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Ladies, Please, Don't Play the Name Game 

-- Mary Rogers, Social Scene Reporter for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram

People, I’m on a campaign. In this grand year 2000, I’ll say it’s time for women to use their own names on committee lists, on invitations, in club directories and anywhere else they invest themselves.

Please, no more listings such as Mrs. Jon P. Doe IV on the Jewel Charity Ball program. Use Sally Smith Doe or just Sally Doe.

Ol’ Jon P. is active on that gala committee or in that club, why, he should have his own listing, don’tcha think?

The title Mr. doesn’t mean a thing, but the titles Miss or Mrs. give plenty of information about a woman. So why are women so obsessed with announcing their marital status? Men certainly aren’t so inclined.

When a man divorces, his Mr. titles or the way he lists his name doesn’t change. It’s a whole new ballgame for women. A divorced keeps her Mrs. title, but uses her daddy’s name and then her ex-husband’s name. So if Jon P. and Sally split the sheet, she becomes Mrs. Smith Doe.

Let’s say Sally has been working long and hard on some benefit or another when she and Jon P. call it quits. Wouldn’t ya know, the Does’ divorce is final just before the invitations go to press.

If her name is listed as Mrs. Smith Doe on the important committee list, just imagine
what happens. Either people don’t recognize who she is, and all those people who want to support her don’t -- or they know in an instant that Sally is now single. Tell me phones don’t begin to ring.

Names are all about recognition -- and name recognition is an important component to any successful charity benefit. When people get invitations, the first thing they do is look at names listed there. Who do they know? How long have they known them? What do they owe them? People buy tickets to charity benefits to support their friends as much as to support the cause. 

Women are known in this community by their first and last names: VICKI BASS, KIT MONCRIEF, JOY ANN HAVRAN, JEANIE LUSKEY, JENNIFER G. BROOKS, DIONNE BAGSBY, SHIRLEY DEAN, JANIE BEGGS, MARSHA ROSS, PATTY WILLIAMS, DEBBY BROWN, BECKIE GREEN.

Women who have worked sometimes an entire year planning a benefit should, at the very least, be recognized with their own name on committee lists in programs and on invitations.

Even the Woman’s Club of Fort Worth, a bastion of Old World Rules, and the Junior League have given up listing women in those club directories as Mrs. Jon P. Doe IV. Now the husband’s name is carried in parentheses so it looks like this: Doe, Sally (Mrs. Jon P. IV). Good enough.

A quarter-century ago, the Star-Telegram used the titles Mr. and Mrs. in print. Now it does not. 

What was right, accepted and even proper in another day may need some tweaking in this grand year 2000. I say married women should honor their husbands -- but it’s time they use their own names on committee lists, benefit invitations, club directories and anyplace else they invest themselves.

