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Become an Arts Advocate!! 

 Arts Advocacy Day 2009 in Austin 

Tuesday, February 10 
 

Arts Advocacy Events Planned at Capitol 

 
Texans for the Arts (TFA) will host Arts Advocacy Day 

on Tuesday, February 10, 2009. Texans for the Arts is a 

grass-roots, non-profit organization that provides infor-
mation about legislative activity relating to arts issues 

and organizes advocacy efforts in order to increase pub-

lic funding for the arts in Texas. TFA represents indi-
viduals and organizations from across the state. 

 

Arts Advocacy Day begins at the Radisson Hotel in 

downtown Austin with morning advocacy training ses-
sions. Participants will visit Legislators in the afternoon 

to share information on Texans for the Arts Legislative 

Agenda. 
Continued on Page 5 

TASO Awards and Projects Competition 

2008-09 Chair, Jan St. Hilaire 

Jan St. Hilaire 

The Awards and Recognized Projects 
Committee would like to thank the 

member organization who submitted 

nominations .  Thirty-seven project 

competition forms were submitted as 
well as eleven applications for the 

Awards of Excellence.  The following 

awards and project winners were an-
nounced at the Fall TASO Board 

Meeting: 
 

Education Winners: 

ñInstrument Petting Zooò- Houston Symphony League 

ñBud to Bloomò and ñMusic Merit Scholarshipsò- Womenôs 

 Symphony League of Tyler 

ñYouth Music Scholarship Awardsò-Wichita Falls Symphony  
 League  

  

Education Commended: 

ñWhy I Want to be a Conductor Essay Contestò- Conroe Sym- 

 phony League 

ñCommission of Jay Greenbergôs Composition to the East  

 Texas Symphony Orchestraò- Womenôs Symphony  

 League of Tyler 

ñChildrenôs Concertò- Waco Symphony Council 

ñWaco Symphony Council Belles and Brassò- Waco Symphony 

  Council 
  

Fundraising Winners: 

ñPainted Violinsé..Strings Attachedò- Symphony League of 

 Fort Worth 

ñA Day by the Bay Home Tourò- Houston Symphony League  

 Bay Area 

ñAlex Fleming Memorial Bowlò- Womenôs Symphony League 

 of Tyler 

  

Fundraising Commended: 

ñSummer Barbershop Concertò- Brazosport Symphony League 

ñOpening Night Gala óMusical Gems of Russiaôò- The Houston  
 Symphony League 

 

ñFor the Love of Musicò ~ TASO 2009 

Abilene, Texas   ~  April 16-19, 2009 
 

Music will fill each hour you 

spend in Abilene.  With three 

universities and three high 
schools, we have an abundance 

of musical talent.  We will net-

work from Thursday evening 

until Sunday. There will be 
fresh ideas from other organiza-

tions.  ñFor the Love of Music,ò 

TASO 2009, will be based at 
our own four star hotel MCM 

Elegante' Suites.  

     

The MCM Elegante' Suites has 
set aside rooms for our conference at a rate of $110.00 

for a single/double and $120.00 for triple/quad. These 

Continued on Page 7 

Nelda Hodges and Judy 

Miller, 2009 Conference 

Co-Chairs 

http://www.mcmelegantesuites.com/
http://www.mcmelegantesuites.com/
http://www.mcmelegantesuites.com/


 

2  TASO  Winter 2009 

www.tasovolunteers.com  
P r e s i d e n t 's  L e t t e r 
 

Life is full of new beginnings.  As symphony volunteers we have the opportunity for several new beginnings 

each year: the new calendar year; the new fiscal year; and the new concert season.   As leaders we also have 

our various new beginnings in different leadership roles.   We embrace these new beginnings as fresh opportu-

nities to improve our symphonies.  As I watched The Kennedy Center Honors on television this year, I found 

myself feeling overwhelmed by the diversity of talent represented in the arts and was reminded how fortunate 

we are to live in a country that nurtures the pursuit of creativity.  I remembered a quote from President Wood-

row Wilson that I heard at a dinner honoring our own symphony supporters last fall:    

 

The man that disparages music as a luxury and nonessential is doing the nation an injury.  Music, now 

more than ever before, is a national need. There is no better way to express patriotism than through music. 

 

Please keep those words in mind as we encounter the new beginning of 2009.  Given the economic realities of 

these times, we can anticipate facing even greater than usual challenges as we endeavor to raise money for our 

orchestras.  We may find that some donors are shifting their support away from our symphonies to groups that 

address more basic or pragmatic needs.  With that in mind, we must remind ourselves that 85% of all contrib-

uted income for the arts comes from individuals (rather than corporate entities).  In our work to nurture and 

preserve individual donors, we can help them understand the wisdom in President Wilsonôs comments about 

music.  Showing support for our symphonies demonstrates unequivocal faith in a future that includes contin-

ued opportunity to make and enjoy music.  In providing support to our orchestras, we also show our recogni-

tion of the role of music in providing much needed escape from worries and fears, if only for the length of time 

occupied by a concert.  Perhaps even more importantly, we know that music helps spirits to soar and can bring 

us together in an experience of unity and shared patriotism.   

 

As it has for the past twelve years, TASO will again open the new year by hosting the Juanita Miller Concerto 

Competition.  Offering a unique opportunity for talented young musicians to demonstrate their talent, the event 

has grown more competitive and is now well respected by teachers whose students are destined to become the 

symphony performers and solo artists of tomorrow.  This yearôs JMCC Chair is my dear friend, Lydia 

Bratcher.  She has secured excellent judges and has well planned the mechanics of the competition.  TASO 

volunteers (i.e., Board Members) will ensure that her plans are executed smoothly.  My sincere thanks go to all 

who are willing to stay an extra night and day in Dallas to help host this exciting competition.  Also, thanks to 

all the individuals and organizations who have donated funds to support the competition.   

 

Happy New Year!   

 

Marsha K. Green 

TASO President 2008-09 
mkgmusik@aol.com 

 
Music washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.  Bernard Auerbach 
 

 

mailto:mkgmusik@aol.com
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Juanita Miller Concerto Competition 2009 is almost here! 

 
The 13th Juanita Miller Concerto Competition is this month! Summer was an eventful time with plans coming to-

gether on schedule.  The brochure was printed and mailed, with online access on our website.  Advertisements were 
placed in the September issue of the Southwest Musician and also in the fall issue of the Texas Music Teacher.  We 

have a contract with SMU, with expenses in line with projections.  Tiffany Ammerman  is working to obtain spon-

sorships for the competition, and Chair-elect Deborah Brown is working to obtain and organize volunteers for the 
event.   

  

We have three outstanding judges coming to Dallas to listen to our contestants.  Judging the Piano Division is Dr. 

Robert Weirich from University of Missouri, Kansas City; Strings Division judge is Dr. Gregory Lee from Okla-

homa University, and judging the Winds will be Dr. Theresa Delaplain from the University of Arkansas.  These in-

dividuals have risen to the top of their fields and are renowned teachers and performers.  We are honored that they 

will be coming; all three have expressed enthusiasm at the prospect of hearing talented young musicians and have 
offered congratulations to TASO for our efforts to provide such an opportunity for them. 

  

We have thirty-four contestants registered in the contest: 15 in the piano division, 7 in the strings, and 12 in the winds 
division.  These young people are extremely disciplined, gifted, and dedicated to their art; it will be a pleasure to hear 

them perform. 

  

Plan to attend part or all of this inspiring event in January!  We need many volunteers, and we know that everyone 
who participates will be enriched by the achievement and artistry of talented young musicians. Please consider sup-

porting the Juanita Miller Concerto Competition, borne and nurtured by TASO, in offering both financial and volun-

teer assistance.  

  

Lydia Bratcher, Chair  
2009 Juanita Miller Concerto Competition  
Texas Association for Symphony Orchestras  
300 Westlane Circle  
Waco, TX   76712  
254 -772 -0130  
jmcc2009@hot.rr.com  

Volunteer Needs ~ Juanita Miller Concerto Competition 

Saturday, January 17, 2009 
  

Immediate Need: 

  

 12:00-2:00 p.m. (at least six more volunteers needed) 

 Judgesô transportation to and from airport 

  

Thank you to all who have signed up for a shift already. It does take the work of each of our members to help make the 

competition such a success. We need greeters, runners, and monitors - both inside and outside the room. We have filled our 

slots for the morning session, and currently we have needs for volunteers from 12  - 2 p.m. We only have three signed up 

and we need at least six more for that time frame. We also need assistance in picking up the judges and returning them to 

the airport..  

  

Please contact Deborah Brown, Deborah@nigelbrown.com or 214-553-0169.  Many thanks! 

mailto:jmcc2009@hot.rr.com
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system was based on the following: 

 

Four major floor votes on arts funding 

Membership in the Congressional Arts Caucus 

Introduction or co sponsorship of arts-related legislation 

Signatures on ñDear Colleagueò letters to the Appropria-

tions Committee, asking it to increase funding for the 

NEA or for arts education 
 

The Texas delegation in the House of Representatives of 
the United States Congress received the following 

grades on these issues in 2008:  

 

District   Representative (Party)  Grade 
 

25  Lloyd Doggett (D)  A+ 

20  Charles Gonzales (D)  A 

9  Al Green (D)   A 

29  Gene Green (D)   A+ 
15  Ruben Hinojosa (D)  A 

18  Sheila Jackson-Lee (D)  A 

30  Eddie Bernice Johnson (D) A 
16  Silvestre Reyes (D)  A 

23  Ciro Rodriquez (D)  A 

28  Henry Cuellar (D)  B+ 
17  Chet Edwards (D)  B+ 

22  Nick Lampson (D)  B+ 

21  Lamar Smith (R)  B 

12  Kay Granger (R)  C 
6  Joe Barton (R)   D 

26  Michael Burgess (R)  D 

11  Mike Conaway (R)  D 
4  Ralph Hall (R)   D 

10  Michael McCaul (R)  D 

27  Soloman Ortiz (D)  D 
8  Kevin Brady (R)  F 

31  John Carter (R)   F 

7  John Culberson (R)  F 

1  Louie Gohmert (R)  F 
5  Jeb Henoarling (R)  F 

3  Sam Johnson (R)  F 

24  Kenny Marchant (R)  F 
19  Randy Neugebauer (R)  F 

14  Ron Paul (R)   F 

2  Ted Poe (R)   F 

32  Pete Sessions (R)  F 
13  Mac Thornberry (R)  F 

 

 

ADVOCACYðNOW IS THE TIME   

 
Now that the elections are over, promoting the arts is 

going to be very important.  The 

81st Texas Legislature has some 
new members who will need to 

be recruited to support the arts.  

There is one new Senator, 
Wendy Davis.  The other Sena-

tors are returning for another 

term.  The Texas House will 

have approximately 20 new 
members.  This makes for quite 

an opportunity to make a case 

for support of the arts.   
 

During the first day of filing, 

November 10, there were more than 400 bills filed, with 

59 days left of the filing period. The legislature convenes 
on January 13. By the time pre-filing ends in early Janu-

ary, about half of all bills that are expected to be consid-

ered in next yearôs session will be filed.  
  

During the legislative session, members may introduce 

new legislation until filing deadlines identified on the 
legislative calendar. Bills that have been referred to a 

committee are scheduled to be heard by a house or sen-

ate committee.  After the bill has been reported favorably 

by a committee and the committee report has been 
printed, the bill is available for placement on the calen-

dar.  Being placed on the calendar, the bills are to be 

considered by the full House or Senate.  If a bill passes 
both the House and Senate, it may be signed or vetoed 

by the governor or pass without a signature.  Once legis-

lation becomes law, it becomes codified as a statue. 

 
This is the procedure by which art funding is accom-
plished.  Pro-arts lawmakers, who realize the value of 

the arts in fueling creativity and innovation, educating 

our children, enriching lives, and strengthening commu-
nities, are a most valuable asset.  The challenge remains 

to help create a majority of cultural allies who recognize 

the impact of pro-arts legislation. 

 
Americans for the Arts Action Fund has developed the 

2008 Congressional Arts Report Card.  The grading 

Betty Wall 

Continued on Page 5 
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Project/Awards contôd 

 

Service Winners: 

óòPolar Expressò Family Concertô- Womenôs Symphony 

 League of Tyler 
ñSunday Soundsò ï Waco Symphony Council 

  

Service Commended: 

ñ2007-2008 Strategic Plan for Womenôs Symphony League of  

 Austinò- Womenôs  Symphony League of Austin 

ñRiverCITY Insert for 2007 Jewel Ballò- Womenôs Symphony 

 League of Austin 

ñDallas Symphony Orchestra League Websiteò- Dallas Sym- 

 phony Orchestra League 

ñPrelude to Spring Membership Eventò- Houston Symphony  

 League 

  
Award of Excellence for Business 

Ft. Worth Star-Telegram nominated by the Symphony League 

 of Ft. Worth 

  

Award of Excellence for Patron 

Dian Graves Owens Stai & Harlen C. Stai nominated by the 

 Abilene Philharmonic Guild 

  

Award of Excellence for Volunteer 

Mary Alice Marshall nominated by the Temple Symphony  

 Alliance 
 

We're all looking forward to celebrating your success in  

Abilene!           ~ Jan St. Hilaire 

Important Deadlines for 

Project and Award Winners 
 

We need to hear from all project and award winners. 
Please RSVP if you will be attending the conference in 

Abilene by 1/31/09:   
 

Jan St. Hilaire 
4902 Spy Glass Circle 

Midland, TX 79705 

 
Email:  paulsthilaire@suddenlink.net 

 

The PowerPoint presentations and Roundtable pages for 

the Conference Notebook will be due by 3/15/09. 
 

We appreciate your time as you share your ideas with 

other TASO members. 

Advocacy contôd 

 

More detailed information on the Congressional Arts Re-
port Card 2008 can be found on the Arts Action Fund 

website. www.artsactionfund.org/stay_informed/

special_reports/  
         ~ Betty Wall 
     

 

Details of Arts Advocacy Day are available on the Texans 

for the Arts website at: www.texansforthearts.com. ñ 

Another way to be involvedé..Become an Arts Advo-

cate; Join Texans for the Arts today!  Your membership 

supports our advocacy work for public funding of the arts 

and legislation/policy favorable to the arts.  We invite you 
to work with us to create ONE voice for stronger arts in 

communities and schools across TEXAS.  Call for mem-

bership or join online via the website: 
www.texasnsforthearts.com   

     ~ Mary Padgett 

Arts Advocacy Day contôd 

Preparing for 2010 and 2011 TASO Conferences 

at the Fall 2008 TASO Board Meeting 

Penny Powell (standing) 

and Anna Marie Speir, 

2011 Conference Co-

Chairs, Austin 

Pres-Elect LaVerne Gol-

lob with Jeanne Rigg, 

2010 Conference Chair, 

Wichita Falls 

file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Debra\My%20Documents\TASO%202008\pics%20for%20Winter%202009%20issue\www.artsactionfund.org\stay_informed\special_reports\
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Debra\My%20Documents\TASO%202008\pics%20for%20Winter%202009%20issue\www.artsactionfund.org\stay_informed\special_reports\
https://mail.baylor.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.texansforthearts.com/
https://mail.baylor.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.texansforthearts.com/
https://mail.baylor.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.texasnsforthearts.com/
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Juanita Miller Sponsor Update 
Tiffany Ammerman 

 
 

Dear Symphony Friends: 
 

The TASO Juanita Miller Concerto Competition is con-

sidered among the finest in the state and provides ulti-
mate rewards for the winners offering performances 

with full orchestras and financial awards to assist with 

the growing tuition increases of higher education.  This 

is our opportunity and yours to help the young musi-
cians of our state continue on with their musical careers.   

 

Please assist TASO in assuring the continued success of 
the competition by making a donation.  Mr. and Mrs. 

Henry S. Miller, Jr. have been extremely generous in 

providing the funding for the foundation of this en-
deavor, but it is still necessary for TASO to raise addi-

tional revenues to continue with the caliber of excel-

lence which distinguishes this competition. 

 
We encourage you to attend the Final Round of the 

Competition to be held on Saturday, January 17, 2009 at 

Southern Methodist University in Dallas.  Thank you for 
your continued dedication to TASO and to the musical 

endeavors of our State and youth. 

 
We appreciate the continued support of Leagues, Guilds 

and individuals who have made their annual donations a 

part of the budget and if you wish to solicit from your 

membership all donations are welcome.   
 

Special thanks to the following Leagues/Guilds and 
Individuals whom have already made contributions: 

 

League/Guild 

Amarillo Symphony Guild 
Big Spring Symphony Guild 

Friends Assoc. of Symphony Orchestra,  

Brazos Valley 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra League 

Symphony League of Fort Worth 

Houston Symphony League Bay Area 
Houston Symphony Society/ 

Houston Symphony League 

Irving Symphony League 

Lubbock Symphony Guild 
Marshall Symphony League 

Midland-Odessa Symphony & Choral 

Midland Symphony Guild 
Temple Symphony Orchestra Alliance 

Waco Symphony Council 

Women's Symphony League of Tyler 
Wichita Falls Symphony League 

 

Individuals  

Tiffany Ammerman 
Jan Bradley 

Lydia Bratcher 

Deborah Brown 
Susan Brown 

Terry Brown 

Debra Burleson 

LaVerne Gollob 
Marsha Green 

Alice Hyde 

Laura Hyde 
Avon Langston 

Kay McInnes 

Lynn O'Day 
Penny Powell 

Nancie N. Rissing 

Zoe Talbert 

Terry White 
Nancy B. Willerson 

Mildred Witte  

Continued on Page 7 

Abilene Philharmonic Guild named Nelda Hodges 
Grande Dame IV for the 2009 Gold Medallion Ball 

benefiting the Abilene Philharmonic 

Guild.  The Guild honored her at a  

December 2008 luncheon. The festive, 
elegant affair allowed guests to visit 

with Nelda and her husband Eddie 

(who is the Noble Gold IV) and ex-
press appreciation for all that they do 

for the Abilene Philharmonic. 

 
Nelda is also Co-Chair of the 2009 TASO Conference. 

Congratulations, Nelda. 

Nelda Hodges 
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Continued from Page 6 
 

  Juanita Miller Competition Sponsor Info contôd 

 

If you would like to make a contribution or your 

League/Guild would like to contribute, please make 
your checks payable to TASO 2009 Juanita Miller 

Competition and mail to:   
 

Tiffany Ammerman 

209 West Rusk Street 

Marshall, TX  75670 
 

 

Irving Symphony Orchestra Association and 

Irving Symphony League honor Susan Brown 

 
TASO Treasurer 
Susan Brown was 

honored for her vol-

unteer work for the 

Irving Symphony 
League and the 

Irvinig Symphony 

Orchestra Association 
with the Leagueôs 

Distinguished Service 

Award of Excellence. 
 

Susan is pictured with 

Nancie Rissing from 

the Irving Symphony League.  Nancie serves as the 
Vice President of Finance for TASO. 

 

 

 Continued from Page 1 

 

2009 Conference 
 

rooms can be rented at this rate from Wednesday, 

April 15, 2009 through Saturday, April 18, 2009.The 

block of guest rooms at this rate will be held until March 
25, 2009. We invite you to come early and enjoy a west 

Texas experience. 

  
The focus for the conference will be leadership.  We will 

begin our conference with a gala evening at the Abilene 

Country Club.  Awards will be given to people who have 
enriched our communities.  Surprises will abound on Fri-

day.  On Friday evening, our guild members will host 

TASO delegates in their homes for wonderful meals and 

fellowship. 
  

On Saturday we will enjoy the music of the Juanita Miller 

Concerto Competition winners in Abilene Christian Uni-
versity's William Performance Hall.  We will have lunch 

and round table discussions at ACU. 

  

Saturday evening will find us at the historic Paramount 
Theater for dinner.  After dinner we will attend the Phil-

harmonic conducted by Maestro David Itkins.  April 18, 

2009 is one of our classical concerts.  The classical eve-
ning will feature Copland's Appalachian Spring and Bee-

thoven's Symphony #9, Colleen Mallectic (soprano), Lyn-

nette Chambers (mezzo-soprano), Matt Newman (tenor), 
Paul Rowe (baritone), and the University Choirs of Abi-

lene Christian, Hardin Simmons and McMurry. 

 

We will end with Sunday Brunch and more interesting 
speakers. Join us, the Abilene Philharmonic Guild TASO 

Conference in the Spring 2009, Thursday, April 16th - 

Sunday, April 19th.   
 

Questions?  Contact Nelda Hodges at 325-692-1172 or 

Judy Miller at 325-672-1984  
 

Visit www.tasovolunteers.com and select the 

ñConferenceò link 
 

Nancie Rissing, left, with  

Susan Brown 

 

Important 2008-2009 TASO Dates 

 

January 16, 2009, Board Meeting 

January 17, 2009, Juanita Miller Competi- 

 tion 

April 16 -19, 2009, TASO Conference, 

 Abilene 

 

 

mailto:jboylemiller@suddenlink.net
http://www.tasovolunteers.com
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January 
Houston Symphony 
League Bay Area is 
planning three eve-
ning meetings this 
year as an incentive to 
attract members who 
cannot attend day 
meetings. The meet-
ings will be held at 
the local Arts Alliance 
building to appeal to 
the broader arts com-
munity in the area.  
 
January 7-8 
Ɂ8ÖÜÕÎɯ /ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯ
"ÖÕÊÌÙÛÚȮɂ Amarillo 
Symphony Guild will 
host 6,000 5th graders. 
3ÏÌɯÖÙÊÏÌÚÛÙÈɀÚɯÛÏÌÔÌɯ
ÐÚɯɁ2ÛÈÙɯ6ÈÙÚȭɂɯ3ÌÈÊÏɪ
ers have access to les-
son plans for preɬ and 
post-teaching. 
  

 

January 9-10 
Ɂ!Ð-Annual National 
Young Artist Compe-
ÛÐÛÐÖÕȮɂ the Midland 
Symphony Guild 
hosts this prestigious 
instrumental competi-
tion which includes 60 
to 80 applicants in 
Winds, Piano and 
Strings. The winners 
will receive a total of 
$10,000 in scholar-
ÚÏÐ×Úȭɯ ɯ 3ÏÐÚɯ àÌÈÙɀÚɯ
chair is Jan St. Hilaire. 

January 10 
Ɂ'ÖÜÚÛÖÕɯ 2àÔ×ÏÖÕàɯ
League Concerto Com-
×ÌÛÐÛÐÖÕɂɯwill be held at 
the University of Hous-
ton Moores School of 
Music with monetary 
prizes given.  The top 
two winners will per-
form with the Houston 
Symphony. 
 
January 20 and 22 

3ÏÌɯ 6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ 2àÔɪ

phony League of Tyler 

continues the 2008-09 

seasonɭViva Vivaldi ~ 

Viva Venice! with a 

Bunco Italliano E 

Bridge Di Sera (bunko 

and bridge in the eve-

ning), Tuesday evening, 

Jan. 20.; and Veneto 

Cardetto (mahjong, 

bridge, board games, 

your choice) on Thurs-

day, January 22nd. Co-

chairs are Mary Gam-

mell, 903-561-7119, and 

Mary Meyers, 903-534-

1426.  

 

January 23 

Ɂ!șɯ!ÙÜÕÊÏȮɂɯ the Hous-
ton Symphony League 
will have a brunch at 
the home of Ms. Beth 

Madison.  The speaker 
is Mark Hughes, princi-
pal trumpet for the 
Houston Symphony.  
 
January 24 
Ɂ ɯ /ÈÚÚÈÎÌɯ ÛÖɯ (ÕËÐÈɂ 
The San Angelo Sym-
phony Guild will host 
its annual gala on Satur-
day, January 24th.  The 
highlight of the evening 
will be the presentation 
of the Senior Symphony 
Belles followed by 
dancing to the music of 
Ɂ3ÏÌɯ 6ÖÕËÌÙÚȭɂɯ 3ÏÌɯ
Guild will also have its 
traditional Silent Auc-
tion and Live Auction 
of the Symphony POPS 
tables which includes 
the table and food for 
the April POPS concert.  
For more information, 
please call Amy Fox or 
Patty Bunyard, Gala 
Chairs, at 325-949-3782. 
 
January 31 
Ɂ8ÖÜÕÎɯ /ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌÙÚɯ
"ÖÔ×ÌÛÐÛÐÖÕȮɂɯthe 
Amarillo Symphony 
Guild will host this 
event with categories 
that include vocal, pi-
ano, strings, and winds/
percussion.  Winners 
receive a cash award. 
The Grand Prize winner 
will also perform with 
the Amarillo Symphony 
Orchestra. 
 

February 2009 
 
February 6 
Ɂ2ÌÕÐÖÙɯ !ÌÓÓÌɯ "ÓÈÚÚɯ
Presentationɭ32nd An-
ÕÈÜÓɯ &ÈÓÈɯ 6ÌÌÒÌÕËɂɯ- 
Midland Symphony 
Guild presents 74 
Belles. Feb. 7th the 
Freshman class (73 
Belles) will be pre-
sented at a Brunch fea-
turing former Miss 
Texas and current CBS 
News Anchor, Tatum 
Hubbard, as their 
speaker. 
 
February 6-7 
Ɂ30th Diamond Gala 
6ÌÌÒÌÕËɂɯwill be 
hosted by the Midland 
Symphony Guild with 
52 Senior Belles pre-
sented on Friday night 
and 53 Freshman Belles 
introduced at a Brunch/
Style Show on Saturday 
morning. Midland Sym-
phony Guild President, 
Galen Haynes, is the 
Gala Weekend Chair! 
 
February 6-7 
The Brazosport Sym-
phony League will host 
a Membership Cof-
fee  on Feb. 6. The or-
chestra conductor, Dr. 
John Ricarte, will lec-
ture on the composers 
and the music to be per-
formed at the Subscrip-
tion Concert II Feb. 7.   

Symphony  Volunteers At Work  

To Promote, Develop and Serve Symphony Orchestrasé.  
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February 21 
Ɂ2ÈÛÜÙËÈàɯ -ÐÎÏÛɯ %Ìɪ
verȮɂɯ 3ÏÌɯ  ÔÈÙÐÓÓÖɯ
2àÔ×ÏÖÕàɯ&ÜÐÓËɀÚɯÓÈÙÎɪ
est fundraiser will in-
clude a lighted disco 
floor!  
 
February 25 
ñNew Member SocialȮɂɯ3ÏÌɯ
New Mexico Symphony 
Guild will hold its third 
new member social 
event of the 2008-2009 
year.  These events have 
been hugely successful 
in introducing new and 
prospective members to 
the Guild and its func-
tions and opportunities. 
Contact Yvette Stout 
Lyle at 505-856-7087, 
ylyle@comcast.net for 
insight into her commit-
ÛÌÌɀÚɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚȵ 
 
February 27 
Ɂ ɯ -ÐÎÏÛɯ ÐÕɯ "ÈÚÈɪ
blancaȮɂɯ 3ÏÌɯ 'ÖÜÚÛÖÕɯ
Symphony League will 
×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÍÈÉÜɪ
lous ball under the di-
rection of Eric and 
Nancy Littlejohn. The 
event will be held at the 
Hilton of the Americas 
Hotel. Contact Laura 
Woods/Event Director, 
Houston Symphony at 
713-344-5600.  
 
February 28 
Ɂ&ÖÓËɯ ,ÌËÈÓÓÐÖÕɯ (5ɯ
Ball and BrunchȮɂɯ3ÏÌɯ

Brazosport Symphony 

+ÌÈÎÜÌɯÊÖÕÛɀË 

The orchestra hospital-

i t y  c o m m i t t e e 

will   serve a light lunch 

to all orchestra mem-

bers at the final re-

hearsal before the con-

cert.  Chaired by Ruth 

Tvedt, the committee 

received recognition for 

its work from TASO at 

the 2008 Conference. 

The League is planning 

a spring style show and 

luncheon  (TBA) to raise 

funds for the orchestra.   
 
February 14 

Ɂ2ÐßÛÌÌÕÛÏɯ  ÕÕÜÈÓɯ

Jackie McGehee Young 

 ÙÛÐÚÛÚɀɯ"ÖÕÊÌÙÛÖɯ"ÖÔɪ

petition for Piano and 

2ÛÙÐÕÎÚȮɂɯNew Mexico 

Symphony Guild is 

adding the strings to 

the competition this 

year. There are mone-

tary awards for the win-

ners and an opportu-

nity to form with the 

New Mexico Symphony 

Orchestra. 

Contact Karla Bressan, 

505-296-6159, or Carol 

Horner, 505-867-9398 

for additional info.  
(bressanABQ@comcast.net) 

Abilene Philharmonic 
Guild will host a gala 
and will spotlight the 
talented youth who par-
ticipate in the Belles 
and Beaus Program. 
Contact Mary Cooksey 
at 325-676-7065 for 
more information.  
 
March 2009 
 
March 1 
Ɂɯ8ÖÜÛÏɯ.ÙÊÏÌÚÛÙÈɯ"ÖÕɪ
certȮɂɯ3ÏÌɯ6ÈÊÖɯ2àÔɪ
phony Council will host 
a concert. Contact Jan 
Duello, 
jmdello@hot.rr.com 
 
March 28 
Ɂ#Èàɯ Éàɯ ÛÏÌɯ !Èàɂɯ
Home Tour will be 

sponsored by the Hous-
ton Symphony League 
Bay Area. 
 

 

Please consider sub-

mitting your organi-

zationõs event/

fundraising informa-

tion by the next 

deadline, Feb. 1.  

 

Symphony  Volunteers At Work  

To Promote, Develop and Serve Symphony Orchestrasé.  

Need more information? 
 

Page 11 of this newsletter lists the web addresses of the 

TASO member organizations.  Also,  page 10 lists all 

TASO advisors, officers, and committee names with con-
tact information. 

 

TASO Website:  www.tasovolunteers.com 

TASO Newsletter 

2008-2009 Deadlines 

 

Submission deadlines for the year will be as 

follows: 

 

Deadline   Issue 

February 1, 2009  Spring 

May 1, 2009   Summer 

 

Many, many thanks 

to Sheri Wright  
 

For her countless volun-

teers hours as TASOôs 

webmaster. The torch has 

been passed to Deborah 

Brown. Thank you, Deb-

orah! 
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President 

Marsha Green, mkgmusik@aol.com  
 

President Elect/Strategic Planning 
LaVerne Gollob, lamike@suddenlink.net 
 

Immediate Past President/Nominating  

Helen Shaffer, helen@shaffer.com  
 

VP of Finance 

Nancy Rissing, jeeper1714@aol.com 
 

VP of Administration  
Helen Burwell, burwell1@consolidated.net 
 

VP of Communications  
Jan Bradley. jan.a.bradley@wellsfargo.com  
 

VP of Projects 
Alice Hyde,  alicehyde@sbcglobal.net  
 

Secretary 
Avon Langston, langstona@juno.com 
 

Treasurer 
Susan Brown , sbrown@brownmem.com 
 

Vice President of Conference 
Lynn O'Day,  natandlynn@sbcglobal.net 
 

2009 Abilene Conference Chairs: 
Nelda Hodges, evhodges@hordscreekranch.com  
Judy B. Miller, jboylemiller@suddenlink.net  
 

2010 Wichita Falls Conference Chair: 

Jeanne Rigg, djrigg@sw.rr.com 
 

2008-2009 Concerto Competition 
Lydia Bratcher, lbratcher2@hot.rr.com 
 

2009-2010 Concerto Competition 
Deborah Brown, deborah@nigelbrown.com 
 

Parliamentarian 
Laura Street, laurastreet@suddenlink.net 
 

PR/Marketing  
Lucy Lewis , lucylewis@comcast.net 
 

Advocacy 
Betty Wall,  bettywall@aol.com 
 

Archivist  
Grace Boner, grace@baiausti.com 
 

2008-2009 Awards& Recognized projects 
Jan St.  Hilaire ,  paulsthilaire@suddenlink.net  
 

2009-2010 Awards & Recognized projects 
#ɀ ÕÕɯ'ÌÙÝÈËÈȮɯjrhwtx@grandecom.net 
 

Bylaws  
Emma Jean Tanner, emjtanner@hotmail.com 
 

Membership  
Gina Hebner, ghebner@sbcglobal.net 
 

Newsletter Edi tor  
Debra Burleson, debra_burleson@baylor.edu 
 

Dallas Special Events 
Heather Moore, taso-0607@hotmail.com 
 

Webmaster 
Deborah Brown  
 

Texans for the Arts  
Mary Padgett, hepadgett@aol.com 
 

League of  American Orchestras (formerly 
ASOL),  
 Heather Moore, taso-0607@hotmail.com 
 Helen Shaffer, helen@shaffer.com  
 Laura Hyde, laurahyde@suddenlink.net  
 Laura Street, laurastreet@cox.net 
 

Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) 
Dr. Paul McCash, pkmcjr@cableone.net 
 

Advisors  (not serving in other board positions)  
 Connie Ware, cware@gower.net 
 Mildred Witte, mildredwitte@sbcglobal.net 
 Terry Brown, terrybrown10@cs.com 
 Tiffany Ammerman, tammerman@pobox.com 
 Micki Wright, micki@wrightcapital.biz  
 

TASO 2008-2009 Board of Directors 

mailto:mkgmusik@aol.com
Lamike@suddenlink.net
mailto:helen@shaffer.com
mailto:jeeper1714@aol.com
mailto:nancynaylor@austin.rr.com
mailto:jan.a.bradley@wellsfargo.com
mailto:langstona@juno.com
mailto:sbrown@brownmem.com
mailto:sbrown@brownmem.com
mailto:natandlynn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:terrybrown@cs.com
donnashen@houston.rr.com
mailto:Victorhtreat@verizon.net
maryneal@vvm.com
mailto:grace@baiausti.com
mailto:paulsthilaire@suddenlink.net
mailto:emjtanner@hotmail.com
mailto:burwell1@consolidated.net
mailto:taso-0607@hotmail.com
mailto:hepadgett@aol.com
mailto:taso-0607@hotmail.com
mailto:helen@shaffer.com
mailto:laurahyde@suddenlink.net
mailto:laurastreet@cox.net
mailto:mildredwitte@sbcglobal.net
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Here are the Web locations for useful information.  
 
LEAGUE OF AMERICAN ORCHESTRAS  www.symphony.org  (formerly American Symphony Orchestra League)   
NATIONAL ASSN OF STATE AGENCIES         www.nasaa-arts.org/ 

TASO MEMBER ORGANIZATION  
WEBSITES As of 9/8/08  

 

Note that some member organizations can be reached via links on the relevant orchestraôs Web site, while other 
groups maintain their own sites.  

 

ABILENE   abilenephilharmonic.org   Abilene Philharmonic .  Guild info can be included 

           here. 

AMARILLO   amarillosymphony.org     Amarillo Symphony.    Click on SUPPORT. 

AUSTIN  wlsaustin.org     Womenôs Symphony League of Austin 

BEAUMONT   slbmt.com      Symphony League of Beaumont  

BRAZOS VALLEY  www.BVSO.org    Brazos Valley Symphony      

BIG SPRING  www.bigspringsymphony.com   Big Spring Symphony Association  

CLEAR LAKE   clearlakesymphony.org    Clear Lake Symphony . Click on SYMPHONY 

           SOCIETY. 

CONROE  www.conroesymphony.org.     Conroe Symphony . Click on SYMPHONY LEAGUE. 

CORPUS CHRISTI www.ccsymphony.org/          Corpus Christi Symphony . Click on SUPPORT 

           THE CCSO,  then SYMPHONY GUILD. 

DALLAS   www.dallassymphonyleague.com Dallas Symphony Orchestra League  

FORT WORTH  www.fwsymphonyleague.com  Symphony League of Fort Worth  

HOUSTON   www.houstonsymphony.org    Houston Symphony . Click on SUPPORT YOUR 

            SYMPHONY, then VOLUNTEERS. 

HOUSTON BAY AREA  www.houstonsymphony.org    Houston Symphony . Click on SUPPORT  

           YOUR SYMPHONY, then VOLUNTEERS. 

LUBBOCK   www.lubbocksymphony.org       Lubbock Symphony . Click LSG icon. 

MIDLAND   www.midlandsg.com   Midland Symphony Guild   

MID TEXAS  www.mtsymphony.org    Mid Texas Symphony . Click on ORGANIZATION. 

NEW MEXICO  www.nmso.org      New Mexico Symphony Orchestra. Click on  "About 

           Us" and choose GUILD 

ODESSA  http://www.odessasg.org/  Odessa Symphony Guild 

SAN ANGELO   www.SanAngeloSymphony.org  San Angelo Symphony . Guild shares site with          

           orchestra. 

TEMPLE  www.templesymphony.org   Temple Symphony 

TYLER    http://www.wsltyler.org   Womenôs Symphony League of Tyler 

WACO    www.wacosymphonycouncil.com Waco Symphony Council  

WICHITA FALLS  http://wfsymphonyleague.tripod.com  Wichita Falls Symphony League  

WOODLANDS  http://www.woodlandssymphony.com/keynote-society.html 

        The Woodlands Symphony Orchestra Keynote  

        Society  

Hot Spots On The World Wide Web  

www.tasovolunteers.com  

mailto:www.symphony.org
http://www.nasaa-arts.org
abilenephilharmonic.org
mailto:amarillo@symphony.org
wlsaustin.org
http://slbmt.com
http://www.BVSO.org
http://www.bigspringsymphony.com
mailto:clearlakesymphony.org
http://www.conroesymphony.org
mailto:www.ccsymphony.org
http://www.dallassymphonyleague.com
http://www.fwsymphonyleague.com/
http://www.houstonsymphony.org
http://www.houstonsymphony.org
http://www.lubbocksymphony.org/
http://www.midlandsg.com
http://www.mtsymphony.org
http://www.nmso.org
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\HP_Administrator\My%20Documents\TASO\www.SanAngeloSymphony.org
http://www.templesymphony.org
http://www.wsltyler.org/
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\HP_Administrator\My%20Documents\TASO\www.wacosymphonycouncil.com
http://wfsymphonyleague.tripod.com

