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Greetings: 
 

TASO 2015-2016 year is quickly coming to a conclusion and it has been a very productive and 

satisfying year. This year’s theme –Together We Can Do Great Things – has typified what this 

organization can and has accomplished. 

 

We close our year with what I believe is one of our greatest gifts to our membership, our annual 

conference. This year we have an excellent opportunity to attend the TASO Conference in 

Amarillo, April 22-23, and to take advantage of all the wonderful activities that the Amarillo 

Symphony Guild has planned. I attended their last conference which was great and I know this one 

will be as well. TASO conference is one of the best resources that TASO provides to our members. 

You will find more information available in this Newsletter and at the Amarillo Symphony Guild’s 

site through the TASO website. Terry White and Kathy Sheldon (co-chairs) – Here we come! 

 

Our dedicated team of officers, committees, and advisors has accomplished so much and I am so 

grateful to them.  Our member organizations should be proud (as I am) of the participation of the 

many outstanding individuals from your league or guild, who have done so much to fulfil the 

mission of TASO in your behalf.   My many thanks to all of you for all you do. 

 

You, as a member, can assure that your organization officers and committees get the most possible 

benefit from your membership by sharing this Newsletter which is full of valuable information and 

by joining us in Amarillo. 

 

It has been a wonderful, gratifying experience of growth and development for me to be your 

president this year. I cannot overstate how fortunate I have been to work with all of these 

outstanding people and how much I will always cherish these memories.  Thank you for what you 

have given me!!! 

 

SEE YOU IN AMARILLO -                       

 Jo Ann Treat 
 President 2015-2016 
      

  

From our President  

     Jo Ann Treat 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Advisors 
The advisors are primarily TASO Past Presidents, and are valuable to our organization.  They impart wisdom, provide 
guidance and counsel, offer suggestions, advocate, recommend, urge, suggest, and encourage.  Thank you to the 2015-
2016 advisors: 
 

1988 President Gayle Laminack 
1989 President Mary Padgett 
2001 President Laura Hyde 
2002 President Grace Boner 

2004 President Tiffany Ammerman 
2005 President Nancie N. Rissing 
2007 President Heather Moore 
2008 President Helen Shaffer 

2009 President Marsha K. Green 
2010 President LaVerne Gollob 

2011 President Jan Adair Bradley 
2013 President Deborah Brown 

2014 President Betty Wall 
2015 President Annette Findley 

 
 
The humblest tasks get beautiful if loving hands do them.                                  Louisa May Alcott 
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Points to Ponder and Smile 
 

Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life to 

everything.                                                                                                                                Plato 

 

The quality of expectations determines the quality of our action.                          Andre Godin 

 

May you see sunshine where others see shadows, and see opportunities where others see 

obstacles.                                                                                                                Author Unknown                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                   

If you want to go fast, go alone.  If you want to go far, go together.                    African Proverb 

 

Remember, no effort we make to attain something beautiful is ever lost.               Helen Keller 

                                              

♪   ♪   ♪   ♪   ♪   ♪   ♪   ♪   ♪   ♪   ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  ♪  
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

During this year, 2015-2016, much has been accomplished and I have tried to recognize in the 

following comments all that has been done.   But most of all I want to say Thank You to all of these 

committees and leaders.  You are the Greatest!! 

TASO Conference in Amarillo - Again, I want to point out that there is an enormous amount of work 

and cooperation that goes into a conference and Terry and Kathy and the Amarillo Symphony Guild 

have done an outstanding job.  TRANSFORMED is an intriguing title which gives us a big hint as to 

what to expect. 

The Recognized Projects, chaired by Susan Douglas, and Awards of Excellence, chaired by Tiffany 

Ammerman, committees have made outstanding selections which will be presented at the Amarillo 

Conference. It is because our members have submitted so many fine projects and nominations that we 

are able to have these great choices. 

The Juanita Miller Concerto Competition, chaired by Jeannie Miller, gave us a superbly organized 

competition from which three talented young people were chosen. We will be able to hear them play at 

the Amarillo Conference. 

Alice Kemp took up the vice chair position for the Juanita Miller Concerto Competition when Suzanne 

Markwell had to temporarily resign.  Alice has subsequently had to resign from TASO because of 

personal matters, but continued to work on the 2017 competition until Suzanne was able to return to 

that position.  We will all miss Alice and wish the best for her. 

Strategic Planning, chaired by Jan Woodward, looking at plans for future conferences brought 

forward a recommendation by Heather Moore that we have the 2017 conference in Dallas to celebrate 

the 50th anniversary of TASO which when presented to the Board was accepted.  Heather is serving as 

the chair of the 2017 conference. This pushed the San Angelo conference until 2018 which was 

acceptable to both San Angelo and to the Board.  Thanks to Jan for her continued leadership in TASO 

and to Heather for stepping forward. 

 



 

Our Nominating Committee, chaired by Annette Findley, put together a remarkable group of 

nominees to be our officers in 2016-2017.  We will vote on this slate at the Amarillo Conference. 
 

Our communication group of committees: 

 Membership - Terri McDowell and Terri Byrne have developed a new membership brochure 

designed to better explain the benefits of membership and have made sure our membership records 

are completely up to date. 

 Newsletter (E-Notes) - Janie Orr and Sharon Knowles have orchestrated very informative 

newsletters by pushing our members to provide interesting insight into their activities. 

 Technology Management (Website) - Deborah Brown has worked with us to keep our website 

up-to-date and relevant.  

 Archives - Grace Boner has worked to move all our archival materials to a permanent location and 

to begin the process of getting them better organized. 
 

The Advocacy Committee, chaired by Linda Hatchel, has helped us better understand the ways in 

which we can and should work toward more support from governmental agencies for our symphony 

orchestras.  

Bylaws, chaired by Annette Spikes, the changes proposed by our committees and leadership resulted 

in the need for revisions to our Bylaws and Standing Rules. Annette has prepared the necessary 

information to present to our business meeting at conference to obtain approval for these amendments. 

Venise Stuart took up the responsibility this year for planning our meal arrangements for the board 

meetings in Dallas.  We eat like royalty because of her efforts. 

Our officers Jan Woodward, Annette Findley, Ellen Jones, Erin Kracht, Joi Smith, Jana Shafer, 

Alice Kemp, Candis Hicks, Anna Marie Speir, and Betty Wall, have performed their duties 

admirably and their leadership has assured that we stay on the right path, bringing new ideas to 

improve our operations, keeping good records, and striving to insure that our membership obtain value 

for their participation.   

And who does not rejoice at the support and advice we receive from our active Past Presidents who 

are there with and for us with their vast experience and know how, many of whom continue to take on 

responsibilities.  Thank you very, very much for all you do --- Tiffany Ammerman, Grace Boner, 

Jan Adair Bradley, LaVerne Gollob, Marsha K. Green, Laura Hyde, Heather Moore, Mary 

Padgett, Nancie N. Rissing, Helen Shaffer, Gayle Laminack, Deborah Brown, Betty Wall, and 

Annette Findley. Each of these women has in one way or another been a wonderful support for me. 

One last personal note --- I cannot end these comments without giving a huge thank you to my friend, 

Erin Kracht, who has been there for me with her support and guidance throughout my last several 

years on the TASO board.  She is ending her tenure with TASO and will be missed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jo Ann Treat 



 

 

Abilene Philharmonic Guild 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     TASO President-Elect is Grand Dame 
 

The Abilene Philharmonic Guild has named Jan Woodward  

as Grand Dame of the 2016 Gold Medallion Ball.  The ball, 

the  theme of  which is  “Lone Star Legacy,”  took place on 

Feb. 6 at  the  Abilene  Civic  Center.  Woodward  is being 

honored  for  “her  years of  service and  dedication  to  the 

Abilene Philharmonic Guild and the Texas Association for 

Symphony Orchestras,”   according to a news release from  

the Guild.  Woodward’s  husband,  Dr. George Woodward, 

the 2016 Noble  Gold, also will be recognized at the Patron 

Party before the ball.   

 

“The ball was just beautiful and the chairmen did a FANTASTIC job of making it a celebration of Texas 

and not a cowboy ball....They used yellow roses for the brunch Saturday morning and these showed up 

great and were so nice for the Belles who were being presented to carry....At night the tablecloths were a 

beautiful midnight blue (but not too dark) and the flowers were multicolored gorgeous arrangements in 

an array of gold vases with different centerpieces on each table....They used sparkly gold runners and 

had fabulous blue lighting on the walls and hundreds of wonderful stars projected on the ceiling....(Lone 

Star Legacy Ball)”                          

                                                                                            Quote from Jan Woodward 

      



 

 

        Kathy Sheldon & Terry White,    

     TASO 2016 Conference Co-chairs  

 

       Get ready to be Transformed –  

    TASO 2016 Conference-Amarillo !  

 

 

 

 

 

Amarillo Symphony Orchestra League                                   Submitted by Carol Bruckner  
 

The Amarillo Symphony Guild is honored to host the annual conference for Texas Association for Symphony Orchestras. 

We know you will find speakers you can learn from and events that you won’t forget! Highlights of the conference 

include: 

 Julia Hunt of Oklahoma City will be presenting the nationally Gold Book winning project “You’re Never Too 

Old”, a fascinating look at rebuilding and revitalizing your league from the ground up. 

 Our expert panel will take your questions and discuss some of the most pressing issues facing our leagues today, 

including attracting millennials, developing leadership, fundraising and making community connections. 

 Jennifer Ransom Rice of the Texas Cultural Trust will educate our leagues on the purpose of the trust, how 

your group can be involved and how to apply for assistance. 

 Project Trio are not only wonderfully talented musicians, they have a unique perspective on how music connects 

with your community 

But you don’t want all work and no play! The TASO conference is a wonderful opportunity to showcase our diverse 

cultural activities. We have events planned at first class restaurants, the renowned Amarillo Museum of Art and our 

beautiful Globe News Center for the Performing Arts! This weekend of fabulous entertainment will conclude with a 

concert performance by Project Trio, followed by our signature event, Symphony Underground. 

Come have fun with us at the 2016 TASO Conference in Amarillo! Amarillo is known for its varied art scene, from the 

avant-garde to the traditional. Be a part of our spectacular Saturday luncheon at the Amarillo Museum of Art on April 

23rd. You won’t want to miss the fabulous food and the interesting insights of our speakers, our guest artists Project Trio.  

  



 

For Hotel Reservations, please call 
Wyndham Gardens 

3100 I-40 W 
Amarillo, Texas 79102 

(806) 358-6161 
http://www.wyndham.com 

Conference rate: $99.00 plus tax 
Please contact hotel for transportation from airport. 

 
As you can see, there will be lots of fun memories and many new ideas and projects to take back to your leagues!  

Join us April 22nd and 23rd , at 7:30 p.m., at the Globe News Center for the Performing Arts! 
 

Amarillo Symphony Orchestra League 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo by Ralph Duke, Photographer, Amarillo – ralphdukephoto.com 

 

PROJECT Trio Returns  (DON'T MISS the most Explosive Season Finale in the Amarillo Symphony’s history! 

PROJECT Trio returns to Amarillo after their overwhelming success during their 2014 Amarillo Premiere.  
 

PROJECT Trio is a passionate, high energy chamber music ensemble comprised of three virtuosic composer performers 

from Brooklyn, NY. Blending their classical training with an eclectic taste in musical styles. 
 

PROJECT Trio has made an impact on audiences of all ages. We end our “Perfect Match Season” with the concert that is 

unmatched in any concert venue. 

 

Also from Amarillo: 
The Amarillo Symphony Guild is initiating a new project entitled “Music is Monumental.”  This 

event, a luncheon held March 23 in the Marizon Café Building downtown.  Music and the Arts play a 

vital role in the development of our children. We want to illustrate the importance of the Arts in our 

community at this luncheon. Luncheon guests were entertained by several young local student 

musicians. The goal of the luncheon and youth performances is to illustrate the importance and need for 

continuing to support the talented children in our community. 

http://www.wyndham.com/


 

Conroe Symphony Orchestra, Friends of the Symphony 
Submitted by Annette Spikes 

 
Conroe Symphony Orchestra News 

Dr. Don Hutson, CSO Music Director/Conductor  
 

It is that special time of year again (though I have to tell you that anytime we get to 

perform for such a great audience it is a special time) when love is in the air.  And, 

even  though  Valentine’s Day is past, having the opportunity to share the feeling 

of Amoré is good. So, we are pleased to offer you a special evening of great love 

music. 

                                                                                                                                   
We will start with one of Gioachino Rossini’s overtures The Italian Girl in Algiers.  The piece was 

written when Rossini was only 21.  It is typical Rossini that starts slow with a few surprises and then 

fasten your seatbelt for a wild ride. 
 

After the opening work we are extremely proud to welcome back an old friend, Alfredo Olivera de la 

Vega or as we know him, Freddy.  At this concert Freddy will play one of the most beautiful pieces for 

classical guitar ever to have been written – Concerto de Aranjuez.  Our first introduction to this 

wonderful performer was through this same work several years go.  The second movement will move 

you to a very special place.  Freddy and this work are simply magical. 
  

 

We are also proud to be able to welcome a very special guest conductor to open up the second part of 

the concert.  Judge Craig Doyle will start us off with Sousa’s Washington Post March.  The second half 

of the concert as always during this time of year will be a time for you to get next to that special person 

and just sit back and enjoy some of the most beautiful music you have ever heard.  Holding hands is 

acceptable behavior.  Works will include music from Irish dances, a few fiddlers, a cigarette lady, and 

even wolves that dance. 
 

Thanks for joining us and welcome to an Evening of Amoré.                        
  

 
 

 
Judge Craig Doyal – Celebrity Conductor 
 

Judge Craig Doyal entertained the audience as he took to the podium with baton 

in hand to conduct the Conroe Symphony Orchestra at the Feb. 20 Concert. 

 
 

 
 



 

The Conroe Symphony has periodic Sunday 
afternoon Salon Series Concerts---These have 
been quite popular as there is no charge for 
attending (donations  are accepted) and they 
are after people leave church, go for lunch, 
then come enjoy the Salon Series concerts. 
The CSO audience appreciates the Sunday 
afternoon music opportunity.  

 
   Conroe Symphony Youth Orchestra    
                             (CSYO) 
 

If you haven’t attended one of the Youth Orchestra 

concerts, you have missed a real treat. 

 

These young musicians are talented and very accomplished at such a young age.  Freddy de la Vega has 

some remarkable students in the youth program.  The last concert was February 28 at the Symphony 

Centre at 5:00 PM.  “Thanks” is extended to Stephanie Harris, Carolyn Garret, and Nancy Johnson for 

assisting and arranging to have refreshments at these concerts.   

 

The concert was free but you 

were encouraged and thanked 

for making a contribution. 

CSO/FOS makes scholarships 

available to young people who 

want to participate in the youth 

orchestra but have limited 

means to do so. You can 

designate your donation to the 

scholarship fund or to fund 

other needs of the orchestra.   

 
 

 
 
  



 

More about CSYO Director –  
“Freddy” Fredrico Eulogio Olivera de la Vega 
 

Freddy has even more talents than he has names.  He is an extremely 

versatile musician who started out playing the recorder and went on to 

study the acoustic guitar, piano, electronic synthesizer, electric guitar, 

bass guitar, violin, viola, cello and mandolin.   
 

Add to that-----he is also a composer!   
 

Being accomplished in all of these instruments he has had experiences 

in playing various genre’s of music from rock bands to the classical.   

 

Freddy was born and grew up in Argentina----he and his wife, Elizabeth, with their three children, 

moved to Texas in 2002.  How fortunate for CSO that they chose to live in our area of Texas and How 

Lucky IS CSO to have Freddy associated with us as an orchestra musician and as the Director of the 

CSYO.   He was also a guest performer at the Feb. 20 Concert.       
 

 

Dallas Symphony Orchestra League                                                                                   
Submitted by Deborah Brown          

 

 

Dallas Symphony Orchestra League Introduces  
42 Debutantes at the 30th Annual Presentation Ball 
  

Gowns and curtseys were all the rage as 42 Symphony Debutantes took their bows at the 30th Annual 

Dallas Symphony Orchestra League Presentation Ball on February 20 at the Morton H. Meyerson 

Symphony Center. The Presentation Ball, which was first held in 1987, is the largest fundraiser for the 

DSOL. More than $10 million has been raised for the Dallas Symphony Orchestra through the annual 

event. 
                                                                                                                         Photos by Deborah Brown  

 
 

   Debutante Eleanor Light does               

    the Texas Dip with perfection.                                      

                                 2016 Debutantes                                                                                            



 

Ashton and Amity Gillespie                                                      

Ball Co-chairs Dixey Arterburn and Cynthia Beaird with 

DSOL President Melissa Lewis, Presentation Ball Chair 

Nancy Labadie and co-chair Ginger Sager  
 

 

 

 

       DSOL Debutantes Celebrate with     

           Mother/Daughter Luncheon 
  
     The debutantes for the DSOL’s 30th Annual       

     Presentation Ball attended an elegant  

     mother/daughter luncheon at the Adolphus Hotel  

     on February 19 chaired by Elsa Norwood and her   

    daughter Quinn, a former debutante. It was part of   

    the final weekend of events leading up to the ball    

    which included bow rehearsals, Just for Gents    

    Party, an Assembly and Honor Guard mixer and    

    the Cheers and Tears Brunch. The Luncheon was     

    sponsored by the Godo Family/Avon Cleaners.  

                                                                              

  
  

 

Presentation Ball Chair Nancy Labadie, DSOL President 

Melissa Lewis and Honorary Chair Lisa Longino 

 
        
               
              
                 Luncheon Chair Elsa Norwood, Michelle Godo, & Venise Stuart. 
                 
 

              DSOL Debutante Holiday Party 
 

     The Dallas Symphony Orchestra  League hosted parties and bow  

     rehearsals for the  30th  Annual Presentation Ball debutantes and  

     honor guards during the busy holiday season. A mother-daughter   

     debutante  tea was  held in the home of Lisa and Kenn Troutt on  

     December 16.  Karina and  Robert Woolley  hosted the  holiday                            

          party in their elegant  home on December 20 for the  debutantes, 

          honor guards, and their families. 

                                                            



 

   DSOL President Melissa Lewis, party hostess Karina                            Mary Sue, Katherine and Mark Cullins 

Woolley, & DSOL Presentation Ball Chair Nancy Labadie. 

  
Ben, Allison and Dorothy Weil.  

  

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jeweler Richard Eiseman hosts cocktail 

reception for Dallas Symphony League Debs            Clay and Lisa Cooley with host 

                                                                                                                                                  Richard Eiseman 

Jeweler Richard Eiseman hosted a cocktail reception for the parents  

of the Dallas Symphony Orchestra League debutantes on Thursday, 

December 10 at his NorthPark store. Each deb received a keepsake  

pearl necklace. The debutantes make their debut at the 30th Annual 

Presentation Ball on February 20 at the Meyerson Symphony Center.                                                                                                                                            

  
                                                          
                                               
 
 
 
                                                   Laura and Eddie Lee 
 
 
 

 Ball Chair Nancy Labadie with Honorary Chairs Lisa and 

George Longino & DSOL President Melissa Lewis.              



 

DSOL Debutantes honored at  

cocktail reception & dinner; 

Meyerson party kicks off weekend of events 

 

The 2016 Dallas Symphony Debutantes were honored at a cocktail reception and buffet dinner on 

November 25 at the Meyerson Symphony Center. The debutantes, honor guards and their families were 

welcomed by DSOL President Melissa Lewis and Presentation Ball Chair Nancy Labadie. Anne 

Blomeyer was the event chair.  Each of the 43 debutantes were formally introduced by emcee Stan 

Gardner and joined by an honor guard escort for the presentation. The evening was the start of the 

holiday weekend which included a mixer for the debs and honor guards, as well as a Bow Boot Camp 

for the debs.  During the Christmas Holidays, the Debs will return for another busy schedule of parties 

and bow practice. All the many events will culminate with the 30th Presentation Ball which will be held 

on February 20. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Melissa Lewis, President of the DSOL, with                  Paul Labadie with Presentation Ball Chair Nancy Labadie 

daughter Olivia and husband Buddy.                    and event chair Anne Blomeyer with husband Bob. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Group photo by James French 

 

 

  



 

Houston Symphony League                            Submitted by Ann Cavanaugh 

 

A majority of the 470 members of the Houston 

Symphony League are sporting large HSL 

Umbrellas this spring courtesy of President Betty 

Tutor. It is her signature thank you gift for work on 

behalf of the League, and there is a lot of work 

accomplished, thus the plethora of HSL umbrellas.  

Each year the league hosts luncheons for the 

Symphony musicians, educational programs for 

children and adults throughout the greater Houston 

community.  It stages many fundraisers, two major 

music competitions and all manner of events to 

support our world class orchestra and engage its      

                                                                                   fans and volunteers.                                                                                 

 

Our B-Sharp brunches are sell-outs. In February,  

Steven Reineke was an outstanding speaker at our 

B# Lunch and Lecture Series held  at The Houston 

Country Club. Pictured with him is Lesley Sabol 

who led the discussion with Steven prior to our 

lunch. Co-chairs Cathy McNamara and Lucy Lewis 

were most honored to meet Steven and to introduce 

him to some of our  League members. Steven is a 

dynamic, fun, talented, clever, exciting, young man, 

and our B# Subscribers were thrilled to meet him 

and learn about his musical career. Steven is the 

Houston Symphony Pops Conductor Designate.   

 April’s B-# Brunch will feature Houston Symphony Chorus Conductor and University of Houston   

 Professor of Choral Music, Dr. Betsy Cook Weber.  
 

Two new programs this year are our Book Club and Girl’s Night Out (at which guys are more than 

welcome).  In October League members gathered at The Post Oak Grill for dinner before heading to the 

Jones Hall concert for Emanuel Ax Plays Brahms.  In February it was The Best of Benny Goodman. 
 

In December, Houston Symphony League revelers were entertained by a piano playing Christmas tree 

courtesy of the fun loving Marshal Maxwell dressed up as a the shaggy, green, decorated tree. Guests 
munched a delicious lunch and feasted their eyes on the luscious Christmas decorations adorning 
Carolyn Mann’s elegant River Oaks home. From the pasta to the Brennan’s donated pralines the 
festive crowd was all smiles. The more than 150 guests were welcomed at the front door by luncheon 

chairs Dr. Mary Ann Reynolds Wilkins and Nancy Strohmer 



 

Luncheon chairs Dr. Mary Ann  

Reynolds Wilkins & Nancy Strohmer                                                                                                                        

                                            

Symphony Store Chairs Julie Erickson and April Lykos 

brought a sampling of their amazing gifts, jewelry, purses 

and other articles to the party.  Business was brusque. The 

Symphony Store is open at all Houston Symphony 

Concerts at Jones Hall with a wide array of items and 

music for sale. 
 

The Houston Symphony League supports the Houston 

Symphony Orchestra with educational, fundraising and 

outreach programs. December 6th was Magical Musical 

Morning, chaired by Carolyn Mann and her daughter 

Cathy.  The theme was Jingle Bell Rock. December 12 

saw members hosting an instrument petting zoo and 

ushering for the Family Concert. 
 

In January our Concerto Competition was held at St. Thomas University in Cullen Hall. The first and 

second place winners received cash prizes as well as performance opportunities.  Hospitality Chair Norma 

Jean Brown and her committee provided a lovely lunch for the judges and all the volunteers, as well as 

morning coffee for all participants.   
 

The  day  ran  smoothly under  the  leadership  

of Carolyn Straatmann, Concerto Competition  

Co-Chair  and  Barbara  McCelvey,  Concerto 

Competition  Day  Chairman.  In  January our 

Concerto Competition was held at St. Thomas 

University in Cullen Hall. The first and second 

place winners   received cash prizes as well as 

performance opportunities.   
 

Hospitality Chair Norma Jean Brown and her 

committee  provided  a  lovely lunch for  the 

judges and  all  the  volunteers,   as  well  as 

morning  coffee for  participants.  They  also 

provided snacks for  judges, contestants, and 

volunteers that day. 

  



 

Trophy presented by Gladys Chan, Competition Chair 

Photos by 

Larry Pollis 

Plano Symphony Orchestra Guild   
 

New Executive Director 
Robert Reed became the new Executive Director of the Plano Symphony on 

March 1, 2016 after Debbie Watson retired. The Guild welcomes him and is 

looking forward to working under his leadership. Mr. Reed has over 20 years 

experience with orchestras in Tulsa, Mississippi, San Francisco, Tucson, and  

most recently Corpus Christi.  
 

The Collin County Young Artist Competition 
Submitted by Gladys Chan & Irma Landis  
 

The 2016 Collin County Young Artist Competition was held on Saturday, January 9, 2016 at Collin 

College in Plano. The sponsors of the Collin County Young Artist Competition were Topaz Labs and 

the Andrea Mennen Family Foundation. Raj Menon, Plano Symphony Orchestra Board President, 

handed out the awards. 
 

The three Grand Prize Winners are all very talented young men. They performed their concerto 

movements with the Plano Symphony Orchestra on March 19 at the Eisemann Center. 
 

Grand Prize Winner at the Competition were: 

James Tien (age 10) - Chopin Piano Concerto No. 1 (mvt. 1) 

Alexander Davis-Pegis (age 17) - Dvorak Cello Concerto (mvt. 1)          
Patrick Magee (age 17) - Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 2 (mvt. 3) 

          

 
 
         See the new website:  
  www.encoreyouthmusic.com                           
     for the Plano Symphony    

  Orchestra Youth Programs 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

At the post-concert reception with the concert sponsors: 

The Andrea-Mennen Family Foundation (TAFF)   

http://www.encoreyouthmusic.com/


 

Plano Symphony Orchestra Guild Debutante Ball 
by Ellie Barash - 2015 Honor Guard Chair 
 

It’s November 28, 2015.  It is the day everyone has been waiting for.  The Plano Symphony Debutante Ball is 

here.  It is my 2nd year as  Honor Guard  Chair and I am just as excited as the Debutantes, Honor  Guards, and 

the parents. 
 

What a treasured moment for the mothers and fathers.  The young pretty  Debutante is escorted onto the stage  

in  her white gown by her Dad, who escorts his daughter in a tuxedo  and  listens with  pride to the announcer 

introducing his daughter  and reading her impressive  biography to the audience. This includes her experience  

in aiding those in need in her community and abroad.   
 

The Debutante’s bow is perfection with a beautiful smile on her face. Oh my! She has learned how to balance 

and  she makes it look easy.  She looks up  at her young  handsome  Gentleman (Honor Guard)  dressed  in  a 

tuxedo, who has  stepped onto the stage to escort his  Debutante down the runway and present her, in front of  

her father.  
 

Once all the  Debutantes were at  their seats, each  father  escorted his  daughter up to the stage and down the 

runway.  The fathers and daughters danced with each other.  The Honor Guard  young men  then danced with 

their  mothers, followed by the  Debutante and her respective  Honor Guard dancing. The  professional dance 

practice sessions between the Debutantes, Honor Guards and Fathers have paid off. 
 

Our  program  starts at the end of  the  sophomore year of  high school.  An orientation is  presented to  future 

Debutantes and their parents, about the Debutante Program. The goal is to encourage volunteerism and expand  

cultural  and social  horizons  of  young women.  Each  Debutante  volunteers  a  minimum of  3 hours  during  

their   junior year, and  one  event during  their  senior year.  This program is  a learning  experience for young 

woman, and how she presents herself as a young adult, as well as learning many life skills. 
 

The attendance of several social functions, along with social etiquette, automobile and  dining etiquette classes 

are helpful to achieve the goal of this program. The Honor Guards (young men) are brought in along with their 

parents for orientation the year of the Ball. The young men also attend a dining etiquette class.   
 

The program gives the  Debutante the  opportunity to  experience and learn  about  symphonic music through 

attending two concerts of  her choice during her junior year.  An example of  becoming a self-reliant 

young  person  happened  when one  Debutante came out  from bow practice and found  that her car 

engine would not start. She knew how to jump start her car after attending the automobile class. 
 

All the parents were very cooperative and the young ladies and gentlemen were most respectful in every way.  

It is impressive seeing that these young ladies and gentlemen will be a great asset to our society. This 

positive experience gives one the passion to be a volunteer in the Debutante Program.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

San Angelo Symphony Guild                                     Submitted by Candis Hicks 
 

The San Angelo Symphony Guild is having a great Spring, kicking off the annual  membership drive 

and celebrating a very financially successful gala. Monday March 28th saw our Disney meeting theme 

continue with a  magical night. April will contain a  ice cream informational meeting at Bentwood 

Country Club  for prospective beaux and belles and  continued research into a “ Step up to the 

Guild“  recruitment program for students in the  year prior to  their guild eligibility. We will put the 

meeting year to rest with a  Sleeping Beauty themed 60th birthday party for the Guild in May.  
 

The San Angelo 

Symphony after a  

very successful March 

concert of John 

William’s music will 

end the year with the 

Disney Pop’s Concert.  
 

Best wishes to all 

from the  San Angelo 
Symphony Guild  

and San Angelo 

Symphony.  

2016 JUANITA MILLER CONCERTO COMPETITION 
Submitted by Jeannie Miller 

 

The 20th annual Juanita Miller Concerto Competition was held on Saturday, January 9, 2016, at the 

Owen Arts Center on the SMU campus. The event was well attended and ran smoothly.  Special thanks 

to all TASO members and volunteers who contributed time and effort to make the competition a 

resounding success! 
 

There were 36 outstanding contestants this year – 13 piano, four winds, and 19 strings. After some 

deliberation, our three judges determined the winners in each division. They selected the following 

students to receive awards:  Steven Dong of Houston (first place Piano) followed by Ann Li of Spring,  

Patrick Magee of Dallas, and   Joshua Painter of  Gilmer as Honorable Mention; Hannah Kim of Plano 

(first place Winds – flute) followed by flutists Eena Lin and Youngwoo Sohn, both from Plano, and 

Serene Supakkul of Euless, Honorable Mention; and Sai Sai Ding of McKinney (first place Strings – 

cello) followed by violinists  Claire Wells and Megan Lin, both of Plano and Honorable Mentions  

Charlie Lin of Plano (violin), Alexander Davis-Pegis of Plano (cello) and Nikki Naghavi of Frisco 

(violin). The three first place winners performed their concertos for the audience, and the judges 

selected pianist Steven Dong as the Grand Prize winner. As part of his award, Steven will perform with 

the Mesquite Symphony Orchestra and the Marshall Symphony Orchestra. 
 

Attendees at the 2016 TASO Annual Conference in Amarillo in April will be treated to a recital by the 

three first place winners. Plans are already under way for next year’s competition, and we can look 

forward to another fine event.  



 

 

www.americanorchestras.org 

 

Laura Hyde, Cindy Kidwell (Tyler), Tiffany Ammerman (Marshall), and Terry White 

(Amarillo) - Volunteer Council Members 

 

 

              www.arts.texas.gov 

           Submitted by Linda Hatchel  

 

 

 

                            

And about Texas License Plates . . . . 

 

http://www.tasovolunteers.com/3/miscellaneous3.htm
http://www.tasovolunteers.com/
http://www.americanorchestras.org/
http://www.arts.texas.gov/

