Symphony and Symphony Associations are 

members - we urge you to renew your membership!  

If you are not yet a member, join us!   

https://texansforthearts.nationbuilder.com/membership.
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also help increase her awareness 
of how important music education 
is our schools and community. 
Local talent, Devlon Jones sang 
a beautiful solo accompanied by 
Mackenzie Neis on the violin.  
Amarillo Symphony Executive 
Director, Corey Cowart prepared 
a wonderful program with the 
help of staff member, Irma Borup.  
A video was also prepared 
by Elizabeth Liles, our Guild 
Newsletter and Photography 
Chair.  Please visit vimeo.
com/241983619 to view this short 
but powerful video.
 
Music Is Monumental was created 
to illustrate the importance of 
music education in our schools. 
This luncheon incorporated very 
young performers all the way to 
much older performers in hopes 
of demonstrating the progression 
of skills as the students grow and 
learn.  We were very pleased with 

the outcome and attendance and 
look forward to growing this event 
next season.       Connie Pritchett

Victoria Symphony 
League
Mary Ann Wright, Victoria 
Symphony League President, 
enjoys entertaining family 
members and friends at the 
recent Annual Luncheon and 
Style Show. The overall theme 
was “Music Across America” and 
President Wright’s Table  theme 
was “Diamonds Are A Girl’s Best 
Friend”. 

Entertainment was provided by 
Vocalist Debbie One, wife of 
Victoria Symphony Orchestra’s 
very own Maestro, Darryl One. 
Maestro One accompanied 
his wife, who sang a variety of 
American songs, on the keyboard.

Mary Ann Wright

Amarillo Symphony Guild
The Amarillo Symphony Guild 
just wrapped up the 3rd annual 
fundraiser entitled, “Music is 
Monumental.”  This event is a 
fundraising luncheon that offers a 
unique opportunity for the Amarillo 
Symphony Guild to highlight 
the many educational programs 
offered by the Amarillo Symphony.  
All proceeds from the event 
directly support these programs. 
All of the entertainment is arranged 
according to age so the audience 
can see how the talent progresses 
as the student grows older.
 
Guests are asked to host a table 
and invite 7 friends or co-workers 
to sit at their table.  No admission 
is charged for the luncheon 
however, donation cards are at 
each place setting describing the 
different levels of contribution and 
what each dollar amount helps us 
fund.  For example: A donation of 
$50 helps purchase sheet music 
for the Amarillo Symphony Youth 
Orchestra (ASYO) ; $125 pays a 
semester of tuition for one ASYO 
student; $150 pays for a member 
of Class Act to visit a classroom; 
$250 pays for an entire school year 
of private music instruction.
 
Each guest had a sack lunch at 
their place setting filled with a 
delicious meal arranged by Shelly 
McGee. The audience enjoyed 
a variety of performances by 
members of the Youth Symphony 
as well as having the opportunity 
to hear the history of the Youth 
Symphony by Beverly de la 
Bretonne. Local television 
personality Meaghan Collier was 
our speaker.  She shared her story 
with the audience about how being 
a member of the ASYO helped her 
learn to not only play music but to 
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Mary Ann Wright, Victoria Symphony League President, second from left in back, enjoys 
entertaining family members and friends at the recent Annual Luncheon and Style 
Show. 

https://www.tasovolunteers.com



TASO News
“THE GIRLS OF THE 
GOLDEN WEST”

The stars at night are big and 
bright…way out in far West Texas! 
Hope you all are getting ready for 
a fun, productive weekend at the 
2018 TASO 51st Annual Spring 
Conference, April 19-21, in San 
Angelo, Texas. The guilds of Big 
Spring and Abilene will team up 
with San Angelo to host the event. 
The Clarion Hotel will be our base.

The Board Meeting and Lunch 
start the conference at 11:30 
a.m. Thursday, April 19. Those 
who come in early can visit 
Historic Ft. Concho, Historic 
Cactus Hotel, Chicken Farm Art 
Center, International Water Lilly 
Collection, San Angelo Museum 
of Fine Arts, Historic Downtown 
Block One (great shopping) and 
stroll San Angelo’s beautiful 
riverwalk. Power Point Rehearsals 
and Orientation for First Time 
Conference Delegates will take 
place in the afternoon. An elegant 
dinner in the homes of some of 
San Angelo’s Guild members will 
offer time to network and enjoy 
fellowship. Wear your dressy 
evening outfits. 

The Opening Business Session 
begins at 9 a.m. Friday, April 
20 and continues throughout 
the morning with speakers, 
Recognized Projects Power Point 
Presentations and lunch. The 
Awards of Excellence Reception 
and Dinner will take place in the 
Historic Cactus Hotel. Be sure to 
don your cutest Western attire for 
the dinner and hayride which will 
deliver you to the beautiful hotel. 
Yee-ha!

Saturday, April 21, will be filled 
with the second Conference 
Business Session, speakers, 
the President’s Luncheon 
and performances from our 
three Juanita Miller Concerto 
Competition winners who will 
knock your boots off. The 
closing session will conclude the 
conference and all attendees will 
enjoy a dinner and a San Angelo 
Symphony concert and reception.

Conference chairmen have many 
surprises up their sleeves so 
prepare to be entertained and go 
back home full of new friends, 
new programs and many new 
project ideas. Watch for the 
registration information soon on 
the website and at the January 
meeting. 

MobileCause 
MobileCause helps arts and 
culture organizations attract more 
donors and inspire recurring 
donations with our engagement 
platform and services. Since 
our June board meeting, with 
Michael Steel’s presentation 
of MobileCause and how they 
helped Houston Symphony with 
their fundraising success in recent 
years, many TASO members and 
affiliates have expressed interest 
to see how MobileCause can 
make an impact with their unique 
fundraisingstrategies going into 
2018. 

As a benefit to all TASO member 
organizations, MobileCause is 
offering preferred pricing, hands-
on support from their fundraising 
experts, along with best practices 
from thousands of other arts 
and culture organizations that 
they have supported.  Two 
TASO members (East Texas 
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Symphony Orchestra & Women’s 
Symphony League of Tyler) 
have engaged MobileCause to 
enhance their fundraising and 
donor engagement efforts for 
End of Year, going into 2018 
Michael Steel at MobileCause 
will reach out to you to set-up a 
free consultation to see how we 
can break our fundraising goals! 
You can also contact him directly 
at msteel@mobilecause.com or 
818.875.9110 to learn more.

Juanita Miller Concerto 
Competition

The 22nd Annual Juanita Miller 
Concerto Competition will be 
held Saturday, January 13th in 
the Owen Art Center at Southern 
Methodist University.  Forty 
students will compete in the 2018 
competition. 

 Judges for the event are Amy 
Dorfman, Blair School of Music; 
Aubrey Murphy, guest Principal 
2nd Violin, London Symphony; 
and Doug Prosser, Eastman 
School of Music. 

We all look forward to hearing 
from the talented students and 
know it will be another successful 
event. La Donna Tunnell is the 
Chairman of this event.

La Donna can be reached at 
sltunnel@sbcglobal.net, or for 
more information please visit the 
website and JMCC Facebook 
page.
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Midland Symphony Guild 
Midland Symphony Guild will 
be enacting part of a strategic 
plan of growth in the spring of 
2018.  Currently MSG enjoys 
the participation of 181 Belles 
in its program to serve our 
community and teach our 
Belles the value of volunteering 
and service.  Our Community 
committee will begin the largest 
recruitment campaign in the 
history of our guild.  The MSG 
board recognizes that greater 
impact can only be achieved 
by increasing our membership 
and growing programs like our 
Symphony Belle program.  Our 
adult members and teenage 
Belles volunteer by partnering 
with fourteen area non-profits.  

The Freshmen Belle class 
of Midland Symphony Guild 
participated in a new event 
in November.  During the 
Midland-Odessa Symphony 
and Chorale Shostakovich 
concert, the Freshmen Belle 
class of MSG was introduced 
to concert patrons.  Before 
the concert, MSG hosted 
a reception honoring these 
Belles.
 
Nearly 50 young ladies were 
recognized as they begin 
a program lasting through 
their senior year where the 
benefits of volunteering can 
be demonstrated.  Wagner 
Noel Performing Arts Center is 
the concert home for Midland 
Odessa Symphony Center.  

Thomas Elrod
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our world today. In 1495, in a 
Dominican convent, Leonardo da 
Vinci began work on “The Last 
Supper”. He was poorly paid, 
had no experience with fresco 
painting, and had a well-deserved 
reputation as a starter - not a 
finisher. Yet Leonardo did finish 
“The Last Supper” and it has 
become one of the most beloved 
masterpieces of all time.
 
Gail stripped away the myths 
surrounding this work and 
replaced them with fascinating, 
real stories about the politics 
of the time, the elements in the 
painting, and Leonardo as an 
artist and a true Renaissance man. 
Wine and cheese was served as 
we started the afternoon off with 
a selection typical of what would 
have been performed during 
Leonardo’s time by several of the 
Young Strings.
 
Our next event will be held March 
13, 2018 in the lovely home 
of Barry Patterson and Greg 
Raynes, where we will spend 
an intimate evening with Mr. 
Matthew Good,  Principal Tuba of 
the Dallas Symphony.
Sharon Knowles

and wrote her first composition 
at 9 years of age. Some of her 
accomplishments are: Whitlock 
TMTA-SA  Theory Award, Gold 
Medal; Texas Music Teachers 
Association Original  Composition 
Contest  Third Place 2016;  
South Texas  Piano Competition  
Piano Solo Division II:  First 
Place 2017; Performance at 
Carnegie Hall; Master classes 
and performance at Maurice 
Ravel Conservatory in Paris, 
France July, 2017; Master classes 
and performance at Majorca, 
Spain .  Valldemossa) July 2017; 
Masterclasses and performance  
Radziejowice, Poland, November 
2017.  For more information please 
call: 361-814-8814 or 361-877-
0808.

The Innovators of the 
Dallas Symphony League 
The Innovators of the Dallas 
Symphony League held their 
first collaboration event in 
November, combining art history 
with the musical talents of the 
Young Strings. Gayle Ross, an 
expert on Da Vinci’s ‘”The Last 
Supper”,  revealed the mystery 
and relevance of the painting on 

The Corpus Christi 
Symphony Guild
“Young Music Composer’s 
Competition”
Invitations were mailed in 
September for the ninth year of 
the Young Music Composer’s 
Competition.  The competition was 
formed in 2012 and is privately 
funded by Maxine Sommers, 
TASO President (1971-72) Corpus 
Christi, Guild President (1967-69) 
(2006-2007.) 
 
Each year Composition Instructors 
from Texas A&M Corpus Christi, 
Del Mar College and Texas 
A&M Kingsville are invited to 
submit works of students who 
have exhibited promising talent 
in music composition in the 
area of instrumental or choral 
composition.  In addition, 
applicants must furnish a written 
copy and a recording for an 
evaluation.
 
Michael Conley, well known 
Organist and Pianist, has  served 
as resident expert advisor for 
the past 8 years.   This year Mr. 
Conley tendered his resignation 
and Roberta Dohse, past 
Symphony Guild President (2008-
09) and his partner in the Corpus 
Christi law firm of Hoblit Darling 
Ralls Hernandez & Hudlow, 
LLP will replace Mr. Conley on 
the committee. Each year the 
Guild hosts the winner of the 
Competition as its entertainment 
for the Guild’s appreciation event.   
 
Lindsey Madison Ward, Musician 
and Composer, was selected as 
the Corpus Christi Composer’s 
Competition  2017-18 winner.  
Lindsey is 17 years old.  She 
began playing the piano at age 4 

9

Leonardo da Vinci’s work  “The Last Supper”.
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Women’s Symphony 
League Of Tyler

The Women’s Symphony of Tyler 
enjoyed an energetic launch 
to 2017-2018!  More than 100 
members gathered at the home 
of Sustainer Margaret Perkins 
to hear Music Director and 
Conductor Richard Lee announce 
the details for the performance 
by Yo-Yo Ma in September.   A 
record-breaking crowd attended 
the star-studded symphony 
concert.

FALL FUNDRAISING
A wine and cheese event was 
held in October—“Fall, Fresh & 
Friends”— on the patio of Fresh 
by Brookshire’s.  Members and 
guests were entertained by a local 
band and enjoyed a beautiful 
outdoor East Texas fall evening.

The Junior Symphony League, 
composed of high school juniors 
and seniors, conducted their own 
fundraising event “Monster Bowl”  
with a costume-encouraged 
bowling party for members and 
guests.  Funds raised benefit 
the East Texas Youth Symphony 
Orchestra and educational 
projects of the Women’s 
Symphony League.

SUSTAINER GATHERING
More than 60 sustaining members 
of the Women’s Symphony 
League participated in a wine 
and cheese event at a local 
restaurant in October.  The social 
was the first of the year planned 
for those members who sustain 
the organization by their financial 
support with no committee or 
volunteer requirements.

DECEMBER MEETING
Active and Sustaining WSL 
members met in the home of 
Sustainer Derrith Bondurant 
in early December for a festive 
Christmas gathering.  The 
program of holiday music was 
provided by Jonathan Story, 
organist for Marvin United 
Methodist Church.

CONCERT WEEKEND 
SUPPORT
The WSL Symphony Host 
Committee provided Friday 
evening and Saturday noon 
meals for the East Texas 
Symphony Orchestra during 
rehearsals for each of the three 
concerts held this fall.  Members 
of the Harmony Inns Committee 
provided a “bed and breakfast” 

experience for select members of 
the ETSO for each of the concerts.  
And, members of the Junior 
Symphony League served as 
ushers during the concerts.

National Arts Advocacy 
Day
Join the Texas delegation on 
March 12-13, 2018 in Washington, 
D.C. to advocate for issues 
important to the national arts 
landscape. The arts make an 
impact in every community 
nationwide. Americans for the 
Arts has worked for more than 
50 years to bring this message to 
countless different administrations 
and leaders in Congress in this 
important effort.
Ann S Graham, Executive Director, 
Texans for the Arts
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Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra League
Cuisine, Libations and Music 
From Around the World For 
A Noteworthy Night at the Crow 
Library
Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
League guests enjoyed cuisine, 
libations and music from around 
the world at A Noteworthy Night 
held in the Crow Library on 
November 7, 2017.
 
Ginger and Rod Sager were 
the Honorary Chairs and the 
event was co-chaired by Angela 
Fontana and Penny Reid.  
DSOL Debutantes were honored 
at cocktail reception and dinner
at the Meyerson
The 2018 Dallas Symphony 
Debutantes were honored at a 
cocktail reception and buffet 
dinner on November 22 at the 
Meyerson Symphony Center. The 
debutantes, honor guards and 
their families were welcomed by 
DSOL President Mari Epperson 
and Presentation Ball Chair Lori 
Routh. Each of the 32 debutantes 
were formally introduced by 
emcee Stan Gardner and joined 
by an honor guard escort for the 
presentation. The evening was 
the start of the holiday weekend 
which included a mixer for the 
debs and honor guards, as well as 
a Bow Boot Camp for the debs. 
All the many events will culminate 
with the 32nd Presentation Ball on 
February 17, 2018. 

Fashion Notes Luncheon and 
Style Show
The Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
League (DSOL) presented Fashion 
Notes Luncheon and Style Show 
on Monday, October 23, 2017 in 
the Venetian Room of the Dallas 

Top: Angela Fontana, Rod and Ginger Sager and Penny Reid. Middle left: Taylor 
Epperson, Mari Epperson, DSOL President and Don Epperson; Bottom right: Young 
Strings.

Fairmont Hotel. The morning 
began with a reception and silent 
auction followed by a fashion 
show topped off with a delicious 
lunch generously underwritten by 
the hotel. 

Major underwriters for this event 
included Barbara Averitt/Fete 
Set, Inc., Maureen Brodnax, 
and Darlene Ellison/Veritex 

Community Bank. Special favors 
were provided by Chocolate 
Secrets. Sarah Hardin served 
as the Honorary Chair of the 
event and it was co-chaired by 
Barbara Averitt, Kendra Averitt 
and Susan Averitt Duvall. Mari 
Epperson is the DSOL President.  
Stunning fall fashions from Stanley 
Korshak and KidBiz were featured 
on the catwalk.       Deborah Brown
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Waco Symphony Council

November 7, 2017 was one of 
the most exciting performances 
yet as the Waco Symphony 
Orchestra proudly presented 
world renowned opera star, 
Renee Fleming.  Ms. Fleming 
has performed lead roles in more 
than 50 operas around the world 
including many performances with 
the Metropolitan Opera and the 
New York City Opera.  She is the 
winner of four Grammy Awards 
and a National Medal of the Arts 
recipient.  She also performed 
at the 2008 Bejing Olympics, the 
2006 Nobel Peace Prize Ceremony 
and Queen Elizabeth II’s Diamond 
Jubilee.  There was a packed 
house for her performance at 
Waco Hall where she sang pieces 
from Strauss along with a selection 
of Arias and lighter repertoire.  
She wowed the audience with her 
bright personality and numerous 
costume changes.  It was a 
night our symphony patrons will 
remember fondly!

The Waco Symphony Council 
hosted our annual Children’s 
Concert where approximately 
6,000 school children learned 
about the components of an 
orchestra and enjoyed a concert 
with the theme “Zootunes” 
featuring music from animal 
themed productions around the 
world.  Our Master of Ceremonies, 
local news anchor Ann Harder, 
did a fabulous job engaging 
the children throughout the 
day.  December 8 is our Holiday 
Concert “Holly Jolly Christmas” 
which will feature performances by 
Santa and his reindeer.

Our newest venture is our 
fundraiser “Symphony of the City 
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the Art and Architecture of Waco” 
to be held on February 10, 2018. 
It is a progressive cocktail party 
featuring three of Waco’s finest 
homes.  Each home will have a 
unique theme paired with its own 
cocktails, appetizers and music. 
We are hard at work to make it a 
BIG success.  We will give a full 
report in the Spring Newsletter.  
Melissa Boss 

Lubbock Symphony 
Guild 
Holiday Brunch  
The Lubbock Symphony Guild 
hosted its annual Holiday Brunch 
Dec. 7th at the home of Dr. 
and Mrs. Chad Sargent. This 
is a time that Guild members 
gathered socially but also a 
time for possible new members 
could come and mingle with 
Guild members to find out more 
about our Guild in a relax setting.  
After the brunch, members were 
invited to shop at Talbots to 
benefit the Lubbock Symphony 
Guild.  Talbots donated 10% of 
all pre tax sales to the LSG. 

Terri Byrne
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Houston Symphony 
League

TASO News

Houston Symphony League
Top left: Robert Kesselman; Top right: Hard 
at work craft volunteers from a Grinch Stole 
Christmas; Center right: Pirate swords were a 
big hit. Bottom photo: Roberto Cavalli Boutique 
Luncheon and Fashion Show featuring the 
2017 Fall/Winter Collection.  White bone china 
with gold accents glistened on the long tables 
with white floral arrangements of paleo orchids, 
hydrangeas and roses. 
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Houston Symphony 
Roberto Cavalli Luncheon & 
Fashion Show
Fashionably dressed women 
gathered to support the Houston 
Symphony at the Roberto Cavalli 
Boutique Luncheon and Fashion 
Show featuring the 2017 Fall/
Winter Collection.  White bone 
china with gold accents glistened 
on the long tables with white 
floral arrangements of paleo 
orchids, hydrangeas and roses.
 
 During the reception, Houston 
Symphony musicians Annie 
Chen and Jarita Ng set the tone 
with background string selections 
enhanced by Veuve Clicquot and 
San Pellegrino as the women 
began selecting purchases, 
15% of which would benefit the 
Symphony.
 
After enjoying the Toulouse 
produced lunch, supplemented 
by selected wines from Beviamo 
International, models showcased 
the latest selections. 
Roberto Cavalli Boutique will 
continue to contribute 15% of 
purchases to the Symphony 
through October 20th  when 
you set up an appointment with 
Jayden or one of the other the 
sales assistants (713 840 8900) 
and provide the key phrase 
-HOUSTON SYMPHONY.

Houton Symphony League Book 
Club
HSL Book Club Meetings for 
“The Noise of Time” by Julian 
Barnes, was held on Wednesday, 
November 15, 2017  at  10:00 
a. m. at chez Kelli Cohen Fein, 
“Dinner With Lenny”  by Jonathan 
Cottrell , will be on Wednesday, 
February 21, 2018  at 10:00 a.m. 

at chez Diane Gendel / at her 
new home!
1814 State Street, 77007, Ginny 
Garrett, esteemed moderator.

B# Brunch
“I’m all ‘bout that bass, ‘bout 
that bass, no treble!”  Join B# 
Brunch on Tuesday January 30 
at the Houston Country Club for 
an entertaining visit and brunch 
with Robin Kesselman. The 
cost is $50. Please contact Carol 
Vartian (gloriamaris@comcast.
net) or Elba Villarreal (elba_lilia@
sbcglobal.net) for details and 
availability.

2017-2018 Family Concert 
Series: Craft Night off to a 
“Houston Strong” Start
The Houston Symphony League 
(HSL) chairs overseeing the crafts 
for the 2017-2018 Family Concert 
Series continue their commitment 
to make the volunteer work 
associated with the craft activity 
an engaging and rewarding 
experience for the volunteers. 
Building upon the initiative 
started during the 2015-2016 
season, Ann Tornyos and Kristin 
Turnak - the 2017-2018 chairs 
for the Family Concert Activities - 
will host a “Night of Crafts” craft 
party before each family concert 
held this season.
 
During each craft party, HSL 
members - and their invited 
friends and guests - have the 
opportunity to spend a nice 
evening enjoying good food, 
catching up with fellow members 
and/or making new friends while 
helping to prepare materials for 
the craft that will be set out for 
the kids attending the upcoming 
family concert.  Right after 
Hurricane Harvey the first “Night 

of Crafts” craft party was held at 
Bellaire Methodist Church.  The 
church was gracious enough to 
allow the craft party to take place 
in one of the activity rooms, since 
Ann’s home was undergoing 
some storm-related repairs. If 
you would like to receive an 
announcement as to when the 
next craft party will be held, 
please contact Kristin Turnak 
(kgturnak@outlook.com) or Ann 
Tornyos (anntnola@gmail.com).  
The parties are open to both 
current HSL members and their 
invited friends and guests.   
  
Volunteering the Day of the 
Concert:
In addition, if anyone would like 
to volunteer and help the children 
assemble their crafts the day 
of the Family Concert, please 
contact Kristin or Ann.   
 
2017-2018 Family Concert 
Series:

* A Grinch Christmas (December 
2, 2017)

* Be Our Guest (March 3, 2018)
* ¡Fiesta! (April 21, 2018)
         
ABRACADABRA and 
ALAKAZAM!
 
It’s time once again for the 
Houston Symphony’s most 
wonderful family holiday event -
MAGICAL MUSICAL MORNING!!!
This event was held on December 
10 this year. It benefitted the 
Houston Symphony’s Education 
and Community Programming. 
Chairs were Ting and Robert 
Bresnahan and Erin and John 
Stewart.

Ann M. Cavanaugh
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The Friends Association 
of the Symphony 
Orchestra-FASO
The Friends Association of the 
Symphony Orchestra (FASO) 
began the new season with 
the annual Fall Reception. This 
reception honors all members and 
introduces the new Symphony 
season. The Woman’s Club was 
the event venue on September 
28,2017. Hors d’oeuvres and wine 
were served and piano music was 
enjoyed by all present.

2017-2018 FASO Board
President Donna Beto announced
the Patron Award from TASO was
awarded to our own Rose 
VanArsdel. Rose will receive the
award in San Angelo at the annual
TASO State Conference in April
2018. FASO members were 
delighted to have Rose recognized 
for all her support for many years 
of not only FASO but the arts 
as a whole in our community. 
The new board was recognized 
and Maestro Bussiki revealed 
the new season of the Brazos 
Valley Symphony Orchestra. The 
BVSO’s theme for this year is 
‘Tenors and Titans’ due to the key 
elements of the season featuring 
composers considered to be the 
titans of classical music, as well as 
phenomenal guest artists.

Allen Honda sponsored the 6th 
annual Brazos Valley Symphony 
Golf Tournament in support of the 
cultural and educational programs 
of the BVSO on October 9, 
2017. In partnership with the golf 
tournament, FASO held a raffle for 
a $6,000 golf cart. The cart was 
graciously donated by a member’s 
husband. Raffle tickets were 
distributed to board members as 

well as Brazos Valley Symphony 
Society board members. The 
drawing for the golf cart was held 
at the end of the Tournament on 
October 9,2017. The lucky winner 
was Jim Singleton, a long time 
supporter of the Symphony and 
FASO. This fundraiser helped raise 
money not only for the Symphony 
but also raised awareness of our 
musical and educational outreach 
programs in our community.
The Brazos Valley Symphony 
Orchestra continues its 36th 
season featuring “Tenors and 
Titans’ with the next concert 
featuring two titans of classical 
music: Mozart and Beethoven,as 
well as two of the most beloved 
compositions ever written. This 
second performance of the season 
will feature Mozart’s instantly 
recognizable and intensely 
emotional Symphony No. 40, 
which is unquestionably one of the 
composer’s most admired works, 
The evening will close with one 
of Beethoven’s most celebrated 
works, Symphony N. 3 “Eroica”. 

Interestingly, in 2016 “Eroica” was 
named the greatest symphony of 
all time by BBC Music Magazine’ 
in a survey of 151 conductors 
working across the world.
The Holiday Pops Concert will 
be on December 10, 2017 at the 
Christ United Methodist Church. 
Get into the holiday spirit with 
the entire family and participate 
in a fun and interactive sing-
along. The concert will once 
again feature the BVSO Brass 
with the Christ United Methodist 
Sanctuary Choir and Canticle 
Ringers, in addition to, the CSHD 
Varsity Choir. Also featured 
will be organist James Faith.
The FASO members and the 
Symphony Belles host a cookie 
reception immediately following 
the concert. This concert has 
become a signature Brazos 
Valley holiday tradition and a very 
special celebration for the entire 
community.

Continued page 16.
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In January in two performances 
to packed Rudder Auditorium 
on TAMU campus, the BVSO 
instills a love of live orchestra 
music in area 4th and 5th 
graders. Coordinated by FASO, 
this project provides preparation 
materials for teachers and 
students and culminates with 
the concert performance. 
Afterward, art and essay contests 
offer students continued 
engagement with the event. 
FASO also coordinates with the 
Brazos Valley Youth Concerto 
Competition, an annual event 
that enables a finalist to perform 
with the BVSO at the Children’s 
Concerts.

In February, BVSO will perform an 
evening of French and Russian 
masterpieces. Ravel’s Bolero,as 
well as, Borodin’s Prince 
Igor-Polovtsian Dances, and 
Stravinsky’s Petrushka will create 
an evening of excitement and 
enchantment.
Alice B. Hoelscher

Abilene Philharmonic 
Guild
The Abilene Philharmonic Guild 
has announced its honorees for 
their upcoming Gold Medallion 
ball and brunch set for March 
3, 2018. Portia Moore and her 
husband S.M. Moore have been 
chosen the Grande Dame and 
the Noble Gold for the gala. The 
couple has a contagious passion 
for the arts and has loyally served 
the Abilene Philharmonic Guild. 
Portia was President of the 
Texas Association for Symphony 
Orchestras in 1986. 

The annual event celebrates the 
Abilene Philharmonic Orchestra 

and spotlights the talented and 
committed youth who participate 
in the Belles and Beaus Program. 
This year eleven young ladies 
will be presented and honored 
for their service. The evening’s 
festivities will also include dinner 
and dancing and a silent auction.

The Guild has held four monthly 
luncheon meetings with varied 
musical programs enjoyed by 
all in attendance. In October, 
students in grades 3-5 were 
able to participate in the Guild’s 
education concert series, “Hats 
Off,” designed to acquaint 
them with the various orchestra 
instruments and the basic 

musical elements of an orchestra. 
Members also conducted a 
poinsettia resale project, offering 
the beautiful red plants that 
graced the stage at the Christmas 
Pops concert for sale at a special 
price. 

The orchestra has presented 
concerts in September which 
featured classic Gershwin music 
with powerful pianist Joel Fan; 
in October Scott Thomburg, 
trumpeter, delighted audiences 
and the popular Christmas Pops 
concert played to almost sold out 
crowds. 

Sophia Maryianowski
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Fall Fundraiser Maestro 
Ball Dazzles
The weather was perfect for the 
evening of our first Maestro Ball. 
As attendees stepped out of 
the elevator, they were greeted 
with the lovely music of the 
Wichita Falls Youth Symphony 
Ensemble. Blue lights shone from 
each balcony of the Hamilton 
Ballroom, and the fireplaces 
were festively decorated with 
blue velvet pumpkins mixed with 
traditional orange pumpkins 
and fairy lights lending a touch 
of magic. Centerpieces of 
white roses encircled by white 
hydrangeas sat on shiny blue 
and white organza lit with tiny 
white lights creating a dramatic 
contrast with black tablecloths. 
Many enjoyed socializing with the 
music of the Ken Nelson Quartet 
while others sipped champagne 
at the raffle table. Fouad 
Fakhouri, the new Wichita Falls 
Symphony Orchestra Music 
Director/Conductor, with his wife, 
Diane, and daughter, Isabella, 
visited with everyone throughout 
the evening. 

Applause members Ryan 
Guthrie, Alyssa Minuto, Page 
Montgomery and Austin Taack 
served the dinner prepared 
by Bistro Express. Everyone 
commented on how delicious the 
beef tenderloin was, as well as 
the warm and luscious dessert. 
Elayna Anderson, Annie Scales 
and Alyssa Wilkins beautifully 
performed “The Flower Duet,” a 
short operatic piece by Delibes 
Lakmé, and then sang “Deep in 
the Heart of Texas” to Fouad and 
presented him with a cowboy hat 
donated by Huskey Hat. Fouad 
expressed that he and his family 

feel very welcome here in Wichita 
Falls, and he is looking forward 
to working with our community. 
Many, including Fouad and his 
daughter, took to the dance floor 
after the performance. 

Viv Wolf sold raffle tickets 
for items donated by local 
businesses, WFSO and committee 
members. Judy Diltz won a 
conductor’s baton autographed 
by our Maestro and the library 
fireplace decorations by Gabby’s. 
Viv Wolf won a painting party 
for 10 at How Great Thou Art, 
and Mishic Liberatore won 
a beginner’s Yoga basket and 
a month of free classes at 

BALANCE. The dinner and drinks 
for two at Salt & Pepper along with 
Symphony tickets was won by 
Marilyn Spitsnaugle.  John Vitek 
and Genie Ratliff donated the 
wine for the event. 

Generous donations were also 
given by the Bryant Edwards 
Foundation and White Realty 
Management Co. Co-chaired 
by Kay Murphy and Elaine 
Davenport, the Fall Fundraising 
committee members, Viv Wolf, 
Katie Hein, Georgia Pogue, 
Wayne Bennett and Karen 
Bacus, worked hard to make this 
event special. Save the date for 
next year!
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RECOGNIZED PROJECTS

Cindy Kidwell, chairman, announced the winners of 
Recognized Projects as follows:

“Guild Website,” a Communication & Technology project 
by the Lubbock Symphony Guild

“Membership to Electronic Format,” a 
Communication & Technology project 

by the Midland Symphony Guild

“Children’s Fashion Show,” a Fundraising project 
by the Houston Symphony League

“Wine Collector’s Auction,” a Fundraising project 
by the Houston Symphony League

“Style Show & Shopping Spree,” a Fundraising project by the 
Women’s Symphony League of Tyler

“Reach Out and Touch Someone,” A Leadership / Service Project 
by the Houston Symphony League

“Community Homes for Adults, Inc:  Involvement in 
Our World of Music,” a Leadership / Service project by the Plano 

Symphony Orchestra Guild

“Treble Clef Society,” a Leadership / Service project 
by the Waco Symphony Council

Favorite Christmas Carols
     Caroling, Caroling       Candice Hicks
 Christmas Eve       Sharon Knowles
 Hark the Herald Angels Sing     Joi Smith, Cindy Kidwell
    I’ll Be Home For Christmas     Betty Wall
     It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas (Perry Como version) Nancie N Rissing
    Joy to the World       Venise Stuart
     Mary, Did You Know?      Janie Orr, Sandy Secor
 The Messiah       Joi Smith
 The Nut Cracker Suite      Joi Smith
    O Holy Night       Erin Kracht, Erin Kracht
 O Come ALL Ye Faithfull      Laura Hyde
     Silent Night       Venise Stuart, Betty Tutor, LaVerne Gollob
 Some Children See Him      Jan Woodward
     White Christmas       Venise Stuart, Steve Tunnell, Terry Ann White
         Darlene Morford
     Winter Wonderland      Venise Stuart

Texans for the Arts: Texas 
Interim
Texans for the Arts is preparing 
for an “In District Arts Advocacy 
Week” in April 2018 - a time 
when you can get to know the 
candidates who are running for 
statewide office in your district, let 
them know of your important work 
in the Symphony world, and that 
you vote!  We will share information 
with TASO in the start of the new 
year to seek your participation 
across the state. 

We see our core legislative agenda 
in 2019 to include:
* protecting the Hotel Occupancy 
Tax, Chapter 351, 15% for 
arts provision AND work with 
municipalities to maximize the 
15%; and
* protecting and growing the 
Texas Commission on the Arts 
appropriation and restoring the 
Cultural District Funding

We’ll keep you posted as 
we expand and deepen our 
engagement in the coming year 
and look for ways to engage TASO 
in our efforts to increase public and 
private resources for the arts. 
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Texans for the Arts is busy in the interim session, already preparing for action in the 86th Texas 
Legislative Session which begins in January 2019.

TEXAS INTERIM: 
Texans for the Arts is preparing for an “In District Arts Advocacy Week” in April 2018 - a time when you 
can get to know the candidates who are running for statewide office in your district, let them know of your 
important work in the Symphony world, and that you vote!  We will share information with TASO in the start of 
the new year to seek your participation across the state. 

We see our core legislative agenda in 2019 to include:
* protecting the Hotel Occupancy Tax, Chapter 351, 15% for arts provision AND work with municipalities to 
maximize the 15%; and
* protecting and growing the Texas Commission on the Arts appropriation and restoring the Cultural District 
Funding

We’ll keep you posted as we expand and deepen our engagement in the coming year and look for ways to 
engage TASO in our efforts to increase public and private resources for the arts.  

JOIN TEXANS FOR THE ARTS;
Texans for the Arts is currently conducting its annual membership campaign for 2018.  If your Symphony and 
Symphony Associations are members - we urge you to renew your membership!  If you are not yet a member, 
join us!   https://texansforthearts.nationbuilder.com/membership. An investment in Texans for the Arts is an 
investment in protecting and growing public resources for the arts across Texas. Texans for the Arts also 
works at the national level:

FEDERAL TAX PLAN:
At the federal level, we are keeping you abreast of the implications of the federal tax overhaul.  Note, it is 
likely a tax plan will have been adopted by the time this newsletter goes to print, but In a rush to pass far-
reaching tax reform before year-end, both the House and Senate have passed separate but similar tax bills. 
Unfortunately, both versions of the tax bill would have a very negative impact on charitable giving. The bill 
now moves into a joint conference committee to negotiate a final, unified bill that can be signed into law 
by the President. It is anticipated that the ability to include any new provisions at this point will be severely 
limited, if not impossible.

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS UPDATE
On July 18th, the full House Appropriations Committee met and approved funding for the National 
Endowment for the Arts at $145 million for FY 2018. Although we are disappointed by a proposed $5 million 
cut (from $150 million in FY 2017), we are encouraged that it is not the termination proposal sought by the 
Administration since March. 
This House proposal falls short of the funding requested by a record bipartisan group of 154 members of 
Congress of $155 million. Similar to the request made by members in the House, 40 Senators requested NEA 
funding of at least $150 million for FY 2018. What happens next?

Now, members of Congress are discussing how to continue work to pass these proposals before funding runs 
out at the end of September. Still to come is the U.S. Senate’s proposal expected after Labor Day.
Ann S. Graham, Executive Director, Texans for the Arts

Texas Legislative News
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