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Early Registration for  

TASO 2009 Conference Ends March 15 

 
Symphony supports, friends, and all interested in fund-

raising, networking ideas for their local symphony groups 
are gathering in Abilene, Texas, April 16-19. Join in the 

fun, fellowship, and sharing as you meet new friends and 

visit with wonderful friends youôve met through TASO. 
 

Packets have been mailed. All forms and important infor-

mat ion can be found on our website, 

www.tasovolunteers.com.  If you havenôt visited the web-
site lately, weôve made changes for easy navigation. 

Youôll also find valuable links to events and happenings 

around the Abilene area. 
 

We hope all of the TASO delegates will come early and 

visit Frontier Texas. The exterior of Frontier Texas ech-
oes the remains of an old fort, but inside offers an amaz-

ing history of the old West. For an online look at Frontier 

Texas, please go to www.frontiertexas.com. 

 
See you in Abilene! 

 

 

 

 

TASO 2009 

Abilene, Texas  ~  April 16-19, 2009 
 

The Abilene Philharmonic Guild invites you and your 

organization to come to the 2009 TASO Conference.   It 
will be held April 16th ï 19th with plenty to offer each of 

you to come and experience a little piece of West Texas 

hospitality.  Please come in early to join the group on a 
tour of Abileneôs newest treasure óFrontier Texasô, a 

museum with hologram spirit guides depicting 100 years 

of history from 1780 ï 1880 in this country.  Go to 
www.frontiertexas.com for more info. 

 

The Abilene Country Clubôs elegant ballroom will be 

where this annual event officially begins with a fabu-
lously planned delectable menu, lovely music, and wit-

ness the traditional presentation of the óAward of Excel-

lenceô of well deserved honorees. 
 

Then, early Friday morning the fun is in full swing with 

the Hardin Simmons University Cowboy Band present-
ing you a warm óWest Texas Welcome.ô  At lunch 

youôll meet our maestro conductor director who will be 

speaking to you about the Saturday evenings Symphony 

performance and TCAôs executive director will update 
you on the Texas arts.  We will have the presentation of 

recognized projects and four wonderful speakers pre-

senting workshops in Leadership, Fundraising, Web 
Sites/Technology, and Marketing and Promotion.  The 

traditional dinners in the homes of our symphony sup-

porters  will cap off the evening. 

 

Key Conference Dates to Remember 
 

March 15 

Statistical Reports Due 

Project and Year End Reports Due 

Last day for early registration fee of  $300 

 

March 25 

Reservation deadline for guaranteed 

room rate of $110/night, single or double 

Toll Free # 1-888-897-9644 

www.mcmelegantesuites.com 
 

Contôd on page 3 
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As President of TASO this year, I was fortunate to have an exceptional slate 

of officers who were complemented by outstanding chairpersons who in turn 

were supported by excellent committee members.  As a result, the TASO 

board functioned well as a team at each board meeting as we dealt with the 

business at hand efficiently.  My sincere thanks go to the board for taking the 

time to not only attend the meetings, but also for coming prepared to work.  

The strategic planning committee and the executive committee both deserve 

special thanks for their willingness to meet on the day prior to each board 

meeting.   

 

At conference last May I challenged the member organizations to focus on 

leadership this year.  Strong leadership puts the needs of the organization 

first and contributes to the achievement of purpose.  As we each leave our 

specific leadership role, we remind ourselves that one of the traits of a good 

leader is the ability to transfer responsibilities to a successor effectively.  Ideally, our successors are already 

in the process of beginning their tasks even as we complete our final duties for the year.  That kind of suc-

cessful transfer of leadership from year to year is vital to the continued smooth operation of the organization 

and the achievement of its purposes. 

 

Our annual conference sets the stage for a smooth transfer of leadership within TASO.   It is then that the 

board passes their responsibilities to the incoming board, ensuring continuity in the pursuit of our purpose.  

It is a time for reporting accomplishments from the past year and for looking toward the future.  Member 

organizations have the opportunity to celebrate and share the successes of the past when the Projects are 

presented.   Training opportunities help prepare the membership for success in the future.  Networking 

among delegates builds enthusiasm for the possibilities the next year may hold.  Hearing the winners of the 

JMCC perform reminds us that music is why we do what we do.  The TASO annual conference is the high-

light of every year.  

 

I hope to see a good representation of our member organizations in Abilene.  Under the leadership of Nelda 

Hodges and Judy Miller, the Abilene Philharmonic Guild has prepared an excellent conference that should 

prove to be both educational and exciting.  Its theme, For the Love of Music, reminds us why we work so 

hard to support symphonies!  
 

 

Marsha K. Green 

TASO President 2008-09 
mkgmusik@aol.com 

 

 
Music washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.  Bernard Auerbach 
 

Marsha Green 
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and promotion of her business, sharing her talents during  

her tenure on the Abilene Symphony Board. She has a 

deep understanding of how it is to ñmake or breakò for 

the arts.  Itôs more than publicityðit is quality presenta-

tion! 
 

Dr. Gary D. McCalebðVice President of Abilene 
Christian Univeristy, professor management, and organ-

izational behavior, and Executive Director of the Center 

for Building community, Dr. McCaleb teaches courses in 
leadership in the College of Business at ACU.  He has 

written two books: Community: The Other Side of Self  

and The Gift of Community. 
 

George NicholsðHe has over thirty-five years of ex-

perience in strategic planning, budgeting, marketing, 
sales, product development ,and general management of 

consumer products companies.  He has applied this 

knowledge in volunteer service in the not-for-profit sec-
tor serving as board member in business groups, founda-

tions, the arts, and medical agencies. 

 

Continued from page 1ðTASO 2009 Conference 

 
Saturday, weôll head over to Abilene Christian Univer-

sity where we will have the Round Tables of Recognized 

and Commended Projects.  After lunch we will listen to 
the Juanita Concerto Competition winners.  The beauti-

ful, historic Paramount Theatre, Abileneôs ópride and 

gloryô will be the location of dinner on stage with more 

music entertainment, then on to the symphony. 
 

Registration packets have been mailed. Please fill out the 

information ASAP. The week-end will be full of won-
derful music - fun door prizes - great speakers - and 

above all - meeting new friends, visiting with old 

friends, and networking for new ideas to take back to 
your organization. Please come and experience the 

warm, friendly Abilene hospitality! 

Featured Speakers 
 

Lane Bondðminister by profession, now retired, his 
love for music led him to serve on the board of the Big 

Spring Symphony Association where he developed a 

very successful website for the Symphony and Build.  

Learning a lot along the way, he will share his knowl-
edge and skill with others who want to invent or reinvent 

a Symphony/Guild website. 
 

Gary Gibbsðafter an extended and successful career as 

the director of education and outreach for the Houston 
Grand Opera, he is now the Executive Director of the 

Texas Commission on the Arts.  Dr. Gibbs has served on 

panels for the National Endowment for the Arts, the 

Houston Arts Alliance and TCA.  He has earned a 
Bachelor of Music Education in voice from Baylor Uni-

versity in Waco, a Master of Music in voice from South-

western Baptist Theological Seminary in Ft. Worth, and 
a Ph.D. in Musicology from the University of Texas at 

Austin. 
 

Bonnie GittingerðPresident and owner of StreetFund, 

a company focusing on fundraising and strategic coun-
sel.  Bonnie has extensive experience in campaign strat-

egy, donor management and stewardship, development 

operations and grant writing. 
 

Mary Frances MaloneðAs an accomplished harpist 

and an astute business woman, she has combined both 
worlds to develop techniques for successful marketing  

Friday, April 17, 2009, Workshops 

 
Websites and Technology  - Presenter: Lane Bond.  A 

fast-paced discovery session focusing on designing, building 

and maintaining a spectacular website that does many 
thingsðfrom spotlighting guest artists, on-line ticket sales, 

applications for membership and much more.  Explore de-

veloping graphics, discussion obstacles and dealing with the 

time and talent required to have a  website. 
 

Leadership and Strategic PlanningðPresenter: 

George Nichols.  This workshop deals with leadership 

skills, developing future leaders, strategic planning, vision-

ing, and problem solving. 
 

Marketing and PromotionðPresenter: Mary Frances 
Malone.  Focusing on ways to market and promote through 

the media, technology ,advertising, speakers bureau, and 

events, youôll learn about developing program advertising, 

underwriting and sponsor base.  Itôs about widening geo-

graphic sales area and creating excitement and interest with 

the timing and presentation of information. 
 

FundraisingðPresenter: Bonnie Gittinger.  This work-

shops focuses on all types of fundraising from small special 

events to large events, grants, sponsorhips and program ads. 
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Juanita Miller Concerto Competition 2009 
 

The thirteenth annual Juanita Miller Concerto Competition was held on January 17, 2009, at the SMU Meadows 

School of the Arts.  Once again, it was a successful competition with outstanding performances provided by the 

thirty-one contestants.  There were 13 in the piano division, 7 in the strings division, and 11 in the winds division. 
 

Judging the piano division was Dr. Robert Weirich  from University 

of Missouri, Kansas City.  Our strings judge was Dr. Gregory Lee, a 
violinist on faculty at Oklahoma University.  Judging the winds divi-

sion was Dr. Theresa Delaplain, an oboist from the University of Ar-

kansas.  All of these judges were personable and encouraging, offering 
excellent critiques to the students for their further musical growth. 

 

The contest ran extremely smoothly, thanks to the excellent coordina-

tion of volunteers by Deborah Brown, 

chair elect.  Many thanks to everyone 

who monitored a room, chauffeured a 

judge, brought food, organized stu-
dents, escorted contestants, took photos 

ï the list goes on because it takes many 

volunteers to make an event like this 

happen.  Thank you, thank you! 
 

We had the financial support of many individuals and member organizations in 

TASO.  Tiffany Ammerman did a splendid job of obtaining underwriters and spon-
sors for the contest.  Thanks to Tiffany and everyone who contributed to fund the 

awards to the winners.  You have again ensured the success of this TASO-sponsored 

project. 
 

 

 

 
A Brief Summary of JMCCôs history: 

 

In 1997, Juanita and Henry S. Miller provided the seed money for the establishment of a statewide youth competi-
tion for outstanding high school musicians. TASO honored Mrs. Miller by naming the competition after her. Em-

ploying the most professional approach to music competition, outstanding judges from across the country are chosen 

to select the winners.  
  

Juanita Miller is also a founding member of TASO and she served as its first President in 1966. It is composed 

of 32 orchestra volunteer groups in Texas and New Mexico. Each year close to 150 delegates attend an annual con-

ference to gather information and network with their colleagues.   
  

For further information, visit www.tasovolunteers.com 

 

JMCC judges (left to right): Dr. Robert 

Weirich, Dr. Gregory Lee, and  

Dr. Theresa Delaplain 

JMCC Vice-Chair, Deborah 

Brown, and JMCC Chair, Lydia 

Bratcher 
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Congratulations to the Winners of the  

Thirteenth Annual Juanita Miller Concerto Competition! 
 

The 13th Annual Juanita Miller Concerto Competition was held in Dallas on January 17 at SMU's Caruth Audito-
rium. The Texas Association for Symphony Orchestras (TASO) hosted the competition in which 33 contestants 

throughout the state of Texas competed. The three first place winners competed 

for the Grand Prize.  

 

And the winners areé.. 

 

First Place and Grand PrizeðSahun (Sam) Hong 
Sahun (Sam) Hong, piano, was awarded First Place in the Piano Division and 

also the Grand Prize for his performance of Beethovenôs 3rd Concerto in G 
Minor. Although Sam is only 14 years old, he is enrolled as a student at 

Texas Christian University.  He is a student of John Owings of TCU. 

 

First Place in Strings DivisionðLaura Liu 
Laura Liu , violin, received First Place in the Strings Division.  

She is an 11th Grader at Spring Creek Academy in Plano and a student of 

Emanuel Borok.  She performed Tchaikovskyôs Concerto in D, Op. 35. 

 

First Place in Winds DivisionðEric Choi 
Eric Choi was awarded First Place in Winds Division on his alto saxophone 

performing ñConcertino da Cameraò by Jacques Ibert.  He is in 11th Grade 
at Plano West Senior High in Plano. He is a student of Mark Alewine. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
These three first place winners will perform at the 2009 TASO Conference in Abilene. 

Patsy Donosky, daughter of the 

late Juanita Miller, presented the 

award to the Grand Prize winner, 

Sam Hong  

Left to right:  Sam Hong, Laura Liu, and Eric Choi Left to right: Lydia Bratcher (JMCC Chair), Sam Hong, 

and Marsha Green (TASO President) 


