
    

    T A S O  N E W S
          Texas Association for Symphony Orchestras
    The purpose of this organization shall be, “To promote, develop and support symphony orchestras”

                                             Celebrating 51 Years    Fall 2017

The twenty-three Member 
Leagues and Volunteer Groups 
in TASO have raised money 
that benefits their orchestras. 
Together that amounts to totals 
over $3,827,043.76 this year 
for the orchestras in Texas.  
Federal funding for the arts and 

humanities rolls in around $250 
million a year.

MobileCause 
MobileCause helps arts and 
culture organizations attract more 
donors and inspire recurring 
donations with our engagement 
platform and services. Their 
customers say that MobileCause 
accelerates fund raising and 
donor programs. They are the 
pioneers of mobile and online 
fund raising, they’ve become 
trusted experts to organizations 
such as the Houston Symphony, 
The Field Museum and Alley 
Theatre, among others. They 
boost their fund raising efforts and 
enhance the giving experience 
for more than 20 million of their 
donors. 
The MobileCause platform 
incorporates over 25 fund raising 

TASO LEAGUES RAISE OVER $3,827,043 FOR THE ARTS

Yo-Yo Ma Sightings
The Dallas Symphony Orches-
tra will host a black-tie gala on 
September 16, 2017 featuring 
classical music legend Yo-Yo 
Ma performing with Music 
Director Jaap van Zweden 
and the DSO. The East Texas 
Symphony Orchestra and UT 
Tyler Cowan Center will jointly 
present Yo-Yo Ma on Sunday, 
September 17, 2017, at 7:00 
p.m. at the UT Tyler Cowan 
Center. Yo-Yo Ma has enjoyed 
a multi-faceted career. He 
searches for new ways to com-
municate with audiences, and 
to grow artisticly. In 2011, Mr. 
Ma was recognized as a Ken-
nedy Center Honoree and he 
also serves as a UN Messenger 
of Peace. 

The TASO website has a new look.  Take a look at our new blog and conductor spotlight.
https://www.tasovolunteers.com

tools and solutions to simplify 
fund raising making it easier for 
donors to give, allowing partner 
NPOs to raise 54% more money 
by using MobileCause solutions. 
Customer Success Feature 
Houston Symphony: A Seamless 
In-App and Online Giving 
Experience for Members and 
Supporters. 

Campaign Results
• $430,000 raised through 
online giving in-app and on their 
website
• Over 1,350 donors
• $225 average gift size
• 65% off all donations 
made through direct link on 
mobile app. Contact MobileCause  
at https://www.mobilecause.com. 



President’s Letter

Calendar
  Sept. 24, Sunday   Committee Meetings and Dutch Treat Dinner
  Sept. 25, Monday        2ND TASO Board of Directors Meeting
  Dec. 1    Newsletter Deadline
  Jan. 11, Thursday        Committee Meetings and Dutch Treat Dinner
  Jan. 12, Friday             3RD TASO Board of Directors Meeting
  March 1   Newsletter Deadline
  April 19-21, 2018   51st TASO Conference in San Angelo, TX 
      GIRLS OF THE GOLDEN WEST
  

TASO Newsletter Co-Editor, Sandy Secor, jwsecor@sbcglobal.net
TASO Newsletter Co-Editor, Sharon Knowles, sharonknowles@tx.rr.com

Dear TASO Members, 

Welcome to the Texas Association for Symphony Orchestras’ 51st 
year!  As president of TASO, I am very excited to tell you about two new 
projects the Board is undertaking. First, to improve our communication, 
a new website has been created.  Special thanks go to Deborah Brown, 
our Technology Manager, who has made this dream become a reality. 
Please enjoy browsing the new web site, read the new Conductor’s 
Spotlight, and enjoy our new blog at www.tasovolunteers.com. 

 Second, with the help of Laura Street, the TASO Board will be involved 
in preparing a new strategic plan to address the future needs of our 
organization. If you have any questions, ideas, or concerns, please share 
them with Anna Speir, Chairman of the Strategic Planning Committee. 

You may contact her at annawynspeir@sbcglobal.net.

Finally, a big shout out to all of the TASO Leagues and Guilds for their amazing fund raising 
abilities.  Last year the TASO member leagues raised $3,827,043.76 for their respective orchestras.  
Congratulations to every league!  This is why we are…

TASO STRONG – TEXAS PROUD!

Joi Smith
Joi Smith
TASO President
2017-2018
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TASO News
Abilene Philharmonic 
Guild
The Abilene Philharmonic Guild is 
looking forward to the upcoming 
Abilene Philharmonic 2017-2018 
season. In May, we welcomed 
our new Executive Director, 
Kevin Smith. Once again, 
we will be treated to Maestro 
David Itkin’s extensive and 
immeasurable talents as he opens 
the Philharmonic’s 67th season 
with world renowned pianist, Joel 
Fan, playing Gershwin. He will 
also conduct a trumpet fanfare, 
featuring music by Arutiunian. 
Travis Cloer, longtime star of 
Jersey Boys, will usher in the 
holidays with our Christmas 
concert.

The 2017 Discover Music 
curriculum, Hats Off!, will be 
presented to local schools. 
Children in grades 3 – 5 are 
invited to take a trip through the 
history of music, from Mozart 
in the Classical Era to Leonard 
Bernstein in the Modern Era 
with Maestro Itkin. This engaging 
program always inspires and 
educates students and is one of 
the most rewarding events our 
Guild members participate in.
This year’s Gold Medallion Ball 
will honor Portia Moore as our 
Grande Dame. Portia has been an 
avid supporter of the Philharmonic 
and was an active member of 
TASO, serving as a past president. 
Our Ball Chairs, Sheila Warren 
and Thora Sutton, are busy 
making plans for this elegant fund 
raiser.

The Abilene Philharmonic’s 
biennial Nelda Hodges Young 
Artist Competition will be held this 
season. This competition, named 
after Nelda Hodges, a previous 

TASO board member, supports 
outstanding young musicians in 
the Abilene area and is open to 
woodwind, brass, percussion, 
strings and piano students 
between the ages of 12-18. The 
winner can be the guest artist 
at one of our concerts. Former 
winner, Fiona Shea, will perform 
on violin in January. 

Our Programs Chair, Jan 
McCaslin, has lined up a 
wonderful assortment of local 
high school students to perform at 
our Guild monthly meetings and 
we are grateful for all the Guild 
members that have volunteered 
their homes to host these 
meetings. Our Belles and Beaus 
will be getting an orientation 
before ushering at our concerts. 
Their youthful presence and poise 
has always been welcomed by 
concert patrons.

As co-hosts of this season’s 
TASO conference in San Angelo, 
we are excited to work with the 
many exceptionally talented 
ladies involved. We look forward 
to seeing our TASO colleagues 
and are sure this season will 
be a success, bringing music 
that culturally enriches our 
communities.
Joanne Vaughan, President

Waco Symphony Council
Members of the Waco Symphony 
Council have been hard at 
work this summer. Our 2017-
18 membership drive is under 
way and we are expecting 
another record breaking year 
for membership.  Last year, the 
Council exceeded 500 members 
and launched a new patron 
membership category called the 
“Treble Clef Society”, surpassing 

our membership goal by almost 
$10,000 and hope to increase 
that amount again this year.  The 
Fund raising Committee has 
created a brand new fund raiser,  
“Symphony of the City” the Art 
and Architecture of Waco, to be 
held on February 10, 2018.  

We are extremely pleased to 
announce that world renowned 
opera star Renee’ Fleming 
will be performing with the 
Waco Symphony Orchestra on 
November 7, at Waco Hall.  She 
has scheduled only three Texas 
performances this year, this is her 
only appearance in Texas with 
a symphony orchestra.  She is 
the winner of 4 Grammy Awards, 
National Medal of the Arts 
recipient, sang at Queen Elizabeth 
II’s Diamond Jubilee, and starred 
with leading roles in more than 
50 operas, appearing with opera 
companies around the world, 
including the Metropolitan Opera 
and New York City Opera.
Melissa Boss

Renowned opera star Renee’ Fleming.
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TASO News

Guests enjoying Vintage Amarillo: Tastes 
of Spain. Below right: Tablesetting for 
Gala.

The Amarillo Symphony 
Guild 
The Amarillo Symphony Guild 
hosted thier biennial fundraising 
event, Vintage Amarillo: Tastes 
of Spain.  This event showcased 
wines from Spain combined with 
authentic Spanish cuisine.  Many 
generous private donors donated 
bottles and even cases of wine 
from their own private wine 
cellars.  Several businesses also 
gave generously from their own 
inventories.  

The committee worked tirelessly 
to procure live and silent auction 
items that were auctioned off 
during this two day event. Some 
of the auction packages included  
trips to Spain, Seattle, Las Vegas 
and even a sunset diner in Palo 
Duro Canyon. A local jeweler 
provided a spectacular diamond 
necklace that was worn home 
by the winning bidder! The room 
was decorated to replicate the 
bold colors of Spain with tables 
beautifully adorned with bright 
blues and yellows.  Each course 
on the menu was served with a 
variety of Spanish wines selected 
by the wine experts and paired to 
compliment the food right down 
to the dessert.

At the conclusion of the meal, the 
live auctioneer began a fast paced 
program and all the donated 
items were auctioned and sold 
to the highest bidder.  All monies 
raised during Vintage are used to 
support the various educational 
projects sponsored by both the 
Amarillo Symphony Guild and the 
Amarillo Symphony. When all the 
final numbers were tallied, and 
expenses paid, the final number 
exceeded our original anticipated 
total. 

Vintage 2017 was a great success 
and we look forward to the 2017-
2018 season. 
Margaret Brown
President 2017-2018

Brazos Valley 
The Friends Association of the 
Symphony Orchestra (FASO) 
of  the Brazos Valley begins 
their 2017-2018 year with a Fall 
Reception on September 28, 
2017 at The Woman’s Club.  This 
catered event honors the new 
Board, the FASO membership 
and supporters of the Symphony.  
Maestro Marcelo Bussiki will 
announce the new season entitled 
“36 Years of Making Music Come 
Alive!”  FASO will have a Fall 
Reception and a Spring Luncheon 
for the entire membership.

FASO will sponsor a golf cart raffle 
in partnership with the Brazos 
Valley Symphony Society.  The 
drawing will be at the 6th annual 
Golf Tournament on October 9, 
2017 at the Pebble Creek Country 
Club. This is always a sold out 
event with many sponsors of the 
various parts of the tournament. 
The Symphony Belles begin 
their year with a Sweet Summer 
Social on August 22. 2017 at the 

Cotton Exchange in downtown 
Bryan. This is an informational 
session for the young ladies 
and their parents.  On August 
27, 2017, the applicants sign up 
for the various responsibilities 
according to their interests and 
availability.  As a two year service 
program, the goal of the Belles 
is to provide opportunities for 
young women to enhance their 
social skills, to be exposed to 
and support the Brazos Valley 
Symphony Orchestra and it 
patrons, and to practice being a 
lady.  Membership is open to high 
school junior and senior women 
attending a private, public, private 
or home school in the Brazos 
Valley.  Senior Belles with two 
years of Belle service are eligible 
to compete for up to $3,000 in 
various Belle Scholarships.  These 
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TASO News

Yekwon Sunwoo, Gold Medal Van Cliburn 
winner.

prepared to assist staff with 
PSO staff changes to ensure a 
smooth transition. The majority 
of the Guild Board remains for 
the 2017-2018 season with 
only one new Committee Chair, 
Tracye Robinson, Chair of Office 
Support.

This past year the PSO Guild 
was busier then in previous 
years. As our attendance at the 
concerts grew so did the Guild 
involvement in different areas. The 
Guild had seven different small 
fund raising events this past year. 
One of our annual events is to 
attend a Rough Riders baseball 
game. We were pleased that the 
Rough Riders recognized the 
Plano Symphony as we begin our 
35th Anniversary Season. The 
management of the Rough Riders 
even had a special fireworks 
show after the game. This annual 
baseball game is great family 
event and always well attended.
Every year the Guild hosts an 
event at Barnes and Noble 
Bookstore around Halloween. The 
Petting Zoo always draws a big 
crowd of children, Barnes and 
Nobles does a special story time, 
and Guild volunteers stationed 

in different areas of the store 
hand out candy. The winner from 
our Collin County Young Artist 
Competition will perform for the 
attendees. Barnes and Nobles 
gives a percentage of book sales 
back to the PSO Guild. The event 
also provides an opportunity to 
educate the public about our 
symphony.

The Fundraising Committee 
Co-chaired by Ellie Barash and 
Shelley Van Derven hosted a 
Mother-Daughter tea along with 
a wonderful Fashion Show at the 
1013 Event Center in downtown 
Plano. A portion of the proceeds 
were donated to the Alice 
Hobbs Education Fund. This 
Fund provides scholarships to 
the Plano Independent Schools 
under-served students, who show 
a potential in music, for private 
music lessons. For 2017-2018 
school year, the Fund will sponsor 
12 students.

The Guild also assigns Guild 
Committee Chairs to host a 
Guild Table at the PSO concerts 
for further increase interest and 
support for the Guild. Giving us 
a chance to let our patrons learn 
more about the Guild and the 
contributions made in support of 
the Plano Symphony. Through 
this endeavor, we have signed 
up new members to the Guild 
who have also joined a Guild 
Committee.

Our President, Darlene Morford, 
and past President, Janie Orr, 
represented the PSO Guild at 
the TASO Conference in Dallas. 
Both enjoyed the conference and 
brought back many good 
suggestions for our Guild. Both 
Darlene and Janie are 

Brazos Valley Continued from page 4
young women add an amazing 
amount of service and assistance 
to the Brazos Valley Symphony. 
  The Brazos Valley Symphony 
begins its season entitled “36 
years of Making Music Come 
Alive!” with an extraordinary 
program.  The Symphony begin 
the summer with a bang.  I LOVE 
AMERICA FOURTH OF JULY 
celebration at the George Bush 
Presidential Library.  This July 
4th celebration was part of a 
cooperative event, providing 
all day activities for the entire 
community.  The event was 
organized by the Noon Lion’s 
Club, the George Bush Presidential 
Library and Museum and the 
BVSO.  The patriotic symphony 
performance was concluded with 
a spectacular firework display.

The concert season begins on 
October 22nd with a performance 
by  Yekwon Sunwoo of South 
Korea, the Gold Medal winner of 
the 15th Van Cliburn International 
Piano Competition in Fort 
Worth. He will perform  Sergei 
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto 
No. 3 in D minor with the 
Brazos Valley Symphony.  Major 
masterpieces of Mozart and 
Beethoven will be performed on 
November 19, 2017. This season 
of making music come alive 
promises to be rewarding and 
challenging for the audience as 
well as the orchestra.
Alice B Hoelscher

The Plano Symphony 
Orchestra Guild 
The Plano Symphony Orchestra 
Guild is preparing for another 
banner year under the direction 
of Darlene Morford, Guild 
President. The Guild Board is 

5
Continued on page 10



TASO News
Women’s Symphony 
League of Austin 
Everyone is invited to attend 
the Women’s Symphony 
League Jewel Ball on Saturday, 
September 23, 2017. The Jewel 
Ball Honorary Chairs are Karen 
and Thomas Vaughn. Karen has 
been a member of the Women’s 
Symphony League since 1989.  
Thomas has served on the Austin 
Symphony Orchestra Board for 
many years and was honored 
as King Brio XLVI.  Two of their 
daughters were presented at 
the Jewel Ball as Diamond 
and Princess.  The Women’s 
Symphony League appreciates 
their support and looks forward to 
honoring them at the Jewel Ball 
events.

The 2017 Jewel Ball Royal Court 
was announced at the Jewel Tea 
on Friday, May 19th.  Hosted by 
the Past Presidents’ Council, 
the Jewel Tea is a time-honored 
tradition occurring each May.  
Guests arrived at the lovely home 
of Brenda and Jonny Jones 
and enjoyed a wonderful time 
celebrating our Austin and Visiting 
Jewel Court. Joan Holtzman 
and Suzy Lindeman Snyder, 
two of the WSL’s 1953 Charter 
Members!!  They have been WSL 
members for 64 years!  Joan 
played the piano at the Jewel 
Tea, as she has done every year 
for decades. WSL of Austin 
Welcomes 58 New Members!

58 New Members Welcomed
The WSL of Austin welcomed 
58 New Members at the New 
Member Orientation on April 25.
New Members enjoyed a fabulous 
and fun scavenger hunt game 
which provided an exciting format 

for meeting and mingling! More 
social events are planned for the 
upcoming year.

Eva Gayle Gibbs, Recipient of 
2017 First Chair Award
Eva Gayle Gibbs was this year’s 
recipient of the WSL First Chair 
Award.  This award honors  
one person for her long-term 
dedication, leadership, and 
commitment to the success of 
the WSL of Austin.  Eva Gayle has 
been a member of the WSL for 36 
years.  She has served in a myriad 
of leadership positions including 
WSL President.  She has served 
on the Austin Symphony Board 
of Directors for 23 years.  She 
is currently serving as Assistant 
Vice-President for Concert 
Hospitality. On the state level, she 
was the 1998 TASO Conference 
Chair when the Conference was 
held in Austin. On the national 
level, Eva Gayle was a member of 
the LOA for 14 years during which 
time she served as President 
and in many other leadership 
positions.
Children’s Day Art Park
Each Wednesday morning in June 

Left to right: Princess Allison Klein, Princess Jewell McCaul, Princess Cristina Garcia, 
Diamond Queen Jessica Whittenton, Princess Suzanne Whittenton, Princess Reagan 
Helburn. Not pictured: Princess Caroline Goodwin and Princess Caroline McCaul.

Center: Joan Holtzman and Suzy 
Lindeman Snyder, 1953 Charter Members. 
Above: Eva Gayle Gibbs.
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and July, thousands of children 
were entertained by mimes, 
magicians, and musicians at the 
Austin Symphony Orchestra’s 
Children’s Day Art Park.  Children 
also visited the instrument petting
Continued on page 7



TASO News
University of Texas at Tyler Cowan 
Center.

The first WSL meeting of the 
year is being billed as a “Meet 
the Conductor” event.  A loyal 
sustainer, Margaret Perkins, is 
opening her home Wednesday, 
September 13, from 4 to 6 p.m. 
where members will enjoy a social 
gathering and hear from Richard 
Lee, ETSO Music Director, 
and Vanessa Gardner, ETSO 
Executive Director, about the 
upcoming concert series. Over 
the summer, WSL leadership has 
organized members to provide 
meals for some 60 orchestra 
members each Friday evening 
and Saturday lunch on concert 
weekends.  Additionally, WSL 
members have volunteered to 
open their homes for a “Bed 
and Breakfast” experience for 
orchestra members on concert 
weekends. The first fundraising 
event for the year, “Fall, Fresh 
& Friends,” is set for Tuesday, 
October 24, on the terrace of 
a upscale food store, Fresh by 
Brookshire’s.  This is a popular 
evening for couples and guests 
featuring wine, hors d’oeuvres and 
music amid lively conversation.
Cindy Kidwell

zoo, listened to stories under the 
Magic Oak Tree, and tried their 
hand at special projects in the Art 
Tent. 

Youth Leadership Council
The Youth Leadership Council 
is enrolling high school students 
entering grades 9 – 12, kicking 
off with a social on August 20th.  
The Speaker Series begins on 
September 17th. We are pleased 
to announce that in 2016-2017, 
we had 128 high school student 
leaders participate!  The program 
raised a record-breaking $36,000!
New last year,  YLC presented a 
$500 College Book Scholarship 
to a YLC high school senior who 
exemplified the qualities of a great 
leader!
Susan Douglas

Women’s Symphony 
League of Tyler
The Women’s Symphony League 
of Tyler (WSL) launched its year 
June 1 with a gift of $100,000 
to the East Texas Symphony 
Orchestra (ETSO).  This 
contribution was made possible 
by three fundraising events 
held in 2016-2017:  The annual 
Women’s Symphony League 
Ball, a new Spring Style Show 
and Shopping Extravaganza, and 
a wine and cheese event “Fall, 
Fresh & Friends”. An additional 
$20,000 is being gifted by WSL 
to ETSO to help underwrite a 
special concert featuring YO-YO 
MA.  The concert, set for Sunday, 
September 17, at 7 p.m., is jointly 
sponsored by the East Texas 
Symphony Orchestra and the 

TASO President Joi Smith and the Tyler 
ladies waiting for Yo-Yo Ma tickets to go 
on sale!

Children’s Day Art Park
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Muñoz, music director of the 
Phoenix Symphony, Matthew 
Oberstein, vice president and 
artist manager at Opus 3 Artists, 
and Andrew Von Oeyen, concert 
pianist. The judges heard 10 semi-
finalists, selected by a panel of 
10 Houston Symphony musicians 
from a preliminary field of 78 
applicants.  

The Ima Hogg Competition 
fundraising effort, led by 
Underwriting Chair Vicki West, 
set a new record, yielding more 
than $360,000 in support of the 
Houston Symphony’s Education 
and Community Programming. 
Special thanks go to lead donors 
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Dennis, 
Barbara and Pat McCelvey, 
Mr. John N. Neighbors, Janice 
Barrow, Wells Fargo, Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter V. Boyle, Houston 
Symphony League, and 105 “Ima 
104” donors who donated 
$1,000 each and the ten families
who served as hosts to the semi-
finalists. In addition to exemplary 
leadership provided by Barbara 
McCelvey and Vicki West, the Ima
Hogg Competition would not have
been possible without the over 
Houston Continued on page 9

Underwriting Chair Vicki West and 
over 100 volunteers, was held on 
Thursday, June 1 and Saturday, 
June 3, 2017 at Stude Concert 
Hall at Rice University’s Shepherd 
School of Music. The June 3 
Finals featured four finalists and 
the Houston Symphony which was 
conducted by Dan Hege.  Joseph 
Morris, clarinet, was the first prize 
winner and received the Grace 
Woodson Memorial Award of 
$25,000 and a solo performance 
with the Houston Symphony in 
Jones Hall.  Rainer Crosett, 
cello, won the second prize, 
The Houston Symphony League 
Award, and a solo performance 
with the Houston Symphony at 
Miller Outdoor Theater.  Third prize 
of $5,000, The Selma Neumann 
Memorial Award, went to I-Jung 
Huang, violin and the fourth prize 
of $2,500, The Jean Whitbread 
Kucera Award went to Alan Woo, 
piano.

The Robert and Nancy Peiser 
Award for Artistic Encouragement 
of $1,000 was awarded to Rainer 
Crosett and the Herman Shoss 
Audience Choice Award of 
$1,000 went to Alan Woo. The 
competition was judged by Tito 

Houston Stirs It Up in 
Vegas 2017
The 2017 Houston Symphony Ball, 
“Stir It Up in Vegas 2017”, a black 
tie gala, was held on May 12 at 
the Marriott Marquis, chaired by 
Christina and Mark Hanson, the 
symphony’s executive director 
and attended by 630 guests.  
The event raised more than $1.6 
million, making it the second most 
successful Symphony Ball in 
history, behind only the Centennial 
Ball three years ago. Several of 
the Symphony’s most generous 
donors were honored and the ball 
featured the energetic Las Vegas 
showman Frankie Moreno and 
his band. A seated dinner, musical 
performances by a violin-playing 
aerialist and a quintet of Houston 
Symphony brass musicians and a 
silent auction  including a two
night stay at The Golden Nugget 
Las Vegas and a trip to Paris 
to visit the Van Cleef & Arpels 
workshop and classroom of 
L’Ecole, helped make the evening 
a rousing success.  The blowout 
after party, chaired by Candace 
and Brian Thomas, with music by 
The Jordan Kahn Orchestra kept 
attendees dancing until the wee 
hours. This was all made possible 
by the Presenting Sponsor, Phillips 
66 and all proceeds will benefit the 
Houston Symphony’s Education 
and Community Programming.

2017 IMA HOGG COMPETITION
The Houston Symphony Ima 
Hogg Competition is one of 
the foremost multi-instrument 
competitions in the world. It was 
named to honor the memory of 
Miss Ima Hogg, a cofounder of 
the Houston Symphony.  The 2017 
competition, chaired by Barbara 
McCelvey with support from 
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Symphony League of 
Fort Worth 
Our events for the upcoming year.
will include the First meeting, a 
Celebration of our 60th birthday. 
60 Years we have been working to 
support our Fort Worth Symphony 
Orchestra. We will be honoring 
former Symphony League 
presidents. We are adding two 
Brown Bag Lunch meetings to the 
season so we can get to know 
members better in informal setting.
The League is participating in 3 
Steps to $3 Million, The Amon 
Carter Challenge, made possible 
by the Amon G. Carter Foundation 
of Fort Worth. All donations from 
patrons will be matched by the 
foundation. Many League members 
are planning a trip to Washington; 
D.C.  April 6th - 11th. The Fort 
Worth Symphony Orchestra will be 
one of three orchestras performing 
at the SHIFT ORCHESTRA 
FESTIVAL.  They will perform at the 
Kennedy Center.  
Carol G Naugles
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Houston, continued from page 8
extraordinary contributions of time 
and effort make this event one 
of nation’s preeminent musical 
competitions every year. The 
Houston Symphony is delighted to 
announce that Barbara McCelvey 
will chair next year’s competition. 
Beth Wolff, President

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS UPDATE

On July 18th, the full House Appropriations Committee met and 
approved funding for the National Endowment for the Arts at $145 
million for FY 2018. Although we are disappointed by a proposed $5 
million cut (from $150 million in FY 2017), we are encouraged that it 
is not the termination proposal sought by the Administration since 
March. 
This House proposal falls short of the funding requested by a re-
cord bipartisan group of 154 members of Congress of $155 million. 
Similar to the request made by members in the House, 40 Senators 
requested NEA funding of at least $150 million for FY 2018. What 
happens next?

Now, members of Congress are discussing how to continue work to 
pass these proposals before funding runs out at the end of Septem-
ber. Still to come is the U.S. Senate’s proposal expected after Labor 
Day.
Ann S. Graham, Executive Director, Texans for the Arts

Our thoughts and prayers 
are with the families

who were impacted by 
Hurricaine Harvey
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Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra League
Dinner, Dancing and Casino 
Games For Dallas Symphony 
Debutantes
 
Tuxedos and cocktail dresses were 
the attire for the Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra League’s debutantes 
Casino Party held in Arlington Hall 
at Lee Park on July 8. The debs, 
honor guard, and their families had 
a delicious buffet dinner, casino 
games, and dancing with live 
music by The Ice House Band.
The event was chaired by Eleanor 
McClendon Bond. Presentation 
Ball Chair is Lori Routh and DSOL 
President is Mari Epperson.
 
DSO Assistant Conductor Ruth 
Reinhardt 
We are excited to share the news 
that DSO Assistant Conductor 
Ruth Reinhardt has been chosen 
as a Dudamel Conducting 
Fellow with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic this season. This 
honor will not reduce her duties 
and appearances with the 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra, 
but rather will allow her to travel 
to Los Angeles, conduct the 
LA Philharmonic in concert and 
receive coaching from Gustavo 
Dudamel and LA’s conducting 
staff.

This is a wonderful recognition for 
Ruth and speaks volumes about 
her talent. Ruth is part of the DSO 
artistic team, under the artistic 
direction of Jaap van Zweden, 
and we look forward to seeing her 
lead the DSO in concert this year. 
You can see her on the podium 
for two ReMix programs, October 
13 and 14 and March 2 and 3 – as 
well as conducting the DSO annual 
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Top right: Some of the 2018 Debutantes at Stanley Korshak for the Announcement Party. 
Below: Melissa Lewis with Presentation Ball Chair Lori Routh, DSOL President Mari 
Epperson and Kim Brannon.

New Year’s Eve concert, leading 
the DSO at Youth and Family 
concerts, and in the community 
conducting DSO on the GO.
Deborah Brown

Plano, continued from page 5
suggestions for our Guild. Both 
Darlene and Janie are encouraging 
more Guild members to attend the 
TASO Conference in San Angelo 
in April, 2018. This is also a way 

for the Guild to show support of 
our Maestro, Hector Guzman, 
who is also the Maestro for the 
San Angelo Symphony. As you can 
see this past year was a very busy 
year for the Plano PSO Guild and 
are a committee and enthusiastic 
group who support the PSO in the 
community.

Irma Landis
PSO Guild Communications
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TASO News
Wichita Falls Symphony 
League 
Wichita Falls Plans Introductory 
Ball
Plans for a Maestro’s Ball on 
October 7 are underway by the 
Wichita Falls Symphony League 
to introduce Dr. Fouad Fakhouri, 
the new Music Director/Conductor 
for the Wichita Falls Symphony 
Orchestra, and to celebrate the 
WFSO’s 70th Year Anniversary.
Dr. Fakhouri is not a stranger to 
Texas having studied at West 
Texas A&M in Canyon and at the 
University of North Texas. He 
also has studied at Pennsylvania 
State University. He is Music 
Director of the Saginaw Bay 
Symphony Orchestra in Michigan 
and previously was Music Director 
and Conductor of the Fayetteville 
Symphony Orchestra in North 
Carolina.

He follows Dr. Candler Schaffer 
who held the position with WFSO 
for 20 years.
Jane McGough

Victoria Symphony 
League 
Victoria Symphony League 
Installs Officers
Pictured aright are the recently 
installed Victoria Symphony 
League Officers for 2017 - 2018.
Left to right are, Mary Ann 
Wright, President; Kim Ballard, 
Secretary; Mary Jane Morgan, 
Treasurer; Barbara Skipper, First 
Vice President; Helen Hultquist, 
Parliamentarian; Linda Lloyd-
Zannini, Second Vice President.

They are currently planning their 
Annual Style Show and Luncheon 
Fall Fund raiser.
Mary Ann Wright

Kay Murphy, 2017-18 WFSL president, mans the Cotton Candy station at the Spring 
Fundraiser, “Circus.”
Picture 2: Applause Entertainers: Among the entertainers at the Spring Fundraiser were 
Applause members, left to right, Kara Hicks, Hannah Smith, Caitlin Richison, Amanda 
Derbyshire and Sarah Johnston.
Picture 3: League member Judy Pipes looks on while a young man decides what 
number to put down for his Gum Ball Guess entry.
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stroll along our scenic Concho 
River, browse an arts museum 
downtown, or cap off your day 
with a relaxing sunset cruise 
around Lake Nasworthy. I look 
forward to seeing you all in the 
spring. 
 
In closing, I would like to wish 
all of our guilds and leagues of 

TASO a successful upcoming 
year. May your season be packed 
full of wonderful blessings and 
opportunities for growth. 
 
Peace and blessings,

Yvonne Busenlehner
President San Angelo Symphony 
Guild

San Angelo Symphony 
Guild 
The San Angelo Symphony Guild 
wrapped  up our  patriotic year 
up in fine fashion and is pushing 
west for “ The Guild of the Golden 
West” which will compliment 
our conference theme “ The 
Girls of the Golden West. We 
are extremely proud of our 
current belle/beaux  membership 
numbers and committees have 
already been meeting this 
summer planning a fabulous gala 
for January.  The guild is excited 
for the many fun conference 
activities we have planned and is 
looking forward to meeting TASO 
members who attend.
 
There is much excitement in 
the air also because after seven 
years of being in the convention 
center while our fabulous hall was 
remodeled we will be returning to 
our beautiful home. Our season, 
justly titled “ Coming Home” 
will  commence on October 7th 
with “ The Return” featuring 
Tchaikovsky Competition medalist 
violinist Stephanie Chase.
Candis Hicks

San Angelo President’s Letter
Dear Friends,
I am writing you all to express 
our excitement to host the annual 
TASO conference to be held in 
our beautiful city, San Angelo, 
Texas, in April 2018. I would like 
to encourage all to come to San 
Angelo and enjoy the pearl of 
West Texas as collaboration is 
key to our vital organizations. 
You will find that though we may 
be a small city tucked away, we 
are packed with Southern charm 
and hospitality. During your stay 
we encourage you to take a 

TASO News
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The San Angelo Symphony Guild wrapped  up their patriotic year.



TASO News
Midland Symphony Guild
Recruiting Campaign
MSG is proud to release our latest 
one-page advertising document 
for recruiting new Belles.  As 
parents and guild members 
we recognize all the “unique” 
characteristics our daughters 
possess and hope to grow our 
organization by acknowledging 
these amazing young ladies. 

Freshmen Introduction in 
November
The Freshmen class of MSG will 
be introduced to our community 
in a new format.  This year our 
new group of young Belles will be 
recognized and introduced during 
the Midland-Odessa Symphony 
and Chorale Masterworks concert 
on November 4th.  The event will 
feature a reception in the atrium 
of the Wagner Noel Performing 
Arts Center where each young 
lady will be announced and 
recognized.  This fun event will 
be punctuated by the entire class 
being presented on the Wagner 
Noel stage during our symphony 
concert.  Special thanks to MOSC 
for coordinating this unique event.

Successful New Member / 
Renewal Project
MSG incorporated technology to 
make a regular process new and 
exciting this past spring.  Guild 
leadership began a process in 
the fall of 2016 to completely 
redo the member enrollment 
process.  Left behind was a paper 
trail and multiple trips to the post 
office.  Our guild moved to create 
an online enrollment / renewal 
solution.  Instead of searching 
for a paper form, printing, 
redundant forms, stamps, check 
writing, mailing, and waiting for 
a response,… we modernized.  

With a few mouse clicks members 
could navigate to a new online 
system.  From the guild website, 
members completed one form 
and clicked submit.  This click 
led them to a PayPal window 
and the opportunity to complete 
paying dues in one smooth 
process.  The guild now receives 
data in a digital format and fees 
race to our account immediately.  
Confirmation to member and 
guild was instant and repeated 
trips to the post office and bank 
were eliminated. Guild members 
recognized the success, and 
now plans are in place to move 
all guild financial transaction to 
this type process.  Leadership 
recognized that only modern and 
forward-thinking organizations can 
compete for members in our fast-
paced society.

MSG Gala Set for Spring 2018
The date for the Midland 
Symphony Guild spring Gala will 
be Saturday February 3rd, 2018.  
The senior Belle class of MSG will 
be presented at a black-tie event 
that evening.  Following Senior 
Presentation will be our annual 
Belle Ball rewarding our young 
ladies for a year of community 
service.  Midland Country Club will 
be hosting our Gala event.

Midland Symphony Guild is a 
proud member of TASO and would 
like to thank the organization 
and wish continued success in 
supporting the fine arts community 
across the state of Texas!
MSG: www.midlandsg.com
Tom Elrod

Symphony Guild of 
Corpus Christi
The Executive Board has been 
busy this summer planning for the 
new year. The Symphony Guild 
meets the first Monday of each 
month from September to 
May at the beautiful Art Center 
of Corpus Christi.  The Center is 
located on the Corpus Christi Bay 
with a beautiful view of the Bay.

The Symphony Guild is planning a 
fund raiser in the Fall.  “HEART OF 
THE HOME KITCHEN TOUR”. This 
will be a progressive tour of four 
homes with intriguing music and 
the smell of cranberry cider punch 
in the air.  Tidbits of cinnamon 
rolls, banana nut bread and 
miniature muffins will be served.  
The homes will be decorated for 
Fall and should be interesting to 
look at the different designs of 
kitchens.
Bertha Nell Barth
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                       Hector Guzman
                            First Conductor Spotlight

Maestro Hector Guzman is regarded as one of 
the most respected and admired conductors in 
this country and abroad. His recent appointment 
as music director of the Corpus Christi symphony 
orchestra in May, 2017 and his tenure as music 
director of the Plano Symphony, the Irving 
Symphony, the San Angelo Symphony, and as 

Conductor Emeritus of the Jalisco Philharmonic in Mexico, have 
placed him among the most important musical figures on the podium 
today. He was a protégé of the late Maestro Eduardo Mata, music 
director of the Dallas Symphony. 



85th TEXAS LEGISLATIVE SESSION WRAP UP
The Senate and House cut $5 million appropriation to Texas Commission on the Arts’ (TCA) Cultural & Fine 
Arts District grant program. As you know, Texans for the Arts, led the legislative strategy that secured those 
dollars for the first time in 2017.

The $5 million was wisely invested in TCA Cultural Districts across the state and with studies conducted by 
the Texas Cultural Trust and TXP Inc., we shared data and stories to attest to their success and high ROI. We 
started the Session with the assurances that the $5 million would be part of the TCA’s “base funding”, but it 
never made it into the Senate and House budget bills SB1 and HB 2. As Senator Jane Nelson, Chair of the 
Senate Finance and Co-Chair of Budget Conference Committee, said in her comments before announcing the 
final Conference Committee budget, the issues in Article 1 “…are particularly important to so many Texans – 
history, the arts, tourism and economic development”.

That said, up against reduced state-wide revenues, where ALL state agencies saw a minimum 4% cut, the 
TCA’s budget cuts of 28% hit hard! The Budget Conference Committee did restore an additional $723,917 
Senate cut to the TCA’s Arts Education grant program bringing the TCA’s total appropriation for 2018-2019 to 
$12,711,276. With your keen participation and in close partnership with the Texas Cultural Trust, we
advocated for five straight months to restore those funds:
 * Arts Advocacy Day 2017 had a record attendance of over 270 activists who made over 91 legislative visits;
 * Four ‘Action Alerts’ over the course of the session elicited over 1,700 messages to over 99 legislative offices;
 * Countless visits to the 181 Senate and House legislative offices were made delivering articles and news about   
   the impact and value of the arts, advocacy materials, and more across the state;
 * Social Media exposure was significant and constant throughout the Session;
 * Editorials, OpEds, local news arts impact stories, and more appeared in dozens of newspapers and media 
   outlets across the state.
Together, we turned over every stone, called and visited and emailed and Tweeted and Facebooked every 
Texas legislative office, over and again! And…we raised the bar that the arts matter across Texas! We thank 
our Texas legislators for their public service and we thank their staffs for always welcoming us to their offices 
and for giving us time to share our stories.

Next steps?
 * Gear up with Texans for the Arts to BUILD ON the relationships we started this session with all of our Texas 
   Legislators.
 * Get ready for the November 2018 elections - local, state and national - to ensure the election of pro-arts 
   Candidates.
 * Get to know your legislators! Invite them to your programs and performances, follow you on social media, and   
   learn more about what you do. Visit them when they are “home”! Follow their interests and work to ensure the   
   arts are a part of their own story!

And, if you aren’t already a member of Texans for the Arts, join us today!

100% of our income comes from membership of individuals and arts organizations like you from across the 
state and goes directly towards advocating and lobbying to increase public support for the arts and em-
powering YOU to use your voice in the legislative process. We will have more to share in the coming weeks, 
including reaching out to our Texans for the Arts’ members to survey them on their needs, concerns, oppor-
tunities and threats. We’ll support ongoing advocacy to keep the National Endowment for the Arts **for the 
Humanities and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting alive and funded through the federal budget process. 
And, we’ll keep you apprised of the public funding landscape of the arts across Texas. Thank you for being 
a critical part of the grass roots movement to build more vibrant, healthy and equitable communities across 
Texas through the arts! Please get in touch with any questions, ideas, thoughts, challenges. We look forward 
to hearing from you!   Ann S. Graham, Executive Director, Texans for the Arts, texansforthearts.com 

Texas Legislative News
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