Standing Rules 
  
DUES 
  
1.
The annual dues for Active Member Organizations shall be $125.00 and must be paid as provided in the Bylaws. 
  
2.
The annual dues for Affiliate Members shall be $25.00 and must be paid as provided in the Bylaws. 
  
3.         The annual dues for Patron Membership shall be a minimum contribution above the basic dues

            of Affiliate Membership. 
  
MEETINGS 
  
The Board of Directors shall have a minimum of three (3) meetings during each fiscal year.  One 

meeting shall be in conjunction with the annual Juanita Miller Concerto Competition.  The final 
            meeting of the fiscal year shall be in the spring in conjunction with the Annual Conference. 
  
  
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
  
1.
A Member Organization desiring to host an Annual Conference shall, before extending the invitation, appoint one of its members to serve as Conference Chairperson(s) if the invitation is accepted.   The prospective Chairperson(s) shall present the invitation to the Executive Committee at least two years prior to the Annual Conference, which the Member Organization desires to host. 
  
2.
The invitation to host the Annual Conference shall be in writing and be delivered not later than two months prior to the Conference at which the selection will be made. 
  
3.
The Conference Chairperson(s) shall be responsible for organizing the conference to be held in the host city including the obligation to appoint all necessary Committees.  All records pertaining to former Annual Conferences shall be provided to the Chairperson(s). 
  
4.
The Conference Chairperson(s) shall recommend the registration fee subject to approval of the Executive Committee.  Affiliate Members shall be assessed $100.00 in addition to the basic registration fee.  Other Conference fees shall be determined by the Conference Chairperson(s) and published on registration forms. 
  
5.
Each Member Organization of TASO shall be entitled to send delegates to each Conference as provided in the Bylaws.  No member of the Executive Committee may serve as a delegate. 
  
6.
Past Presidents of TASO and representatives from Texas symphony orchestras will be invited.  The Conference Chairperson(s) and the President shall approve guest invitations to the Conference before the invitations are extended.  These invitations may include past board members, spouses of conferees and heads of state arts groups. 
  
7.
At least sixty days prior to the Conference, the Conference Chairperson(s) shall send to all participants the program schedule, as approved by the Executive Committee, and registration materials. 
  
8.
Each Member Organization shall send the statistical sheet from the previous administrative year to the person, and by the date, designated by the Conference Chairperson(s).  Each Member Organization shall provide typed reports of their yearly activities to all in attendance at the Conference.  The statistical sheets shall be included in the Conference Notebook. 
  
9.
At least 20 (twenty) days prior to the Conference, the Bylaws Chairperson shall send to the Executive Committee, the Board of Directors, and Presidents of all Member Organizations copies of all proposed amendments to the Bylaws. 
  
The President may appoint a Parliamentarian, whose fee, if any, shall be paid by TASO, to be present at all business sessions of the Conference.  At least two business meetings of TASO shall be held during Conference. 
  
10.
On completion of her term, the Conference Chairperson(s) shall make available to her successor 
complete and detailed reports of the immediate past Conference. 
  
11.
The Conference host shall defray all Conference expenses except expenses related to the Juanita 
Miller Concerto Competition.  The complete report on expenses of the immediate past 
Conference shall be presented at the Executive Committee’s first meeting. 
  
  
LIAISONS 
  
1.
Each Board of Directors Member shall serve as liaison between TASO and her Member Organization.  Each Board of Directors Member is encouraged to: 
  
A.
Report to her respective organization regarding the activities of TASO; 
  
B.
List the TASO Executive Committee in her respective yearbook;   
  
C.
Mail copies of newsletters and invitations to the following:  the TASO President, the Conference Chairperson(s), the TASO Newsletter Chairperson, and presidents of all Member Organizations. 
  
D.
Send a copy of her yearbook to the TASO Newsletter Chairperson.  
  
2.
The TASO President may appoint to the Board of Directors liaisons from any symphony related organization.  The appointed liaisons shall serve as non-voting members of the Board. 
  
3.
The President may appoint a representative from TASO to serve on any organization, which supports the purpose of TASO. 
  
4.          The TASO President may extend an Honorary Membership in TASO, with the approval of the Board, 
             to any person who epitomizes the highest ideals of TASO’s mission and goals. 
  
  
  
DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES  
  
1.
Advocacy 
This Committee shall consider and recommend means for furthering symphonic music, 
symphony orchestras and musicians within TASO and Texas.  It shall also study and 
actively participate in education and legislation pertinent to the arts and provide relevant information to Member Organizations. 
  
2.
Bylaws 
This Committee shall be composed of the Chairperson, the President-Elect, and a current TASO Advisor.  Its duties shall include reviewing and recommending changes to the Bylaws and the Standing Rules as needed. 
  
3.
Strategic Planning 
This Committee shall be chaired by the President-Elect and shall be composed of the President, the Immediate Past President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, a current TASO Advisor and at least two members from the TASO Board.  Its duties shall include evaluating the direction of TASO and revising future plans as needed. 
  
4.
Awards and Recognized Projects 
This Committee shall recognize those who have contributed outstanding service to the member organizations of TASO and shall conduct competitions at the Annual Conference among TASO members.  The Awards of Excellence shall include Legislative, Volunteer, and Business and will be presented at Annual Conference. 
  
5.
Membership 
The Committee shall market TASO and shall recruit potential members either Active or Affiliate.  The Membership Chair shall send dues notices to each Member and Member Organization by February 15 of each year.

  
6.
Nominating 
  
A.
Composition: 
  
1.
The Nominating Committee shall be composed of the Immediate Past President as Chairperson, the President-Elect, Vice President of Administration, and not less than three voting board members and one non-voting member who is an advisor or liaison.  
  
2.
The Board of Directors shall elect these members by written ballot at the first Meeting.  The Nominating Chairperson shall prepare a written slate of eligible members for the Nominating Committee. 
  
3.
The Nominating Committee shall be elected to serve a one-year term.   An effort shall be made to have members who have served at least one year on the Board of Directors and to consider representatives in all geographic locations.  No members of the Nominating Committee shall be eligible to serve consecutive terms.  
  
B.
Duties 
The Nominating Committee shall prepare an eligible slate of nominees who have at least one year of membership on the TASO Board of Directors.  The Nominating Committee shall recommend to the Board one person for election to the offices of President, President-Elect, Vice President of Finance, Vice President of Administration, Vice President of Communications, Vice President of Projects, Vice President of Conference, Secretary, and Treasurer.  The Nominating Committee shall recommend to the Board a single slate of nominees for election as stated in the Bylaws.  The three immediate past presidents shall be invited to serve as advisors on the Board of Directors. 
  
7.
Juanita Miller Concerto Competition 
This Committee shall be chaired by the person who served as Chair-Elect the prior 
year, and composed of persons appointed by the Chairperson.  The Chairperson shall 
perform the following duties: 
  
A.
Shall oversee the planning and organization of the competition. 
  
B.
Shall develop with the Treasurer a proposed budget for approval by the Executive Committee. 
  
C.
Shall direct and lead the committee members to insure the following duties are properly administered: 
  
1.
Scheduling of site and competition date subject to approval by the Executive Committee; 
  
2.
Printing and mailing of brochure/application subject to approval by the Executive Committee; 
  
3.
Publicity and marketing of competition; 
  
4.
Hospitality and entertainment; 
  
5.
Selection of Judges; 
  
6.
Coordination of volunteers to work at competition; 
  
7.
Presentation of awards; 
  
8.
Coordination of winners’ performances with the Annual Conference Chairperson(s). 
  
  
AMENDMENTS

These Standing Rules may be amended by two-thirds majority vote of the Board at any Board of Directors Meeting. 
  
  
TASO Standing Rules 
Amended:  April 12, 2007 
TASO Board Meeting, Dallas, Texas 

Blanche Stastny, Bylaws Chair

  

