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Dinner's Not the Point at Benefits 

-- Mary Rogers, Social Scene Reporter for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Want to be successful on the benefit circle? 
It’s easy -- just follow a few simple rules.

First: learn to love peanut butter. I’ve told you that before, and I mean it. A few years
ago I attended a black-tie fund-raiser at The Worthington, Fort Worth’s biggest hotel. 
The party was really oversold and the ballroom so packed that waiters could hardly squeeze between the chairs. 

I was seated in the back of the room mashed against the wall. It was so tight that breathing was difficult. As a man and woman squeezed into their places at our table, the woman announced that they were vegetarians. 

“We’ve ordered special plates of grains and vegetables,” she said.

The first course was polenta, a sort of Italian cornmeal patty cut into interesting shapes
for a pretty presentation. The woman waved it away. 
“No, No,” she said. “We’re vegetarians and we’ve ordered special plates.”

The waiter looked confused. “This is polenta,” he said.

She looked exasperated. 

“It’s a corn mush cake,” I said. 

She took it, sampled it and smiled. “We’re vegetarians,” she said.

Next the waiter brought beautiful plates filled with unusually generous portions of mixed vegetables and rice with tiny medallions of beef and a sliver of fish at the edge.

The woman angrily flapped her hands and told the waiter not to put that meal in front of her. “We’re vegetarians and we’ve ordered special plates,” she declared.

Away went the waiter. Back he came in a flash with magnificent offerings of tortellini.

Not good enough.

Now the woman was really mad. “We’re vegetarians and we’ve ordered special plates of grain and vegetables,” she snapped.

Off darted the waiter again while the rest of us sat cooling our heels hoping we’d get one of those meat-eater plates before the program started.

It’s fine to order a special plate before an event, but you’ve got to be reasonable. If the kitchen is working to serve 800 hot dinners, your special order might not come out like you’d hoped.

Forget it. You’re not there to eat. Remember this is a benefit. Have peanut butter or cereal when you get home.

Now here are a few other pointers to make you a popular benefit guest.

Don’t show up early.

Don’t be late.

Don’t expect to pay at the door unless the invitation says that’s an option.

Don’t call the day before the event and ask if there’s room for just four more.

Don’t call the chairman the day of the event and ask if there’s still room.

Sit where you’re supposed to.

For Pete’s sake, don’t take the decorations unless they are offered. Sometimes decorations are rented. Sometimes they’re for sale. Sometimes another organization is about to use the room -- and the decorations -- for another fund-raiser. Sometimes the committee has decided to deliver them to hospitals, nursing homes or to donors WHO WERE MAJOR EVENT PATRONS. 

Don’t forget that this event is more than a party, a soiree or a luncheon. It is a benefit raising dollars and interest for some worthy cause. That means volunteers have donated their time and, yes, their money, too, because they believe in that cause.

